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For war d
S A M Hudson

For the first time, thanks toahtethersmabkbk w
dedicatedinéammation is now available in eas
out standing achievements of those who served
and Explosive Ordnance Disposal from their o

First-hand knowledge of many of these events is fast fading into history. Often the

individual who has been honoured never recounts the story of their award in later

life, leaving following generations with a medal and a name, but little more. As

someonewh o knew al most nothing of my fatherdos b
War 2, the need to discover more required years of navigating archives and

records. Now, with this comprehensive collection, that type of quest will be so

much easier.

Each of the awards listed here is representative of many more similar acts of
courage and dedication which went unremarked. In the earliest months of Royal
Engineers Bomb Disposal in 194041, when knowledge was still limited and enemy
fuzes were constantly evolving to be fatal to those who tried to make them safe,
many actions were rightly recognised as exceptional, and awards were justly
made. However, as blitzkrieg and carpet bombing reached massive proportions,
similar acts, though requiring no less cour age and devotion to duty, became the
norm. Yet those bomb disposal pioneers would regard the IED (improvised
explosive device) of more recent conflicts as a much greater challenge: entirely
unpredictable; its operation is specifically designed to kill anyo ne who tries to
make it safe, rendering every action to do so worthy of recognition.

Yet it is common for the recipients of award
a jobod. |l believe all those |isted here woul
representative of the work of all who undertook this dangerous service. This

document can therefore stand as a monument to all those who served in bomb and

explosive ordnance disposal, whether they received an award or not.

S A M Hudson

Author UXB Malta.



Chris Ranstead

From an archival perspective, this document ticks all the boxes. The information
within has been collated from numerous sources, (that are helpfully quoted
throughout), thereby bringing together pieces of the historical jigsaw and

providing the reader with a broad and accurate overview of bomb disposal
operations over a period of some 85 years. This covers both times of conflict, when
unexploded bombs had to be urgently dealt with whatever the risk, to peacetime
conditions where the priorities focused more on clearing up of the detritus of war,
whilst protecting lives and property. The risk to those involved, in many cases, was
indistinguishable between war and peace, as the technical mechanisms being dealt
with were oblivious t o ssagewhtimé mighecredte evdnn f act |,
more risks as the condition of the ordnance deteriorates and the threat changes to
terrorism and Improvised Explosive Devices.

The fine level of detail and the fact that this document is in a digital format means
that word searches can be performed, enabling one to find a particular incident or
individual, by name, location, unit or date. The document also contains some
personal details relating to some of the individuals themselves, providing some
contextual background information, he
mindds eye. It also provides enough f
of research.

Altogether this is a superb research tool, useful to all manner of people, from

those interested in Bomb Disposal/EOD history, to genealogist, medal collectors, to
those interested in the broader processes of the British awards and honours
system. In addition, to the casual reader with no previous knowledge or interest in
Bomb Disposal/EOD, this document presents a multitude of gripping accounts of
daring deeds of courage, duty and sacrifice that cannot fail to inspire and indeed
instil a deep respect for a Il those involved. In fact, this document is more than just
a research aid, or a collection of gripping yarns, it is a memorial that keeps the
memory alive of hundreds of individuals, recognised for the courageous work
performed while serving in Bomb Dispo sal/EOD. It perhaps also encourages the
reader to consider those whose bravery may have gone unseen and unrewarded but
also demand just as much respect.

Chris aRBan
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| ntroducti on

The aim of this download is to give as much
awards presented to those serving in Bomb D
Di sposa) fEODhey Regul ar s, Terri tori al Ar my

empl oyed as Searchers or Support Staff.

The reso®ammemces in the early days of 1940 a
considers aw&reds gfer €motslset o the Monarchs Col
Conduct. As Chuedhill noted i n

The object of giving mesddlos gi vyteamps i ared amidb
To those who have deserved them. At the ¢
Somet hing which everybody does not possess
There must, therefore, be heartburningds al
Line. A medal glitters, but it also

Knowing simply that a drmeesderlviwag raewairpdieedn tt or es

a tantalising glimpse into evewdrst loft @lhlei rpa.s
shadow t he award castgs irpeppirnegs enn tsst otrhi ebh aokfetse ng n
events that were judged to have fallen on th
What 6s included and whatoés excluded

The focus of the followin®i bpssal saRdyabr Enct
very specific set of criteria has been set.

1T Reci pients must have been serving Royal E
BD/ EODabdheir citations must have been wr
only exceptionamwal ateels ttoo cBEMidsa rExXwWwd rolse v«
Ordnance Clearance (EO@CYeBedrchet sREwoDRI

T The award needs to be validated by refer
t he L dGmderotre t hrough other credible and r

T Those who earned their awardsbehbpblet osent¥
their ti meare BDODAEODCI|I uded

T Awards that cannot be substantiated by re

However, and to aid general wunderstanding, t
awardedewgiabetd cl| oseldy rwsietghv iBhDy BAODr h ot her ur
of the services.

How the | ist was compil ed



The | ist is a |living document , yccampsi.l eNdi meh roa
sources have been used to identify andf trian
those |isted. These include warfhksi publRES hGo
publ i cancheonntsi ons i n thAsRBRogahtEoqgi Beenb Di s pos
newsl etters (some dAltd on gc dmecnkh ¢t eof QIO 4a6nNd Sear
Association and 101 EOD and aSeawedt HoBResgnmenbé
RoyBhgi neeade SGarvds and ,Ciftan i ertammladed Nati on
Ar chi ves

Each entry, wherever possible, inokbwmeées (fFbe
t he mor eawearceesntsome of this detail has been
citation file numbvetri/admale Arrcohm vtehse and t he
number of the London Gazetltiestemrdt wh.er@t haerp roq
availabl e, the citation or a descri mtlismn of
i ncludiedsome cases, this l|levelsappdeptairseglwas
| f a r eciwhiielnstt dsieeravi ng, the | ist includes a
they died, are burwWedrweosmmdmer, ataed hot o of t
me moriisalal so. i ncluded

What follows is not a history of BD/ EOD, nor
as the hearleissm,f val our, sacri fsltaedr@eemd cleoss s iui
certainly addsnterestanodhi eg omfyc ontWixathwor k

of this magnitude there mazwnwélel reeterfi @eds a
noti fied.

This document only AwavideweRE&r BDi t/ E@Dst be r
t hat t he many ot her Units in the Corps of
heavily involved in mine clearance and recei

SOUTHARObert, (8783335) Sapper, 221 Field Col

Citation fakenWOBd®/ held at the National Ar
Pl aced in the London Gazette on the 28 Septe

On the 15 May 1943, Sapper Southall was sear
around telegraph poles along the railway n.
Airforce other rank entered the minefield a
keep otuhte offi el d. Hi s attention was taken off
mi ne. I n order to keep the mine from rising
on it. Si x seconds | ater the mine exploded a
and -seitffi achghe undoubtably saved the remain
casualties, possibly saving their |ives.



Further Il nformati on

Sapper Southal/l had proenffgao@Pes gr seGrvedpi nDeé g
injuries he was able to continue to serve an

Doctor Adrian Dywer MBE served with 58 EOD ¢
Mar kham served with 49 and 58 EOD Squadron,
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This project has been ongoi ngnd oco rstotme® yteiaa rs:

come from various sources and Iindindi dard usa ] t
Associ ati e etnh anti strsaeesd of f | never intentional |,
ti mes.

massive thank ypopmy muiSfi®@ags pwt Swpawmi t h t he |

at I have shut mysel f .&way tnkhoiulesatg ewoernkt i nagr
si s,tamnocte just for this proQlelcite, Adute rthheraodu ¢
medal s man) Col Dawesmnhawvwidngabnhh®&wyati enc

rmat Romign B&ewgwe Hbbdeieln behi nd me Beaelnl Hahwk i ma
aham Pl €Cmridg&anstead (whods bookl &Bh0d Ca s u
rther books, gbhavinmk S oadietr aWadyt 3oonnz) Wr i ght |, r
anks to everyone for keeping me on the st

O T C - 0O o0 unw o

nstrueedbvack as work progressed. Coul dnodt
Thred hree main Royal Engineer Bomb Disposal /I
have been ithvael pe dnuemmetrtoaumpsd c bave del ved into

yeafhe sar:e
T The Royal Engineers Association, Bomb Di s
T The HE®di neer Regi ment Regi mental Associ at
T The EOD and Search Association.
Througdnoutlyer at cuircfeohramtbeoe:n t he RE Bomb D
Hi story GmMobupagraupo been used to obtain fee

moved forward.

I hope that this project | @anorfea naferreessde aroch
has only beaednd rpeasrsteiaa Ihley publ i cations.

Pete Mar kham



The Royal oBogibn ®eésp ostah e BRaltgtel e
Honour

Photoedulti:an All erhead BEM

At the outbrebkref wadMVW2no badge to identify
Engineers BoGnbhdilm@msail nt o being through the
Marwhen she ¢ anBeo mbc rDoisSsposwmbexpectedl y. Her
askeddrtihveer t o st op an.dMuccahl |i nttheer eNsG Gadg,k e@usese n
what they had be dtohewyg vaerrd®hvdlimadino.u mietd t hey w

Bomb Disposal, she commented that they had
return to Badmwonkomr ckhae sdee,si gni nBgD aB afdegiet ab | €
i mage of whi ch IS hel d by t he I mp

https://www.iwm.org.uk/coll ectWhoenB/ ictoempth&@&geasth @ whns 7 4
to the King amndhp&s sepiitag veaslt ytéos t he r eQreeamt
Mary often visited | oacnad pBhoeghina Plaegpesatr d&nat
meeti ng wBiDDfhf i:celrts. Cl ark and Lt. Fensome

Because of hesi gbl gBandsg er € gvd rddadsdy a Bat t-l e Hon
rat hersitmpdrmna @geat.c Ar my Councislt ali resdtwrawsc ttioom® i
to BD Personnel to indicate the dangerous wi
around the same time Bomb Disposal vehicles
red so they could be easily recogniAsrenty 6asnd v
neBD Badge was made publ9 4£iOnoint itahlel y4 obDnelcye ntboe r
Royal E B rPedarssomnneeyliteri s changed in 1941 when
the -ombatant Corps, serving with BDO tUniint s \
recognition of the common dangers t.hey faced


https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205474902

Two h@pt ogr aphs encl
|l etter sent by Quece
Clarke, 148 BD Sect

Peter Markham Collection

Her MaQeseérny Mary at Badminton House, with 1:
Bomb Disposal Company

Peter Markham Collection
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I n reviewing the following awards, it i s wor
comment et yYQlhpuonc hHel not ed t hat

The Unexpl oded Bomb Detachments presented

on my tours. Very quickly, but at heavy sac
of t he UXBasSgeuraedds tSloenepemwi lor ot her their fa
di fferent from those of ordinary men, howeyv
gaunt, they were haggard, their faces had a
eyes and exceptional compression of the |
demeanour. Il n writing of our hard ti mes, V

ogri mo. It should have been reserved for

That 6heavy sacrificed ,waas riesogeipuddt wibgd Ic
honoured withomedhésEmpire Gallantry medal

CrodHo.weveraulbe BD activitieacweioashéde fager
t he ed(eammet hing those | abourinigommasdeabywith

tra-pftaesn the Bl it zdmuasgtg etda vaeb orveegar ded as s Ol
there could be no Victoria Crosses. Many gr
unrecogni sed €ompkai él ywenAs on the comment |
i ssued froefellyesasr ev adl ue. There must, therefo
di sappointments o®Whate foolrldews liisnet herefore
those ¢euedges to lavda healolremat 6sebpg-dcwiva d lhy
Il i ne.

[
Peter Markham served with 49 and 58 EOD Squa

M O



The Empire Gallantry Medal

Photo Credit: Julian Allerhead BEM

In 1922, the original Medal of the Order of

replaced by two: separate awards

T The Medal of the Order of the British Emp
T The Medal of the Order of the Rrei,tiksnlo wiBmp
as the British Empire Medal

The EGM had been St @aklke aveadfayl ebreMatchael andval d
Medaln order of wear but was superseded by th

On 24 September 1940 King Geogr dge Vlandkr @ anmed i

after the Victoria Cross, to recfognhseegamy.
The EGM ceased the same day. I'n April 1941,
honoyr ar eci pients, all | i v-Dfkg nr edi giheorstes parsd h

awarded the EGM after 3 September 1939, wer
George Cross.

The original ri bbon was pl ain ptuircpale rweid hs ttrl
for military awards. A silver |l aurel branch

M



both types of award in 1933, and waal omoer n o
werwor hhe ri bbon changed to rose pink. with p:¢

ThRoyal Engineert Baowsdhr Di swhbsapdidr e Gal |l antry |

t hese being Second Li eutenant Andr ews, Lan
Reynolds and Second Lieutenant Talbot. Unde
George Cross. Al four of these Empire Gall

George Cross.

M p



George Cross

Phot o dwué diathe rEhEeM d

The George Cross was instituted on 24 Septe
timeuring the blitz, there was a staiowigl idersi
courage. The existing awards open to civilia
new si tluawaheenr edfeocrieded t hat t he George Cross

would be tosrietogedse both civilian gallantr
and brave deeds more generally.

The medal was designed by Percy Metcalfe. Th
for the GM), dated 24 September 1940, was plL
January 1941.

The GC replace the Empire Gallantry Medal (
instructed to exchangethihsawaamesdsgtail sutfioogn aofC

unprecedented in the history of British Deco

ThRoyal Engineer s eBmmb eDiasvposiald 12,fCewoer ge Cr
the recdipademitsg t he War period.

MC



ANDREWS,) | baencel D5 8e9c)olnide ut eGICRmotyBhgi neer s.
No file could be found at National Archives.
Placed in the Londio%e Gtagmlidre Dh4Q.heSugpl e men
5537/ 5538

Citation taken directly from his London Gaze

On the 26 August, 1940, Second Lieutenant An
Bomb Disposal Sections, Royal Engineers. Whi
in order to forward it to the Department of

expemced. After withdrawing 2et dalmepptedl bhicXk |
position actuated by what appeared to be me

attempted several ti mes without success. Sec
his section undaefrt edovteyri,ngana piece ofke cord
di scharger pull ed, with the result t hat t h
considerable distance, and two of the men r

Seconideut enant Andrews displayed great cool n
of the service.

Originally for this a&tAiLomndBewsndvaMe daanta e & n
of the Military Division of t he Most Excel
Gall antry, (EGM) which | ater was exchanged f
the DefencedMddal 1939

On the 30th of July

Andr ews di ed o f a h
training, using divin
t he River Ur e, whil e
Di sposal , School of
Ri pon. Just two weeks

Colonel t hMdanbrhél d whe
A AndrGewsr ge, iCs oBsri ed
Maryods Cemetery, Taunt

i Hi s medals including
donated by his widow
Mu s eum.

Phot o ®Ormeei Bl yth




ARCHERer t rSatnmu aTrrteve IGCCOBEERDFRI BEA 26 3AXE)X.i ng
Lieuteh@Bombi sp&eat RoyBRhgi neer s.
03 Febrwuary 1915 to 2 May 2015.

The Cittaakem fisom file WO373/66/1346 held at
Placed in London !'Glheptteanbeorn 1t9nMel .30Suppl ement
5653.

Lieutenant Archer has been employed on bomb
has deal't with some two hundred bombs, i n
mentioned bel ow. He provided the War Office
50 fuzes a-hdndusngntdevice for experi ments,
known about the nature of German fuzes.

On 15 July ZxOi4l00 groaumm b©b206m@bs wer e dropped on

South Wales, two of them within ten yards of
Lieutenant Archer i mmediately went to the sc
As i tswabuerepected to be a booby trap, it wa
on to a |l orry; Lieutenant Archer himself dr
away and the bomb was detonated. The other b

On the 17 August 1940, atkiMoadrnram,b Gmtva sNad x

down to the fuze pocket, which contained a
for War Office experiments, an attempt was n
and, whhiesn ftai | ed, Li eutenant Archer removed
head; although well aware that the fuze migh

On the 27 August 1940, at Port Tal bot Docks,

the first No. 38 fuze for experimental pur po
On the 2 September 1940, a vast fire was staeé
on the National Oi | Refineries at Skewen, n
bombs in and around the oil tank farm and Li
wor k siogitet ehours after the raid. In spite of
he and his men remained working. One 250 kil
side of an oil tank and when uncovered was

which was tem&mnhgAr cthemtwas able to remove t
the explosive and remove the whole fuze poc

was required for experiment, he removed it
found i nsi dhkeamdIZiusgwhdevi chead not functioned,
removed by hand. This was apparently the fir

MYy



Il n addition to the above incidents. Lieutena
|l orrydés containing bombs with number 17 fuze

The I nspector of Fortifications and Directort
t hat Lieutenant Archer has enjoyed much rem
what detracts from his record of deliberate

devotioyw o©b dbé highest order.

Further I nformation

He served as a Lieutenant with 104 Bomb Dis
Di sposal Company, OC 12 Bomb Disposdab48ompan
Rejoined Army Emergency Reserve in 1950, wit
of 142 Bomb Disposal Regi ment .

Li stAwaf.dsOBE 1961, De f @ln9c4e5 ,MeVdaar| N&®3#AD , 1GS M

Bomb and Mine ©GLe49anCer 8461 on Medal 1953,

Gol den Jubilee Medal 200 2, Di amond Jubil ee N
Decoration with three cl asps.

Li eutenant Col onel BS Archer died aged 100.

BAREFOW®WEr bdrnthines IGICA. R. | ABt AMOuagpt aBonrmibi spos al
RoyBhgi neer s.
15tMay 88t7@2 3rDdecemh 86 8

ThE€itatsakfemomWe373/ 66kF&dalhdati Anahi ves.
Pl adaetdheond@amzebneh22anub®943uppl eanedhFPh.ge
461.

Captmamefvaapi onefeo mbi s p Hehd awittt ihfei usexpl oded
bomiwéitdild hcsunamnigyhidsi sr eogpaerrds enbeeywnl uabl e
infor maasbinai Hehda.ex per i meintakettdy pe@fd o mbWi. tah
Navalf fihcceor koerd hfei ssispepdedcmadgeentiincdEotr wo
houlres | uthgghrai ntes ecut @asafpesi Aitchtei met hast he
bombi spastathhohiade £ g tktnloew!l o @i pme c h a mit shremsien e s
anthucWwasearagdss ahenecesbaraygsgnotreslaf ety
per ieosdp,e cwhadallye aa m mg o r it ainltlw ary@ bsr a veenmrdyje vot i on
t @duthyadonmeu cthanai ntaadi gh anaddrodur iatyeGompany.



Furthefor mati on
Hewaal swar déen@&r i tWadvre d avli ,c tMerdyavl tOla k e aDef enc e
MedahWaMedftobhisser vamcidag ttenrEe9 5Cor on Mteidan .

|l nter eBlarmedadysser vielndW1li rootthh&NV&nd h&8anitary
Comp aontyhRAMC.

BLANBN,chBReEbG&GE&Post humwasdl 19 9A4c8t)iCagp t a8iomb
Di s porRsoaylg,hgi neer s.
19tNovemh®OdtOd 3tbhecembh 84 0 .

Th€itaits onaken from file WO373/66/ 859 held a
Pl aced in the London Gazette 15th April 1941

The work performed by Captain Blaney and the
a continual story of gallantry and outstandi
the finest type of Bomb Disposal of ficer, C
withgtkbatest possible regard for the safety

He was responsible for the adaption of t he
practicable in preference to blowing them up
hundreds of people anxiety and | oss of val
insi stednagnar émesei unaccompani ed.

Further I nformation
After the War, a road nearby to where he | o0s
Acting ChRpBlaamew is buried at Newry Ol d Chap

On 5t h December 1940, an

t he premises i mmedi at el
Lond®mel msford Road ( Roi
Par k) . On the 13th Decer

serious di sl ocation of
Bl aney proceengped ttoo r a&inte
(one t izane. fTuhe al ternat

sterilizing the bomb was
and at great personal roi
of t he grave danger, h e

crater to carry ouun attheel
bomb exploded and Capt ai




BUTTOM,l |JamdC( 737 03a8nSer ge4&adBtombi sp&ealki on,
RoykBhgineer s.
190t4d OtMar dB 6 9.

No file found on the National Archives.
Pl aced in the L'dhedpotne nthaezre t1t9%4 01.7 Suppl ement 3

Citation taken directly from his London Gaze

On the morning of the 18th August 1940, Lan
his Section to continue the work of excavat

knew full well t hat, owing to the time alre
was | iabloeddet atexamly moment , he continued the
great coolness. The bomb eventually expl odec

and throwing Lance Sergeant Button a consi de
shaken he behawveod nweistsh groddteca ed the rest o

di stance, ascertained that none of them we
Detachment, and reported to his Section Offi
Further I nformation

Originally for this action, Lance Sergeant W
Military Division of t he Most Excell ent Ord
(EGM) Empire Gallantry which | ater was excha

CAMPBRAULe,x afdarge€ 135 0e4c)onideut em@BotmbPi sposal
Sect 9Bombi sp&€esmpbaRgyBhgi neer s.
2niMay 89t8d 8tOct oh 6@

Th€itats omaken from file WO373/66/682 held a
Placed in the Londbtof Ghaettaeyoh94he R2ppl eme
461.

Second Lieutenant Campbell was engaged with
Kilogram unexploded bomb at the Triumph Engi
situated in the centre of the city. This bom
i n tworifeasctionvol ving some 1,000 workers and
residents. For this reason, Second Lieutenar
rest for nearly 48 hours until the bomb was
bomb was finahdy eeamosed by 2/ Lieutenant Ca
with a -detagerdfuse which it was i mpossible t

it to a safe place for destruction.



Recognising the extreme danger invol ved he
di stance of approximately a mil e, hi msel f |
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GIBSON, Michael GC, (4445289) Sergeant, 68 Bomb Disposal Section, 9 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/689 held at the Nation Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on 215t January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page 461.



On 14th September, 1940, a large unexploded bomb fell in an important factory.
Excavation supervised by Sergeant Gibson was begun, during which time another
bomb which had dropped nearby exploded. Despite the knowledge that the bomb on
which he was engaged was of a similar type the Non -Commissioned Officer
persevered and eventually, the bomb was uncovered. On uncovering it an unusual
hissing noise was heard coming from the bomb, whereupon Sergeant Gibson sent his
men away and immediately set to work on the fuse. This he extracted safely and the
bomb was eventually removed. His prompt and courageous action saved a very
dangerous situation.

Further Information

Initial citation, recommended the Immediate Award of the Military Medal by Colonel
L.G. Trench. D.S.0. C.M.G Commanding Birmingham and South Staffs SubArea on
the 07 January 1940. However, this was amended to the George Cross.

On the 14 October 1940 at Chapel Street, Coventry the Section were tasked to deal
with a 250 kg unexploded bomb. After nearly 4 days it was uncovered, it was fitted
with standard fuzes, these were so badly damaged that they could not be removed.
The electrical charge was thought to have dissipated by now. Just in case 2 Lt
Campbell applied a discharge tool just in case. On the 18 October 1942, Lt Campbell
believed the bomb was inert and could be moved. It was loaded onto a lorry and
taken to a safe place, W hitley Common. As it was being unloaded it exploded killing
all. Sergeant M Gibson is buried alongside his Section at London Road Cemetery,
Coventry, Square 348, Collective Grave 46. Pphoto credit: Colin Norburn .
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No file |l ocated at t he National Archi ves.
Pl aced in the London Gazette on the 9 March

During the air attack on the night 17/18 January, 1943, a large calibre bomb fell in
the warehouse of the Victoria Haulage Company at Battersea and after tearing its
way through the roof girders, machines and packing cases came to rest unexploded
immediate ly beneath the bed plate of a very large lathe. Owing to the fact that the
warehouse was full of new and heavy machine tools from the USA the Ministry of
supply applied to the Regional Commissioner for Category A 1. This was granted and
on the morning of 1 8 January, 1943 a work party began disposal operations. During
the day 18 January another A 1 Category bomb had been found to contain an entirely
new type of fuze which on examination during the night 18/19 January, was found
to embody characteristics which indicat ed it not only to be more formidable as an
anti-handling and booby trap than any other so far met, but to be proof against any
technique of equipment. On the same night the bomb at Battersea was identified as
a 500 kg with two fuzes and the casing so distorted as to render their removal
impossible, and on further examination one of the fuzes was found to be of the new
type. This necessitated shutting down the machinery of a large flourmill  next door
to the Victoria Haulage Company, owing to the excessive vibration, and work on the
bomb was temporarily suspended. In view of the urgent necessity of getting the flour
mill to work again and for removing the treat to machinery of the upmostimpor  tance
to the war effort, it was decided to attempt to remov e the base plate of the bomb
and extract the main explosive filling. Major Martin, who was a fully aware of the
extremely formidable characteristics of the new fuze, undertook the task and was
assisted by Lieutenant Deans on the 20 January, succeeded in removing the base
plate only to find the bomb contained solid cast TNT, which could only be removed
by the application of high temperature steam . It was considered that the risk of
detonating the bomb would be too great if the normal steaming out process was
used by remote control owing to the very high temperatures generated and the
excessive force of the steam jet, the effect of which on a possible loosened fuze
pocket could not be foreseen. It was decided, therefore, that the only way was to
apply the steam nozzle by hand, and only long enough at a time to soften the TNT
sufficiently to allow it to be scra ped away in small quantities. This not only entailed
further excavation to make working space and supporting the bomb in such a way
that it could not slip or be moved, but also involved two men being constantly in the
bomb pit to manipulate the steam and cooling water pipes and to scrape away the
softened explosive. This extremely hazardous work was undertaken by Major Martin
who assisted by Lieutenant Deans, worked continuously from the afternoon of
Wednesday, 20 January, through the night till 8.30 am on the 21 January, by which
time they had succeeded in removing the entire main filling cast of TNT from the
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bomb. The work was carried out in a cramped hole filled with steam and water in
which they had to lie alongside the bomb for nearly 24 hours, during which time
both officers had every reason to believe they were in extreme danger. Throughout
the long and hazardous operation Major Martin displayed cold blooded courage and
tenacity of purpose with complete disregard for the appalling risks involved.

Another 500 kg bomb fell on the night of 17/18 January, 1943, and came to rest 8
to 10 feet under the road surface in a side street adjacent to the Old Kent Road.
This was subsequently found to contain one of the new type fuzes. On Tuesday, 2
February, 1943, Major Martin, using newly developed technique and apparatus
attempted to withdraw the fuze. The fuze was stuck fast and on force being applied
the head of the fuze broke off leaving the body inside the fuse pocket. In order to
avoid attempting to remov e the bomb through the streets in a potentially dangerous
condition and to try out for experimental purposes a method of rendering the
damaged fuze safe, Major Martin undertook the task of operating on the fuze with
improvised apparatus and tools and was fully aware of the great danger involved.
The successful completion of the operation called for the utmost care, cool courage
and dogged perseverance under conditions of great physical and mental strain over
a long period.

On Thursday, 4 February, 1943, Major Martin was superintending the use of newly
developed apparatus on another 500 kg unexploded bomb containing one of the new
type of fuzes. The bomb was lying at the bottom of a deep and badly ventilated
shaft underneath a house. The process had reached a critical stage, and an officer
under instruction of Major Martin was at the bottom making final preparations when
he found his clothing to be on fire and flames coming from the apparatus on the
bomb. The officer managed t o climb the ladder which was now also on fire and give
warning Major Martin, assisted by another officer, put out the flames and dispatched
the officer to hospital. The cause of the fire was unknown but was thought to be
connected with certain chemicals us ed in the new process. Notwithstanding this
Major Martin went to the bottom of the shaft and continued to work until the fuze
had been successfully dealt with. As he did not know the actual cause of the fire
and realised the probability of a recurrence wit h grave risk of subsequent
detonation, to continue this operation called for courage and endurance of a very
high order.

Since the night of 17/18 January, 1943, Major Martin, has rendered invaluable
assistance by carrying out trials of newly developed apparatus on eight bombs found
to contain fuzes of the new type so far with complete success, but in all cases the

element of grave personnel risk has been high, calling for sustained courage and
tenacity of purpose over long periods at a time. Major Martin has been intimately

concerned on Bomb Disposé& operations in the London Area since September, 1940.
During the heavy raids of 1940/1941 he personally dealt with a large number of



unexploded bombs many of which were of the delayed action type. His contribution

to the technical development of Bomb Disposal technique have been valuable and
at all times he has displayed the same cool deliberate courage with complete

disregard for personnel danger.

Further Information

He was also awarded the Military Cross 1918, British War Medal 19141920, Victory
Medal 19141920, Defence Medal 19391945, War Medal 19331945, Coronation
Medal 1953. Bomb Disposal School, SME, Ripon, Demob in 1945.
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WYLIE, George Cameron GC, (1942531) Sapper, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers.
25th December 1908 to 1 February 1987

No file found on the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on 30 September 1940. Supplement 34956. Page5767

SapperWylie was a member of the Bomb DisposalSection engagedupon the recovery
of the bomb which fell in the neighbourhood of St Pauls Cathedral.

The actual discovery and removal of the bomb fell to him. SapperWy | i uatirsy
energy, courage, and disregard for danger were an outstanding example to his
comrades

Further information

Due to its weight and the soft soil, the job of removing the bomb from the ground
was an arduous task, which took three days. The task was made that bit more
hazardous by a broken gas main, on fire, being nearby.
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ALLEN, James Girton GM, (166527) Lieutenant, 17 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/437 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 5" May 1944. Supplement 36498. Page 2049

At Salerno between 2" October and 9" October 1943, Lieutenant Allen defuzed and

removed seven British bombs fitted with long delay fuzes and anti -handling devices.
The bombs were situated adjacent to the Salerno -Naples Road and a railway, and
were impending the military operations. By his su ccessful removal of these bombs,
without causing an explosion, a serious hindrance to operations was avoided.

Between 9" October and 15" October 1943, this officer and his Section investigated

many buildings for mines and booby traps; they found eighty -five, all of which they
cleared. Lieutenant Allen was also called to examine some barracks where he
discovered and neutralized a German timed firing mechanism connected to about
fifteen hundred pounds of high explosives. During all these operations this officer

displayed great gallantry, well knowing the great personal risks he was taking.

Further detail s

At the time of dealing with the British Bombs , the design of fuzes and the necessary
measures to defuze them had not been released to the Bomb Disposal Teams. This
seemingly extraordinary decision was taken i n case BD personnelwere captured and
divulged said information.

ANDERSON, Der 6M, H&WDOY12) 106 Bomb Disposa

Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/681 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215 January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page 461.

Whilst attached to this unit he has been engaged daily in digging out unexploded
bombs, with a total disregard for his own safety, on Wednesday, July 3 ™, 1940 at
Stoke-on-Trent, 2/Lieut Anderson with a complete disregard for his own personal
safety, unsuccessfully attempted to remove the fuze of an unexploded bomb on the
premises of Messrs. The Wagon Repairs Ltd. The fuze was of an unfamiliar type an
resisted all efforts at removal and eventually the bomb was successfully removed
from side and destroyed in a safety area. Again, on Oct, 9 " 1940 at the Works of
English Electric Coy. At Stafford, 2LT. Anderson showed great gallantry in dealing
with a U.X.B. whose detonation on site would have caused most serious dislocation
to work of vital importance.
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He has for some considerable time been engaged almost daily in dealing with U.X.Bs.
and has at all times shown a total disregard for his own safety.

ASHMORE, Arthur James GM, (2009340) Sergeant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/152 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 16 ™ November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.

Sergeant Ashmore was engaged continuously on bomb disposal operations for a
period of four weeks following the enemy air raids on Grimsby and Cleethorpes on
the morning of the 14th of June 1943. He disposed personally of more than 60 fully
armed 2-kilogram anti -personnel bombs, 41 of them during the period 14th to 21
June, when he was intensely engaged in this work during all the hours of daylight.
He displayed great courage and resource in dealing with bombs fuzed to detonate
on the slighte st movement, many of them in unstable and awkward positions.

One bomb fell on a Cleethorpes railway siding beneath a wagon of valuable goods.
Sergeant Ashmore crawled beneath the wagon and by means of skilful sandbagging
and protective work completely averted damage to the wagon and the goods it
contained when the b omb was detonated. Another bomb which fell at the side of a
signal box in Grimsby Goods Yard was insecurely poised and liable to roll over if
subjected to the smallest vibration. Sergeant Ashmore carried out protective
sandbagging, laid a charge, and detonated the bomb successfully with only
superficial damage to the signal box and one overhead wire cut. A further bomb that
was dropped was found suspended by its drogue over the false roof of a building.
The bomb was inaccessible from inside and had to be ap proached from the roof.
Sergeant Ashmore cleared the room adjacent to the bomb of all valuable fitting and
furniture and furniture and rigged a tackle from the chimney stack to pull the bomb
clear. After the slight movement of the bomb the tackle jammed an d Sergeant
Ashmore at great risk of further disturbing the bomb climbed over the roof and freed
the tackle. On pulling again the bomb immediately exploded.

BAILEY, William Henry GM, 7 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers
The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/331 held at the National Archives

Posted in the London Gazette on the 10th March 1944. Supplement 36416. Page
1151.



Sergeant Bailey has been employed on bomb disposal duties since October 1940. He
has worked on approximately two hundred unexploded bombs. He made a large
number of reconnaissanceds, whilst raids wer
to be absolutel y fearless and shown a fine example and spirit to the men employed
under him.

During the raid on Plymouth on 12 August 1943, he assisted his officer (Captain Gray)
in dealing with a 500 -kilogram unexploded bomb which had been dropped and had
caused the closing of the main Exeter to Plymouth Road. He took his turn at scraping
away with his bare hands a quantity of concrete whilst gas was escaping from a
broken gas pipe nearby, in order to get at the fuze of the bomb. At times  he was
compelled to break off from this work because of having been overcome by the
fumes. The fuze was eventually extracted and the bomb removed to a safe place.
By working under such adverse conditions, it called for a high degree of courage,
determination and devotion to duty on the part of this non -commissioned officer.

Further information
Lieutenant John Henry Havelock Gray was also awarded the George Medal for this
incident (see separate entry).

BAINBRIDGE Alexander George GM, (123013) Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1349 held at the National Archive.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30th September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5653.

In September 1940, a large bomb fell in Woolwich. In view of the proximity of the
bomb to the railway and municipal centre, Captain Bainbridge immediately dealt
with the bomb himself. The bomb proved to have two of the most dangerous fuzes,
and whilst atte mpting to remove them the bomb exploded, seriously injuring him.
In October 1940, a bomb of the highest priority fell in the Southern Outfall Sewer
for which he was responsible. Although he had scarcely recovered from his accident,
he hastened back to duty before the expiration of his sick leave, in order to deal
with t his bomb.

Many instances of gallantry by this officer could be recorded, including one in
October 1940, in High Street, Plumstead. After lighting the fuze which had to
demolish a bomb, an old lady emerged from an unexpected quarter into the danger
area. He ran back to this person and just succeeded in getting her to a place of
safety when the bomb exploded.



Captain Bainbridge has made approximately one hundred reconnaissance of
unexploded bombs, from time to time by night under blitz conditions.

He continues to maintain well the very high standard and gallantry and devotion to
duty which has characterized all his work.

BARNES James GM, Second Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/365 held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette 22 January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page 462.

On the 6 November 1940, ten bombs were dropped on the factory of Vauxhall Motors
Limited at Luton. One of the bombs had fallen on the heat -treatment department.
Realising the seriousness of the situation, Lieutenant Barnes immediately
volunteered to enter the building and remove the fu ze from the bomb. This was
successfully achieved and removed a very serious danger. After further
investigation, another unexploded bomb was discovered in close proximity to a large
A.R.P control room. Without hesitation, Lieu tenant Barnes proceeded to excavate
the ground around the bomb until he was able to defu ze it. It was due to his cool
and courageous action that the Company, engaged on important Government
production, was working full again the next morning, with practically no time lost.

BAYS Phillip Arthur GM, (253407), 6 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/686 held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette 19" October 1945. Supplement 37311. Page 5105.

Since joining 6 Bomb Disposal Company, on & December, 1942, Lieutenant Bays has
been engaged almost continuously on work of a very dangerous nature. He had at all
times displayed ingenuity, presence of mind and outstanding courage, and his
resource in difficult situations has been a major contribut ion to the safety of his
men and the success of the many operations carried out by him. In all operations
Lieutenant Bays has displayed courage and initiative of a high order.

BEAN, William Owen GM, (2968034) Corporal, 77Bomb Disposal Section, 10 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers
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The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/147 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

On August 31, 1940, at Middleton, several High Explosive Bombs dropped near a
thickly populated area, eight of the bombs failing to explode. Digging operations
were commenced for the recovery of the bombs which had fallen on the bank of the
railway and aft er digging a few feet bad ground was encountered which slowed up
the progress of the work. Corporal Bean, by his example and coolness, expedited
operations, and recovered the bombs which were successfully defused, thus
expediting the return to their homes of several hundred people who had been
evacuated.

BIGGS,Alfred John GM, (56967) Temporary Captain, 8 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/353. Held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on 22 January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page 462.

When a 250-kilo bomb fell through the railway viaduct at Birmingham, Captain Biggs
immediately set off and found the bomb partially buried beneath the viaduct, and

in such a position that its explosion would seriously dislocate traffic for a
considerable period. Captain Biggs uncovered the fu ze which was still ticking and
attempted to take it out, but the locking ring had jammed. By means of a hammer
and chisel, the filling cap was taken off and the T.N.T. washed out with a hosepipe.
With a crowbar he then levered out the fu ze pocket. The fuse exploded seven
minutes after removal. This is only one of many instances of equally courageous
action by Captain Biggs who, by his conduct, inspires all ranks of the Company under
his Command.

BLACKSHAW, Thomas GM, (210258) Lieutenant, 22 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/49 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17th August 1943. Supplement 36136. Page
3690.

On the night of the 3/4 March 1943, enemy aircraft dropped approximately 350 anti -
personal bombs on Essex. The bombs fell in open country and mostly on the surface.
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It was necessary to dispose of these bombs as soon as possible as they were holing
up agriculture and could not be adequately guarded in the rural areas in which they
fell. Owing to an exercise the only officers available to deal with these bombs were
Major Gerhold, Lieutenant Clinton and Lieutenant Blackshaw. Owing to this shortage
of officers Sergeant Hall was called to assist in the work which normally would be
performed by an officer.

At the time in question little was known regarding the action of these anti  -personnel
bombs, and instructions as to their disposal were by no means complete. The anti -
personnel bombs were fitted with two new types of fuzes which had not hitherto
been encountered in England. One type, fuze 70B, was an anti -handling fuze
designed to set off the bomb at the slightest touch. The other type was a long delay
fuze 67, designed to explode the bomb at any time up to half an hour after falling.
Owing to faulty action . These fuzes are liable to stop and subsequently restart if the
bomb is disturbed, or even if other bombs within 25 yards exploded.

When possible, these three officers and Sergeant Hall threaded a cord round or
through projecting portions of the bombs and jerked them by remote control. When
this was not practicable, or the bomb with which they were dealing did not explode
on being jerk ed, they placed an explosive charge against the bomb and blew it up.
In such cases, the charge had to actually touch the bomb to ensure 100% efficiency.
In instances where bombs are buried, it is necessary to find them by hand and
remove any earth that may be laying on them. A charge can then be laid on these
bombs which will destroy them. The danger lies in the risk of disturbing the bombs
which may set them off.

These three officers and Sergeant Hall between them dealt successfully with 314 of
bombs which fell. Of this number, 67 were dealt with by Major Gerhold 69 by
Lieutenant Clinton, 95 by Lieutenant Blackshaw and 83 by Sergeant Hall. In disposing
of this bomb each of these officers and N.C.O. displayed sustained courage of a high
order as the disposal of each bomb constituted a very real risk.

BLACKWELL, Thomas Walter Townsend GM MBE, (169038) Lieutenant, 21 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/463 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 6™ November 1942. Supplement 35775. Page
4825.

At about 10 p.m. on the night of the 30 ™ July, 1942, a number of delayed action
bombs were dropped on Birkirham. One of these bombs partially demolished a house

in a very built -up area, thereby burying a number of civilians. The bomb remained
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partially exposed, Lieutenant Blackwell on arriving at the site discovered that the
bomb contained two delayed action fuzes, the clocks of which were both working.
He decided that the proper course of action was to remove the bomb as soon as
possible to a less vulnerable area, so that efforts could be made to rescue the
entombed people. As no lifting tackle was available Lieutenant Blackwell decided
that the bomb must be towed away. It was necessary first to clear a passage for the
bomb, and in this he was assisted by a local constable. Lieutenant Blackwell then
tried to haul the bomb clear by means of a truck and towing rope. The layout of the
street only permitted of a towing rope of twelve feet in length. The first attempt
failed owing to the bomb becomin g stuck in the debris. It then became obvious that
two persons were required. The constable volunteered to drive the truck, which he
did, and with Lieutenant Blackwell guiding the bomb, the operation was completed.
The fact that the people buried under the debris of the house on which the bomb
had fallen, were, when extricated, found to be dead, does not detract from the
gallantry of the action of Lieutenant Blackwell and the constable.

Further Information
Lieutenant T W T Blackwell was also awarded the Member of the Order of the British
Empire see separate entry.

BORTHWICK, William Sangster GM, (311379) Lieutenant, 11 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/742 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 25th December 1945. Supplement 37404. Page
6275.

Lieutenant Borthwick has been engaged in the clearance of minefield for the past

twelve months and has dealt with approximately 1600 mines. On the 27th April 1945,
whilst he was clearing a minefield south of Dunbar, he received a message that an
accident had occurred in a minefield north of Dunbar. He immediately proceeded to

the scene and on arrival found that two mines had exploded killing three Prisoners
of War and injuring nine others. Accompanied by a Sergeant, Lieutenant Borthwick
swept in with a mine detector and removed all the Prisoners of War and those that
had been killed, from the minefield. This was a particularly dangerous operation as

the Prisoners of War did not understand English and tended to move about in the
live minefield when they saw t he clearance party approaching towards them with
stretchers.

On the 14 September 1945, he received a message regarding another accident which
had occurred on Peffer Sands minefield. He proceeded to this minefield with another
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Sergeant and swept in and removed the bodies of 4 men of his Company who had
been killed in this particular incident. In both of these incidents Lieutenant
Borthwick ran a considerable risk, but by his initiative and gallant action, he ensured
that the men who had been wounded were removed with the greatest possible speed
and sent to hospital. This officer set a fine example of courage and determination,
which inspired those who were privileged to witness his deed.

Further information
Sgt Craik was awarded the British Empire Medal for his part in the Dunbar operation.
See separate entry.

BOURNE, Edward Louis GM, (154267) Temporary Captain, 4 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/207 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 21 st December 1943. Supplement 36279. Page
5572.

During August 1943, the enemy dropped over two hundred and fifty anti -personnel
bombs on districts in Norfolk, and Captain Bourne personally dealt with one hundred
and forty -two of them. His disposal of 31, 2 -kilogram anti -personal bombs at Wells-
on-Sea, constituted a very heavy risk, and each of the remaining bombs which he
dealt with also entailed a slight though none the less real risk. The cumulative
danger in disposing of 142 bombs, was,
called for sustained c ourage. This officer has been employed on bomb disposal duties
since October 1940, and disposed of three hundred and forty -six other bombs of
various calibre, many of them under highly dangerous conditions.

Further Information

A note handwritten on the citation states:  Not for publication in the Press .

His Sergeant Fred Fisher, was awarded the British Empire Medal for this incident
(see separate entry).

BRABIN, John GM, (1990980) Sergeant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/652 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 12 st September 1944. Supplement 36279. Page
5572.
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Sergeant Brabin has been employed on bomb disposal duties since October, 1940.
During this time, he hashelped to deal with over two hundred and sixty unexploded
high explosive bombs and one hundred and two S.D.2 anti-personnel bombs. He has
at all times proved that his thoughts for the safety and well-being of his men are
foremost in his mind. His personal courage and disregard for his own safety, has
always been of the highest of the highest order, and acted as a tonic and inspiration
to the many junior N.C. Osplaced under his charge. Hid performance in personally
disposing of twenty -six unexploded S.D.2 bombs with70B fuzes at Caston, of which
seven were hanging in hedges and three in corn stooks was one calling for very
considerable coolness and steady courage, as the disposal of one of these bombs
constitutes a risk and of twenty -six, many in awkward positions, a very real risk.
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This Citation is taken from file WO373/67/188 held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette on the 17 " February 1942. Supplement 35460. Page
773.

Corporal Bristow has been employed on bomb disposal work for the past eleven
months and has been consistently at the side of his Section Officer in the hazardous
work carried out. He has been consistently reliable and unheeding of danger,
thereby setting a fine example to the men working under him.

He was in charge of operations during two incidents under the direction of an officer,

and with another N.C.O. the conditions under which he worked in one of these
incidents were appalling since apart from the danger of asphyxiation, there was a
grave danger of fire and explosion in a gas holder, with the additional knowledge
that should the bomb on which he was working detonate, the result would be certain

death. The bomb on this occasion was fitted with the most dangerous combination
of delay-action and anti -handling fuzes.
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BUTLER, Frank Herbert GM, Acting Lieutenant, 11 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

This Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1372 held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5653.

Lieutenant Butler has done excellent work in connection with bomb disposal, and
has reconnoitred one hundred and fifty -nine incidents of this nature, many of them
during the blitz period.

On the night of 7" May, 1941, a number of unexploded bombs were dropped on the
Imperial Chemical Industries factory at Ardeer. These bombs were A.1. category, as
two were in the black powder plant. Work commenced on the 9 ™ May under
extremely difficult conditions due to tidal water and running sand. In spite of this
Lieutenant Butler persevered and excavated to a depth of fifteen feet, removing the
bomb, a 250-kilogram, in one hundred and twenty hours, thus allowing product ion
to continue. A further categ ory A.1 bomb fell just outside a manufacturing shop for
black powder. After completion of other A.1 category bombs in this are work was
commenced on May the 12", Excavation was carried out to a depth of sixteen feet
through running sand and water. The work was most difficult. As the tide came in
water and sand boiled up from beneath the shuttering. Shafts were sunk to a depth
of twenty -one feet and a bomb of 1,00 O kilograms was found with a 35 fuze. The
bomb was recovered and removed on the 13" June. Another bomb of 250-kilograms
which had a 17 and 50 fuze and had penetrated fourteen feet was removed in forty -
two hours.



On another occasion an unexploded bomb weighing 50-kilograms dropped on

Blackburn Aircraft Factory at Dunbarton. It was necessary to cut through six inches

of concrete and to evacuate to a depth of four feet so as to remove this bomb. The

bomb was removed in four working hours thus enabling production at the factory to
continue. Lieutenant Butlersd record of out s
sustained over a long period and under the heavy attack of the enemy, merits the

highest praise.

CANN, Charles GM, (2067513) Sergeant, 8 Bomb Disposal Section, 4 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/360. Held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1941 Supplement 35050. Page
462.

On the 28th October, 1940. Sergeant Cann was ordered to investigate an entirely
new type of small anti -personnel bomb. Which had been dropped in considerable
numbers. With full knowledge of the possible fatal consequences, he secured a
complete bomb, the m echanism of which was within a hairs breadth of operating
the detonating fuse. In consultation with, and in the presence of an officer, he
dismantled the bomb and rendered it harmless. This was all done after police
officers had handled the bombs with fata | results. The valuable information obtained
was the first to be received and allowed of precautionary orders being issued.

Further Information
Sergeant C M Cann GM incident was in Ipswich area where the first Butterfly Bombs
were dropped a number of policemen were killed investigating the new devices.

Sergeant Cann in July 1945 he went
into hospital to have his tonsils

removed, tragically he passed
away anaesthetic. (Some years
later his son died under the same

circumstances.)

Commemorated at  Woodvale
Crematorium, Brighton.
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CARTER,John William GM, (1880745) Sapper, 2 Bomb Disposal Group, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/778. Held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11" March 1941. Supplement 35009. Page 1427.

At Gravesend on the 17 December, 1940, when the Section Officer was attempting
to defuse an unexploded bomb fitted with a No. 17 fuse, the top of the fu ze came
away, and the officer, owing to consideration of saving property, decided to extract
the fu ze by hand, a difficult and dangerous operation. Sapper Carter knowing the
danger, volunteered his aid and gave his officer all help, both practical and moral,
that could possibly be given in a trying and hazardous task, without any thought to
his personal danger.

Further Information

Sapper Carter also supported his officer on several incidents these included two
250kg bombs in a school playing field, a Flam 250 incendiary at Bowater Paper Mills,
close to the River Thames, and another bomb in a back garden in Dashwood Road,
Gravesend. This last bomb was discovered with its fu ze visible but so badly damaged
as to be unidentifiable. Later it was found to be a no 17 Long Delay fu ze, which was
removed by hammer and cold chisel, standard practice at the time, the fuse fired
ten minutes after removal.
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Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/45. Held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette on the 28" October 1941. Supplement 35362. Page
6247.

Sergeant Chester has been employed on bomb disposal for twelve months. From
August to September 1940, he worked in the heavily blitzed areas around Tilbury.
His example has been an inspiration to his men. He has reconnoitred and dealt with
three parachute mi nes and 200 bombs, i ncluding
which were fitted with No. 17 fuzes.

In August 1940, he recovered the first 250 -kilogram bomb experienced by his
Section, and the information gained formed the basis of subsequent operations of
his Section.

Il n September 1940, five Category O0AOG bombs

at Rims Park Station, Hornchurch. Sergeant Chester worked for eight hours on these
bombs which were successfully removed thereby enabling the line to be re -opened
for traffic.

At Warley in October 1940, he was called upon to demolish a parachute mine.
Disregarding his own safety and knowing that any disturbance would operate the
mine fuze, he excavated the loose soil covering the mine and laid the charge.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that Sergeant Chester has shown himself to be
possessed of fine qualities of leadership, determination, and cool courage in the
face of danger under difficult circumstances.

CLINTON, Michael Arthur GM and Bar, (130514) Lieutenant , 22 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/186.Held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette 17" February 1942. Supplement 35460. Page 773.

Lieutenant Clinton has been engaged continuously on bomb disposal work for the
past eleven months and has disposed of approximately 200 bombs of all types and
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sizes. He has always displayed consistent

and to assist the Royal Navy in the disposal of parachute mines. In two incidents
brought to notice, Lieutenant Clinton accepted the risk of certain death with
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sustained courage and complete disregard for personal danger. The bomb which he
dealt with on one occasion was in an extremely sensitive condition. In dealing with
this particular bomb Lieutenant Clinton ran the gravest risk, especially after the
mechanism had started and stopped again since it is unusual to expect in this event
that the mechanism has but a few moments to run before the striker is released.
Lieutenant Clintondés actions in withdrawing
described in another incident was extremely hazardous since it was known that there
was the strong possibility of an anti -withdrawal device being fitted behind the 17A
fuze and that the slightest vibration was likely to activate the 50 fuze. That these
known risks were accepted by Lieutenant Clinton denotes cool courage and tenacity
of purpose of a very high order. His regard for the safety of the men working under
him has always been a primary consideration.

Citation to the Bar to the George Medal

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/49. Held at the National Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 17th August 1943. Supplement 36136. Page
3690.

On the night of the 3/4 March 1943, enemy aircraft dropped approximately 350 anti -
personal bombs on Essex. The bombs fell in the open country and mostly on the
surface. It was necessary to dispose of these bombs as soon as possible as they were
holing up agriculture and could not be adequately guarded in the rural areas in which
they fell. Owing to an exercise the only officers available to deal with these bombs
were Major Gerhold, Lieutenant Clinton, Lieutenant Blackshaw, and Sergeant Hall.

At the time in question little was known regarding the action of these anti  -personnel
bombs, and instructions as to their disposal were by no means complete. The anti -
personnel bombs were fitted with two new types of fuzes which had not hitherto
been encountered in England. One type, fuze 70B, was an anti -handling fuze
designed to set off the bomb at the slightest touch. The other type was a long delay
fuze 67, designed to explode the bomb at any time up to half an hour after falling.
Owing to faulty action . These fuzes are liable to stop and subsequently restart if the
bomb is disturbed, or even if other bombs within 25 yards exploded.

When possible, these three officers and Sergeant Hall threaded a cord round or
through projecting portions of the bombs and jerked them by remote control. When
this was not practicable, or the bomb with which they were dealing did not explode
on being jerk ed, they placed an explosive charge against the bomb and blew it up.
In such cases, the charge had to actually touch the bomb to ensure 100% efficiency.
In instances where bombs are buried, it is necessary to find them by hand and
remove any earth that may be laying on them. A charge can then be laid on these
bombs which will destroy them. The danger lies in the risk of disturbing the bombs
which may set them off.



These three officers and Sergeant Hall between them dealt successfully with 314 of
bombs which fell. Of this number, 67 were dealt with by Major Gerhold 69 by
Lieutenant Clinton, 95 by Lieutenant Blackshaw and 83 by Sergeant Hall. In disposing
of this bomb each of these officers and N.C.O. displayed sustained courage of a high
order as the disposal of each bomb constituted a very real risk.

Captain Temporary Major Lewis Gerhold GM also awarded a Bar to his George Medal
and Lieutenant Thomas Blackshaw and Sergeant Thomas Hall were awarded the
George Medal for this action. See separate entries.

DAVIESCharles Ernest Davies GM (127300) Second Lieutenant Acting Lieutenant
23 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/44 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Lieutenant Davies has been engaged continuously on Bomb Disposal since August

1940. During this period, he has dealt with over 400 bombs of all sizes, including 35
Category O0OAOG incidents. Nearly all the Categ
the req uisite instruments for dealing with such bombs had been brought into use,

and every bomb was a potential booby trap. He has at all times shown a splendid

spirit, and by his courage and devotion to duty has set a fine example to the men

under his command.

On the 21 September, 1940, at Weybridge, two 250 -kilogram bombs were dropped
on the Hawkers Aircraft Factory. One of the bombs which had not penetrated was
removed, the other bomb was under the concrete floor in a workshop, and
excavation was commenced immediately, continuing all night until 8 am, next
morning. This bomb was successfully extracted. The destruction of twenty -five
British aircraft was, without doubt, saved through the perseverance of Lieutenant
Davies.

On 27 October 1940, at Onslow Village, Guildford, a 250 -kilogram bomb had fallen
at the rear of a house, under a sewer and also under cables and pipes carrying all
the main services. This bomb was fitted with a No. 17 fuze and a plain green fuze.
Both fuzes stuck when Lieutenant Davies made an attempt at defu sing. The bomb
was, however, removed to a safe spot and demolished.

On 28 October, 1940, at Ormonde Road, Godalming, a 250-kilogram bomb fell in a
passageway in the middle of a row of houses. This bomb was fitted with Numbers 17

n o



and 50 fuzes. It was removed into the roadway, loaded on to a lorry and taken to an
open site for demolition. Lieutenant Davies personally helped in this operation.

On the 10th of May, 1941, at Air Speed Factory, Christchurch, twelve bombs were
dropped. All the bombs, some of which were C
p.m. the same day. The two -pin plug discharger was used by Lieutenant Davies on

all the fuzes bu t on testing two of them afterward they were found to be alive.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that Lieutenant Davies has an outstanding

record of courageous action and fine leadership during which his own safety has been
completely disregarded

DEANE,Tom James GM, (87982) Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers
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DEANS,Ralph Willis GM, (204212) Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/524 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11 March 1943.
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DENNISON,Peter Neville GM, (2068288) Company Quarter Master Sergeant, 1
Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers
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DICKENSONKenneth GM, Lieutenant, 10 Bomb Disposal Section, 4 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from W0O373/66/354.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

When an unexploded bomb fell within the confines of Shoeburyness Garrison.
Lieutenant Dickinson immediately sent to the spot with a Sergeant and a Sapper.
Despite the fact that a very severe air raid was in progress, he collected the bomb,
placed it in a | orry and drove the dangerous cargo to a safe spot where he defused
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the bomb and rendered it harmless. Lieutenant Dickinson has been operating under
constant air raids regardless of his personal safety.

DIXON, William Arthur MC GM, Temporary Captain, 3 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1350 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5653.

On the 9 December 1940, a bomb fell in Holburn. Captain Dixon inspected the bomb
the following morning and found that it was lying in a partly broken condition near
the surface. As the bomb was causing serious dislocation of traffic it was decided
that it should be dealt with at once in spite of the risks involved. The bomb was
found to have a most dangerous fuze of the clockwork variety, and the clock was
still ticking. It was not possible to stop the clock owing to the irregular shape of the
bomb which has been distorted by impact with the pavement. Captain Dixon
successfully removed the explosive and then made the bomb safe by detonating the
fuze in the crater. This act of gallantry is typical of many which has been carried
out by this officer, whose work has been specially brought to notice by the Civil
Group which he is employed.

Captain Dixon has carried out over one hundred reconnaissance of unexploded bombs
and has personally supervised the rendering safe of all of them. He has constantly
displayed courage and determination of a very high order, and has been an inspiring
example to the officers and men working under him.

FEATHER, William Anderson GM, (119063) Lieutenant, 4 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/42 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Lieutenant Feather has worked continuously on Bomb Disposal for 12 months and has
successfully dealt with approximately 200 bombs of all descriptions. From June to
September, 1940, he was stationed at Harwich and at times worked under heavy
0 bl it z onswith grelat courage and with total disregard for his personal safety.
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His fine leadership, great care for detail, and intelligent advice, have been the
means of ensuring the safety of his men under all conditions.

On the 21 August, 1940, he carried out a reconnaissance of eleven 50 -kilogram
bombs which had fallen just outside and inside the Royal Naval Mine Depot at
Wrabness, in which loaded mines were stored at the time. It was due to his energetic
leadership and encouragement that the bombs were recovered in two days. One of
the bombs was fitted with a No.17 fuze.

On the 9" September, 1940, he reconnoitred in the middle of the night ten Category
A bombs which had dropped in the middle of the Explosive and Chemical Products
works at Great Oakley, Harwich. Three of the bombs were of 500 kilograms and the
reminder 50 kilograms. The majority of the bombs were within 50 yards of one on
ton of stored guncotton. Lieutenant Feather worked for four days with his squad
under constant air attack. The site, however, was cleared of the bombs and the
factory re -opened in the mini mum time.

On the 17 July 1941, At Bury St Edmunds, an explosion occurred in the bottom of an
anti-tank ditch in which some rubbish had been fired. Having ordered the area to be
evacuated by Bomb Disposal personnel, Lieutenant Feather, with great courage,
jumped into the ditch and with the help of another officer, removed a full 50
Kilogram bomb which had become overheated and was known to be in a dangerous
state.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states the Lieutenant Feather has displayed dogged

courage and devotion to duty of a very high order over a long period, under difficult
and dangerous conditions.

FORD, James GM, (130518) Second Lieutenant, 2 Bomb Disposal Group, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/763. Held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11 "March 1941. Supplement 35099. Page 1427.

On the 18t1h9 4@c.t cAdbdrarge unexploded bomb fell

power house at the Bexl ey Ment al I nstituti
Lieutenant Ford set about its removal as t
temperature was considerably higher than 100
was polluted with gasses, the work presente

the riskoof 8rpbodi Lieutenant Ford displayed
to duty



GARS ] SaEmu@MTe mp o rCaarpyt 8iombi sp®sal sOfofniak @y a |
Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/66/1351. Held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30™" September 1941.

I n September 1940, Captain Garside carried
destroying by demolition a magnetic mine whi
Owing to the submerged condition of this min
nor mal. way was therefore decided to use cou
Garside was provided with a diving suit and
charge in position at | ow water and then fir
being taken epthhefewtatar dthus provided to
bl ast. The fixing of the charge was a most
Captain Garsideds part might wel!/l have caus
prospect whateverionf estapbislwochkhrayg he did
precision and complete success, Captain Gart
characterized al/l his work. Hi s act of gall
men working under hi m.

Since taking over his Group as Divisional o
tasks to perfor m, in particular when dealin
which fell in Twickenham High Road. The bomb
A. R. P ioprealatcabl es. Captain Garside was ©pre
excavation and did all the actual work on th
Since November, 1940 Captain Garside has <car
reconnai ssanceds of unexploded bombs, and ha
safe of all bombs in his area which present
danger.

GAYL R,orHgeen GM2 3Bombi spE&€esambaRygyBhgi neer s
The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/69/370. Held at National Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 20th Apr

On t h'dloBember 1944, at Hasselt, reconstruct
bridge was stopped owing to the presence of
water in the Al bert Canal

Lieutenant Gayl or went down and | ocated th
underneath torn railway | ines, steel girder
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squeeze himself between damaged girders at

fouling the air or |life |Iine and so being tr
the tail fuze by touch, found it was Ilin a d
equi pment could not be used under water, he

mud and the damaged condition of the nose,
ascertain whether the bomb had a nose fuze,
had, he adawn &edtguided the bomb through th

as it was hauled out, knowing that any moven
Further I nformatio
On the 7 August 1,9
whil st c¢clearing Br
Rattery Head, no,

vol unteered with C
and Sapper A Hurle
mi nésring the proc:
exploded kill Hng &
was transferred t¢
buried in Abney Pa
Newi ngt on, London.

GERHOLD,Lewis GM and Bar, (131777) Second Lieutenant, 11 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

George .MdhkkalRecommendation is taken from file
Nati on ArPcohsitveeds.i n the Londoh"S&Gptzember oh9 41l
Suppl ement 35292. Page 5654.

Lieutenant Gerhold has carried out two hundr
connection with bomb disposal and dealt with seventy -two unexploded bombs.

During the heavy raids on the West of Scotland area & March to May, 1941, he has

carried out extensi ve reconnaissance duties whilst bombs were falling.

Of the seventy-two bombs with which this officer and his Section have dealt, three
incidents are worthy of mention:

A category A. 1 bomb dropped at Bishopston on 2" October, 1940. Commencing
operations on October 4™ and working in blue clay, and with the section having little
experience in timbering, the removal of this bomb was most difficult. Work was
carried on continuously, and after three separate shafts had been sunk the bomb
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was removed. The weight of the bomb was 250 kilograms, and operations for its
removal lasted 51 days.

On the 71" May, 1941, a bomb dropped at Tannochside Colliery, stopping the pit.
Work on the bomb was commenced on the 9" May. This bomb was also of 250
kilograms and had a 17 and 50 fuze. The fuze was discharged, clock stopper fitted
and bomb sterilized.

On the night of the 13/14 March, 1941, at No. 2 High Level Rothesay Docks, a bomb
was dropped which was found to possess a 17A and 17 fuze. Great difficulty was
experienced in dealing with this bomb due to tidal water. Nevertheless, Lieutenant
Gerhold persisted in his effort and due to his exertions and example to his men, the
bomb was removed and destroyed on 3 April, 1941.

Apart from these three incidents, this officer has always shown consistent keenness
and utter disregard of danger whilst carrying out his duties.

Bar to the George Medal . The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/68/49
held at the Nation Archives. Posted in London Gazette on the 17" August 1943.
Supplement 36136. Page 3690.

On the night of the 3/4 March 1943, enemy aircraft dropped approximately 350 anti
-personal bombs on Essex. The bombs fell in the open country and mostly on the
surface. It was necessary to dispose of these bombs as soon as possible as they were
holding up agriculture and could not be adequately guarded in the rural areas in
which they fell. Owing to an exercise the only officers available to deal with these
bombs were Major Gerhold, Lieutenant Clinton, Lieutenant Blackshaw, and Sergeant
Hall.

At the time in question little was known regarding the action of these anti  -personnel
bombs, and instructions as to their disposal were by no means complete. The anti -
personnel bombs were fitted with two new types of fuzes which had not hitherto
been encountered in England. One type, fuze 70B, was an anti -handling fuze
designed to set off the bomb at the slightest touch. The other type was a long delay
fuze 67, designed to explode the bomb at any time up to half an hour after falling.
Owing to faulty action . These fuzes are liable to stop and subsequently restart if the
bomb is disturbed, or even if other bombs within 25 yards exploded.

When possible, these three officers and Sergeant Hall threaded a cord round or
through projecting portions of the bombs and jerked them by remote control. When
this was not practicable, or the bomb with which they were dealing did not explode
on being jerk ed, they placed an explosive charge against the bomb and blew it up.
In such cases, the charge had to actually touch the bomb to ensure 100% efficiency.
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In instances where bombs are buried, it is necessary to find them by hand and
remove any earth that may be laying on them. A charge can then be laid on these
bombs which will destroy them. The danger lies in the risk of disturbing the bombs
which may set t hem off.

These three officers and Sergeant Hall between them dealt successfully with 314 of
bombs which fell. Of this number, 67 were dealt with by Major Gerhold 69 by
Lieutenant Clinton, 95 by Lieutenant Blackshaw and 83 by Sergeant Hall. In disposing
of this bomb each of these officers and N.C.O. displayed sustained courage of a high
order as the disposal of each bomb constituted a very real risk.

Further Information

Lieutenant Michael Arthur Clinton also awarded a Bar to his George Medal.
Lieutenant Thomas Blackshaw and Sergeant Thomas Hall were awarded the George
Medal for this action. (See separate entries).

GRAY,John Henry Havelock GM, (146273) Temporary Captain, 7 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/ 331
Posted in the London Gazette on the 10" March 1944. Supplement 36416. Page 1151.

Captain Gray has been employed on bomb disposal duties since October, 1940. He
has displayed a readiness to tackle any job at any time of the day or night and has
been an excellent example to his men as regards steadiness in face of danger.

During the raid on Plymouth on 12 August, 1943, this officer successfully dealt with
a 500-kilogram unexploded bomb which had been dropped and had caused the
closing of the main Exeter and Plymouth Road. In order to get at the fuze of this
bomb he had to scrape away with his bare hands a quantity of concrete, and the
work within a few feet of a broken gas pipe from which gas was escaping. In carrying
out this operation he displayed a high degree of courage, determination and
devotion to duty.

Captain Gray also successfully dealt with nine other un -exploded bombs which were
dropped on the same occasion, at great risk and in very short time.

GREEN, Clifford Henry GM, (134891) Second Lieutenant, 23 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 177
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11™ March 1941. Supplement 35099. Page 1427.
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At Gravesend on the 17" December, 1940, Lieutenant Green decided to defu se, by
remote control, a 250 -kilogram unexploded bomb fitted with a No. 17 fuze, prior to
removal to a suitable place for disposal, owing to the close proximity to a large
amount of property. Having removed the locking ring, the top of the fuze came away

in his hand. Realising that the position was dangerous and that the fuze was liable
to go off any minute, he immediately started the slow and difficult job of removing

the fuze by hand which was successfully extracted and thus saved a large amount of

property.

Further Information
This was at Dashwood Road, Gravesend, Kent.

GROVERNAyYyt GWMAct iCmagpt 8i2Blg mbi sp&sealt Rowy al
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 135
Posted in the Londo"%e ptagmihere Dh41 . heSBOp! e men
5654.

Captain Grover arri Védepitrembendon 940, the 8ha
Bomb Disposal Section. On one occasion the
concerned ywhdmga a2 Domb with a number 17 and
in a thickly populated road ihn st hpeerviodi ntihtey

met hod of dealing with this type of bomb was
and blow it up in some adjacent open space.
render one orfertth e Caupzteasi ni Grover took <charg
having | oaded the bomb on to a 15cwt truck
and then detonated it.

Captain Grover has an excellent record of ga
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Further I nformat.i
Maj or HA Grover,
1942, when attenc
shaft demonstrat
coll apsed killing

He i s at buri ed
Ground, Section K

Phot oe diatvii d Bl yth

HALDOhom@HK(18943%F83geazBtombi spE&€sambaRyyal
Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO0O373/
Posted in the Londo%uGuagtet ®43dn the 17

On the night of the 3/4 March 1943, enemy aircraft dropped approximately 350 anti -
personal bombs on Essex. The bombs fell in the open country and mostly on the
surface. It was necessary to dispose of these bombs as soon as possible as they were
holing up agriculture and could not be adequately guarded in the rural areas in which
they fe ll. Owing to an exercise the only officers available to deal with these bombs
were Major Gerhold, Lieutenant Clinton, Lieutenant Blackshaw, and Sergeant Hall.

At the time in question little was known regarding the action of these anti  -personnel
bombs, and instructions as to their disposal were by no means complete. The anti -
personnel bombs were fitted with two new types of fuzes which had not hitherto
been encountered in England. One type, fuze 70B, was an anti -handling fuze
designed to set off the bomb at the slightest touch. The other type was a long delay
fuze 67, designed to explode the bomb at any time up to half an hour after falling.



Owing to faulty action. These fuzes are liable to stop and subsequently restart if the
bomb is disturbed, or even if other bombs within 25 yards exploded.

When possible, these three officers and Sergeant Hall threaded a cord round or
through projecting portions of the bombs and jerked them by remote control. When
this was not practicable, or the bomb with which they were dealing did not explode
on being jerk ed, they placed an explosive charge against the bomb and blew it up.
In such cases, the charge had to actually touch the bomb to ensure 100% efficiency.
In instances where bombs are buried, it is necessary to find them by hand and
remove any earth that may be laying on them. A charge can then be laid on these
bombs which will destroy them. The danger lies in the risk of disturbing the bombs
which may set them off.

These three officers and Sergeant Hall between them dealt successfully with 314 of
bombs which fell. Of this number, 67 were dealt with by Major Gerhold 69 by
Lieutenant Clinton, 95 by Lieutenant Blackshaw and 83 by Sergeant Hall. In disposing
of this bomb each of these officers and N.C.O. displayed sustained courage of a high
order as the disposal of each bomb constituted a very real risk.

Further Information

Lieutenant Michael Arthur Clinton and Captain Temporary Major Lewis Gerhold also

awarded a Bar to their George Medal.

Lieutenant Thomas Blackshaw was awarded the George Medal for this action. See

separate entries.

Awarded for an incident at Mountnessing, Ess
night of the 364 Batc¢tkeri®943pbombs, S.D. 28s wa
Hall disposed of 32 of t hese hatr WMo unrotrree 9i n g
6t h mindeteen on the 7th, for this he was awa

HALSTHADNBEY | Jol IGM8RBomMbi sp&eal 480 mbi sposal
CompaRgyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 358
Posted in the LonddW aGanatyt el 9¢ir .t ISaipd2 ement
461.

When enemy aircraft bomsegpt Bonbwi ch1940t ha N

action bomb fell I n Theatre Street and anot
examination of one of the bombs it exploded
LieutenaniHamhby stwad <cl ose to the bwtmbwavshen
uninjured. Despite his experience he began t



and he and his men, regardless of their pers
removed the bomb, which was found tworbke fit
fuze. Owing to the gallant conduct and devot
t he bombgh whad fallen in a thickly popul ated

HENNI NGS, PhiGIM, p (Ri2Q2IW&2mBd Lieutenant, 12 Bomtk
Royal Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" February 1945. Supplement 36918. Page
685.

Lieutenant Hennings has been personally responsible for clearing mined areas in
South Eastern Command during the past 12 months. No accurate records were
available, nor were the position of the mines known. The areas were subjected to
tidal action, causing mines to be disturbed, in some cases beyond detectable depth.

Lieutenant Hennings showed grim determination and out -standing leadership in
carrying out the task. His initiative and methodical methods created the highest
respect among his men and he successfully detected and rendered safe more than
two thousand five h undred beach type mines whose mechanisms had been rendered
very sensitive.

Subsequently he has cleared many areas and on one occasion when an unavoidable
accident had occurred to his men on a mine -field, he unhesitatingly and immediately
entered the field to render aid to the injured, without considering the personal
danger to which he was exposing himself, thus restoring the confidence of his men.

Lieutenant Hennings has at all times inspired his men; his cool courage and fine
example of leadership under circumstances of extreme danger is deserving of the
highest praise.

HEWITT, William Mark GM, (73550) Temporary Captain, 56 Bomb Disposal
Section, 11 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 25™ March 1941. Supplement 35116. Page 1733.

On the 1%t November, 1940, an unexploded 550-pound bomb fell in the River Tyne
close to the bridge at East Linton carrying the main road over the river. Captain



Hewitt repeatedly dived into the river, which wasin flood, to locate the bomb. When
found, he held the bomb between his legs to ensure its location. He then made
several attempts to place a discharger on to the fuze; asthe water was very muddy,
he had no idea whether the fuze he wastackling wasthe type which detonated when
the plungers were pressed by the discharger or not. With a Lance Corporal and a
Sapper, he finally got a clove hitch fastened on to the bomb and with the help of
the rest of the Section pulled the bomb out and then discharged the fuze and
sterilized the bomb. The fact that the bomb had fallen in muddy ground increased
the chance of it exploding when moved, even if it was not already working on a
delayed action system.

Captain Hewitt also the Lance Corporal and Sapper showed exceptional courage in
dealing with this bomb in very difficult circumstances and in extremely cold and
muddy water. Animportant bridge on a main road was saved from possible damage.

Further Information
Sapper Ramsayand SapperJ Smith were awarded the British Empire Medal for this
incident see separate entries.

HI NTAONMhHen GWM( 2021663 )Ser ge@ad8tombi sp&eaki on,
9Bombi sp&€esampbaRyyBhgi neer s

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1941.

Lance Sergeant Hinton was engaged with his officer Second Lieutenant A. F.
Campbell in removing a 250-kilogram unexploded bomb at the Triumph Engineering
C O dMorks, Coventry, for two days prior to the following incident.

The bomb was found to be fitted with a delayed action fuze which could not be
removed. His officer decided that the bomb must be removed at once to a safe place
for detonation and Lance Sergeant Hinton volunteered to drive the lorry to the
selected site, a mile away, knowing full well the immense risk he was running. This
he did, with his officer, and the bomb was safely disposed of.

| consider his unhesitating act of gallantry is worthy of immediate award, which |
strongly recommend.

Further Information
Initially the recommendation was for the Distinguished Conduct Medal, then the
Empire Medal for Gallantry by Colonel CommandingWarwickshire and Coventry Sub-



Area Commander. However, the final decision was that he was to be awarded the
George Medal.

HOLLANDS,Leonard Charles Clarence GM, (1892128 Sergeant, 3 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.

Sergeant Hollands was engaged continuously from the 14" to 22" June, 1943, on
intensive bomb disposal operations following the enemy air raid on Grimsby and
Cleethorpes on the morning of the 14 June, 1943. During the period of operations
Sergeant Hollands dealt with 56 fully armed 2 -kilogram anti -personnel bombs, most
of which were in unstable positions and difficult of access, and fuzed to detonate
on the slightest movement. He performed his work as leader of a disposal party,
tirelessly, efficiently. An d with great personal courage and resource. He was
responsible for the introduction of original methods which effected considerable
reduction of damage to property.

On the 16™ June, 1943, a bomb in the circle of a cinema had been covered with
sandbags by wardens in misinterpretation of their instructions. Although risk of
detonation was involved, it was necessary to remove the sandbags in order to deal
with the bomb, and Sergeant Hollands attempted to do this by remote control by
means of Tackle. The friction of the tackle was too great and Sergeant Hollands
entered the false roof over the bomb to pull from a nearby position. On his first pull
the bomb detonated and h e only escaped possible fatal injury through the screening
effect of the sandbags. On the 17 ™ June, 1943, a bomb was balanced on the edge of
the gutter of a school. On order to place a demolition charge Sergeant Hollands
crawled along the sloping roof at considerable risk of slipping on to the bomb or of
dislodging a slate which would have caused detonation. Four other bombs fell on the
Tramway Depot Wharf. This wharf is constructed of old rotting and rocky sleepers.
In order to minimise damage to nearby b uildings, Sergeant Hollands built sandbag
screening walls. This was an extremely hazardous task as one false step on a rocking
rafter could have caused a detonation of one or more bombs. Sergeant Hollands
successfully laid charges and detonated the bombs, the total resultant damage being
only two broken windows.



HONE, William GM, (1880443) Corporal, 9 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Recommendati on IS taken from file WO37
Archi ves

Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page

5654.

Corporal Hone has been engaged on bomb disposal work since August, 1940. At all
times he displays cheerful readiness to tackle any task, and he has been a fine
example and encouragement to the men of his Section. He has been involved in two
incidents which resulted in fatal casualties, but has carried on his work with no
slackening of effort.

On one occasion when an unexploded bomb passed through two feet reinforced
concrete and came to rest under a lathe in a factory engaged on vital government
work, a pneumatic tool had to be used in the initial work of excavation. Corporal
Hone carried out t his work himself. The bomb was successfully dealt with. It was
suspected that this particular bomb contained numbers 17 and 50 fuzes, which was
later found to be correct.

On another occasion the successful disposal of a 1000-kilogram bomb from a factory
was again due to the energy, initiative and example displayed by Corporal Hone.

HUDSON,John Pilkington GM and Bar MBE, (15428 6) Major, 8 Bomb Disposal
Section, 4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

George .MéhckalRecommendation is taken from fil ¢
Nati onal.Prsctheidvesn London!"Spriett&948. the 20

Major Hudson showed devotion to duty and sustained cool deliberate courage of a
high order over a period of two and a half hours, during which time he disposed of
an enemy bomb fitted with a new type fuze, by an entirely new process, hitherto
only partiall y explored in the laboratory, fall knowing the risks he ran.

On the night of 17/18 ™ January, 1943, the enemy dropped bombs containing a new
type of anti -handling fuze, designed to function if the bomb is moved or subjected
to shock or vibration. By chance a sample similar fuze which did not function was
recovered, owing to its nature an entirely new method of disposal had to be devised
in the laboratory without delay, as nine similar unexploded bombs awaited disposal
in London, most of these in positions where early disposal was called for. For this
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reason, and as only one fuze was available for research and experiment, it was not
possible to carry out the customary exhaustive tests before introducing a new
disposal process. It fell to Major Hudson to continue the experiments in which he
had actively assisted inthe laboratory, by attempting to dispose of a live bomb which
had been assigned a high priority.

On the 24" January, 1943, Major Hudson, using improvised appliances, mainly of his
own devising, commenced work on a 500-kilogram category B bomb which denied
the use of the Albert Bridge Road and access to a flour works. The process relied on
the temporary immunisa tion of the fuze for a period sufficient to enable it to be
extracted by remote control. It was anticipated and Major Hudson knew this, that
unequal contraction of the bomb casing and fuze pocket might result in a sudden
fracture, the shoc k due to which might well cause the fuze to function and the bomb
explode. At the end of two hours, during which Major Hudson was necessarily in
contact with the bomb for periods totalling about an hour, it was estimated as a
result of previous laboratory experi ments, that that the fuze would have become
sufficiently immune to justify extraction. An attempt was made to extract it by
remote control, but owing to an anti -withdrawal device being fitted this proved to
be impossible. With the light failing, Major Huds on, exercising considerable force,
succeeded by wrenching and turning it, in extracting it by hand after which he
removed the detonator, thus rendering the fuze permanently immune and
recovering a second fuze urgently required for further research. Extract ion took
twenty -three minutes instead of the maximum twenty had previously been agreed
on as giving a reasonable factor of safety before the fuze again became active.
During the course of disposal Major Hudson, at the bomb, telephoned a full, clear
and critical account of his actions including proposed future modifications to the
process.

It is due to Major Hudson that the new process, since improved as a result of his
observations at the time, could be released without delay to selected Bomb Disposal
officers as being a reasonably safe one. This has already enabled eight similar 500 -
kilogram bombs which fell on London. Mostly in positions where clearance was called
for without undue delay, to be disposed of successfully.

Bar to George Medal. The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/678 held at the
National Archives. Posted in London Gazette on the 15" September 1944,
Supplement 36700. Page 4253.

On the 24 June, 1944, Major Hudson, assisted by Mr. Hurst and Doctor. Dawson and
others commenced work on the investigation of fuzes fitted to the first complete
War head of a Flying Bomb which had, up till then, been found. Two of the three
fuzes were of a type found in previous incomplete flying bombs, and these two
successfully dealt with by Major Hudson. The third fuze, contained in the rear side
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fuze pocket, was unmarked and of an unknown type, and Major Hudson was
instructed to recover it without fail. Radiographs by Dr Dawson showed the existence
of a clockwork movement in the third fuze similar to that used in German long delay
fuzes. The operation started on 24 ™ June and proceeded continuously during the
hours of daylight until the evening of the 2 " July. Intermittently during this period
Flying Bombs were being attacked by aircraft overhead and being brought down in
the neighbourhood, a most disturbing factor for those working on the bomb trying
to avoid disturbance which might start the clockwork mechanism of the fuze.

Major Hudson was in charge of this hazardous operation, the successful conclusion
of which called for a high degree of sustained courage and determination, combined
with clear thinking. He was well aware of the danger and a great strain was placed
on him during the nine days in question, more especially after he became affected
by the toxic nature of the explosive Nevertheless the technical excellence of his
work and his clear observation recorded under these circumstances were of the
highest order. His wor k has undoubtedly contributed in no small degree to a
knowledge of the fuzing system and how to deal with the fuzes.

Further Information
Was also awarded the Member of the Order of the British Empire (see separate
entry).

JELLEY, John Sidney GM, (1883537) Sergeant, 8 Bomb Disposal Section, 4 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 361
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1940. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

On 19" September, 1940, enemy aircraft bombed Norwich. One large delay action
bomb fell in Theatre Street in a thickly populated district, a large area of which had
to be evacuated at once. It was decided to wait until 239 September before
commencing to excavate the bomb. SergeantJelley, who was in charge of the party
showed a total disregard of personal safety and, well knowing that the bomb might
explode at any moment, carried on without interruption until it wasfinally removed.
The bomb had penetrated the ground to a depth of 20 feet and was found to be of
a new type with clock-work fuze. Owingto SergeantJ e | Icond@ust and devotion
to duty, and also that of the men working under him, the bomb was safely removed
ther eby enabling the inhabitants to return home.
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German Hospital London.
Lieutenant R Davies attaching
lifting equipment to a 1200 Ib
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Cathedral.

Image below: The 1200 Ib bomb
being lifted from the shaft.
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JENSEN Gordon Martin GM, (179170) Lieutenant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/ 148
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.

Lieutenant Jenson was engaged continuously from the 15t to 22 " June, 1943, on
intensive bomb disposal operations following the air raid on Grimsby and Cleethorpes
on the morning of the 14 ™ June, 1943. This raid was the first of its kind an presented
many new problems in bomb disposal. During the period of operations, which
covered all the hours of daylight each day, Lieutenant Jensen dealt with more than
sixty fully armed 2 -kilogram anti -personnel bombs, most of which were in unstable
positions, and fuzed to detonate on the slightest movement.

This officer displayed great coolness and ingenuity in devising and carrying out
methods by which disposal could be affected with safety to the public and the
minimum damage to property.

Of the number of bombs dealt with by this officer, one with anti  -handling was resting
near the base of a valuable piece of Belgian machinery in a timer yard. The
floorboards were too loose to permit of placing sandbags without causing movement
of the bomb. Lieutenant Jensen attached a cord to the arming spindle of the bomb
in an attempt to pull it clear before detonation took place. The bomb exploded
almost immediately on pulling but sufficiently far from the machinery to minimise
greatly the resultant dama ge. Another bomb fell underneath valuable equipment in
a cinema. Explosions in situ would have caused damage to irreplaceable parts of the
equipment. Lieutenant Jensen constructed a sandbag enclosure round the bomb and
a sandbag tunnel from this to the nea rest door. He then placed a small mesh landing
net, looped with a running bowline in place of a steel ring over the bomb and
attached a cord to the free end. On pulling from a distance the bomb was
successfully mover from the vicinity of the equipment befo re detonation took place,
the only resultant damage being five broken windows.

Another bomb landed in a seven-junction manhole, and explosion in situ would have
caused extensive damage. Lieutenant Jensen constructed a chimney of compressed
straw trusses round the top of the manhole and suspended an electro -magnet in the
centre of the chimney over the bomb. This was lowered on the bomb from distance
and raised with the bomb attached until one of the straw trusses could be drawn
underneath it, screening the manhole. Lieutenant Jensen released the bomb and
detonated it on the truss. No d amage was sustained.



Lieutenant Jensend6s outstanding personal cou
were an example to his men and a valuable contribution towards restoration of
public confidence and morale.

JONES, William GM, (2128323) Corporal, 23 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/160
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2 March 1945. Supplement 36918. Page 685.

The Platoon which Corporal Jones was serving was engaged during the month of
September, 1944, in the clearance of mines and booby traps from the village and
neighbourhood of Orbios. Corporal Jones was responsible for clearing 11 traps,
personally rendering 7 of them, 2 of which were in an extremely sensitive condition.

Al t hough an accident occurred in a field of
severely wounded, Corporal Jones continued the work in the same field, although

the officer concerned had expressed a doubt as to the efficiency of the apparatus

being used.

When a Lance Corpor al was killed and a Sapp
mine whilst it was being rendered safe, Corporal Jones immediately took charge of

the situation and continue work in the same place in spite of the considerable danger

occasioned by fallen branches and various pieces of equipment with which the area

was littered.

Corporal Jones maintained a very high standard of devotion of duty and appeared
completely unaffected by the risks to which he exposed himself. His leadership and
initiative were a most important factor in maintaining a very high standard of morale

amongst the men over a very trying time, and was a source of inspiration to other
sub-units of the Company who heard of his conduct.

JONES, William Arthur GM, (1924892) Sergeant, 97 Bomb Disposal Section, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/106/50
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17 December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.



Sergeant Jones gave great assistance to his Section Leader in trying to de-fuze two
250 Kilo bombs. He has shown at all times courage, keenness and determination and
has set an example to his men.

LAING, Edward GM, (22170711) Sergeant, 9 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 135
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Sergeant Laing has been engaged on bomb disposal work since June, 1940. He has
always displayed a tremendous enthusiasm for his work and also a complete
disregard of personal danger. He has undertaken approximately one hundred
reconnai s s an c ediis keenhess)steatinass, phasical and moral courage
have been a splendid example to his Section.

On the 4™ September, 1940 at Birmingham, a 250-kilogram bomb fell on a factory
and penetrated to a depth of thirty -two feet beneath the foundations. During
excavation a stratum of old calcium carbide was encountered. One of his Section
was overcome by the fumes, but Sergeant Laing extricated him, at great personal
risk, from the bomb crater. He then went into the crater again and cleared the
remaining carbide. The bomb was finally cleared by Sergeant Laing.

On two other occasions Sergeant Laing and his party responsible for the removal of
unexploded bombs from factories at Birmingham, one of them being fitted with a
number 17 and the other with a number 25 fuze. During these operations Sergeant
Laing showed energy, initiative, and steadiness.

Sergeant Laing has shown a great capacity for inspired leadership and consistent
courage of a very fine order.

LANHAM, Kenneth , GM, (166473) Lieutenant, 17 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

Th€itatsonaken from file WO373/68/ 437 held a
Posted in the London Gazette on the 5" May 1944. Supplement 36498. Page 2049.



At Taranto, between 16 8" September and 16" October, 1943, Lieutenant Lanham
defuzed and removed six British unexploded bombs fitted with long delay fuzes and
anti-handling devices. The bombs could not be blown up, in situ without serious
interference with Naval and Military Operations, as one of t he was near the main
aqueduct, four were on a railway and one in a gasworks. Great courage and ingenuity
were required in carrying out the task, which Lieutenant Lanham successfully carried
out, thereby preventing serious hinderance to operations.

Further information
No information at this time was given to the teams in regard to British fuzing systems
in case BD personnel were captured

LAWSOBNer tMiceé ntGM(el 986 £E0T po&Bdmbi sp&salt don,
Bombi sp€esapaRyyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 363
Posted in the London Gazette on the 5™ May 1944. Supplement 36498. Page 2049.

When enemy aircraft boM®ept eNmmlr evri,c hl 904n0 ,t hae |9:
action bomb, which was fitted with a clockw
penetrating to a depth of twenty feet bel ow
one of a party which excavated laennd irne nmao veerdo w
residenti al and business ar eaeeva cluaartgea . p dNhteil
al |l the party showed the cool est courage an
easily |l ed thetwayotheastbnwi hgs galkthawougéxan
an acumiofatmoor than two months constant dev«
the face of i mminent danger.

LEA, Charles William GM, (65769) Temporary Captain, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 135
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

On th™Wowember 1940, a German aeroplane, carr
at Broml ey, demol i shing two houses and trap
debri s. Captain Lea gave |Iimmediate assistar

danger involvedg. bNendbs!| yetglwi red t o be di spose



in the debris and others entangled in the w

took the matter in hand himself and in the <c
by skil ful and courageous wor k, he compl ete
maki ngssit bpe for the rescue of the trapped
case is typical of many others in which gall

to the whole neighbour hood.

On another occasion when a parachute mine fe

Lea, with the concurrence of the Superintend
and placed under its nose a charge of six sl
explod&he work was extremely dangerous as t
started to run on two previous occasions, ar
exploding. The mine was successfully detonat
This officer has carried out over three hut
bombs and has personally supervised the rend
which have presented abnormal conditions of

LEE, Ralph Henry GM, (135081) Second Lieutenant, 9 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 359
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

When a 500 pound delay action bomb fell in the machine shop of a factory employed
on vital aircraft production, the fuze was found to be still ticking. O wing to the
time (45 hours) which had elapsed, explosion was probable at any moment. Second
Lieutenant Lee cleared his men away and himself made a determined effort to
remove the fuze, but found he could not do so. He then got a crowbar and managed
to extract the electrical part, but the essential clockwork part, still ticking,
remained immovable with the detonators. He then decided to fill the fuze pocket
with water in order to make the clock stop, and subsequently he filled the hole too,
S0 as to provide a greater water pressure. This was successful and the bomb removed
next morning. He worked for 35 minu tes alone in what well knew was most imminent
danger.

MAITLAND, Reginald James GM, (140277) Acting Lieutenant, 23 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers



The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 276
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24 ™ March 1942. Supplement 35489. Page 1330.

This officer has been continuously engaged on Bomb Disposal duties since
September, 1940; since when he has dealt with two hundred and fifty bombs, and
carried out a similar amountof r econnai ssanceds. On two oc
minutes bombs which spontaneously exploded whilst they were being dealt with.

He has been in charge of a Section at Southampton during the time that the heaviest
raids were made on that city, and has borne a large share of the work. He has
consistently displayed cool courage and dogged devotion to duty despite several
narrow escapes from death during the execution of his duties. On four different
occasions, although the extremely dangerous characteristics of the bombs which he
was dealing with was known, the necessary equipment and techniques for dealing
with them was not available. And grave risks which he took to render the bombs safe
were deliberate and cold blooded, demanding a high degree of personal courage and
tenacity of purpose.

MANSER,Harold Arthur GM, Second Lieutenant, 93 Bomb Disposal Section, 1
Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/149 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

Second Lieutenant Manser has displayed great

on many occasions in dealingfAwgustyuynaxpobmbded
a factory and embedded itself deeply - n con
kil ogram was of a delay type and could be he
assisted by Sergeant Jones, uncovasedetrldlleo
time, in an attempt to render it harmless. H
from H. QSet@enmb2er, another delay action bomb
in a different area. Li eutenant Manser assi s
considerable risk of accident , skilfully re

wor ked extr emeloyghagred i mwderunalelr conditions o
danger.

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/106/502 held at the National
Archives.



Recommendation is similar to the above. It would seem a duplicate held on the
National Archives files. Recommendation WO373/66/149 this is the one the George
Medal award was made to.

On 18 August, 1940, Second Lieutenant Manser assisted by a Sergeant uncovered a
250-kilogram bomb which was ticking. After working on it for considerable time he
desisted only on receiving orders to do so. On 2" September again helped by the
same Sergeant, he removed the fuze from a delay action bomb.

Further Information

Second Lieutenant Manser
was unfortunately killed on

08 November 1944 while
working on an unexploded
bomb, with Corporal H A
Wood. Died aged 22, buried
at  Aldershot  Military

Cemetery, Grave AA 40.

Photo credit: David Williams

MARTIN, Frances Robert GM, (120736) Second Lieutenant, 5 Bomb Disposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/106/501 held at the Nation Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 13" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

Second Lieutenant Martin was informed that
private residence where a | ady was |l ying dar
He had recently |l ost four of his men in deal
recoveoane hbbys hi msel f, so as not to risk any |
solitary excavati on, he succeeded in extract
ticking) and removed the bomb. It i s consid
action wddoubatveed the | adyds | ife at the i mn

Li eutenant Martin has frequently worked wunt
rendering delayed action bombs har ml ess whi



nati onal i mportance. Second Lieutenant Mart.
mont h of October whilst working on an unexpl
Further I nformation
There is a second recommendation held on fil
inci dweB73/ 66f&t0mmending the award ofl tt hes
superseded by WO/ 373/106/501 and Ittheeadaswar ded
On t héSelpat ember, 1940, Second Lieutenant Mar
Commanding 5 Bomb Disposal Section, RE) that
Lord Stanhopeds residence at Chevening wh e
dangerously il trmatved hfer «am utl de nlod u dee.
Second Lieutenant Martin had recently | ost f
bomb and decided to recover this one by hims
After several hours if solitary excavation h
he found to be stildl t i cklitng)s acnodn sriedneo veedd tth
Lieutenant Martins action undoubtedly saved
of his own.

Further I nformatior

Second Lieutenant

the 22 October 1944

Cuckfield Cemetery,

Grave 76. He was d

reported by the | o

At a | arge det ach

&l anedfwooidt uat ed I

road on Seal Chart

Sevenoaks. Whi |l st

exploded.

Photo credit: Pete Mason

McCARTNEY,John Richard Filgate GM, Temporary Captain, 3 Bomb Disposal

Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation

i s

t aken

from

fi

| e

WO373/ 66/ 354

Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page

462.



During the night of 28 " August, 1940, eleven bombs were dropped at Hartshorne.

Two of the bombs failed to explode and had penetrated to a depth of nearly thirty

feet into the ground. It was only after a considerable amount of hard and hazardous

work had been carried out that Cap tain McCartney and the men of his Company were

able to recover the bombs and render them heé
conduct was again brought to notice for dealing with another bomb that fell at

Staveley.

MEYNELL, Lionel Charles GM, (93424) Lieutenant, 9 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 135
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1940. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Lieutenant Meynell has been employed on bomb disposal work since September

1940. He has carried out approximately 150 r e
occasion missed an explosion by three minutes. He has been in charge of a Section

permanently station ed at Coventry since October 1940, and has thus borne a large

share of the work in that City.

On the 16™ October 1940, at Church Lawford, an oil incendiary was reported to have
fallen amongst the hangers at the aerodrome. When Lieutenant Meynell arrived on
the scene, he found that it was not an incendiary, but a 250 -kilogram bomb fitted
with a number 17 fuze , which was ticking He successfully removed the fuze and
rendered the bomb harmless, therefore saving important buildings and equipment.

On another occasion when an unexploded bomb was dropped on some works engaged
on vital production, Lieutenant Meynell, assisted by a Sergeant, lifted the bomb onto

a lorry and then drove it personally to a site nearly a mile away, where it was
detonated.

Lieutenant Meynel | 0s record of service in
outstanding record of sustained courage and devotion to duty.

MITCHELL,Harry GMOBE, (131795) Temporary Captain, 95 and 96 Bomb Disposal
Sections, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/112



Posted in the London Gazette on the 17 " December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

On 13t August, 1940, Second Lieutenant Mitchell received instructions to deal with

several unexploded bombs. One of these a 250-kilogram bomb was found to have a

new type of fuze with adé tickerdé delay actio
about which no information was available. Second Lieutenant Mitchell decided to

dismantle rather than demolish the bomb, in order to preserve the fuze and delay

action mechanism for examination. This he did personally at a very great risk.

Second Lieutenant Mitchell has dealt personally with a large number of other bombs
and has set a splendid example of courage and tireless energy to his men.

Citation WO373/106/501 for the same incident awards made to Citation
WO373/66/112.

Further Information
Second Lieutenant H Mitchell was also awarded the Officer of the Order of the British
Empire (see separate entry).

MORGAN,Lionel Hayden GM, (327881) Lieutenant, 7 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/ 645
Posted in the London Gazette on the 5 October 1945. Supplement 37294. Page
4889.

This officer has been working on Bomb Dispos

Command since joining 7 Bomb Disposal Compan
On the 8 December, 1944, he was in charge of
di fficult mi nefield at Wyke Regi s, Dorset, |
N. C. O | ost his [|ife. Lieutenant Mor gan, al t
needshef eptrsonnel who had been more serious
part of the minefield in order to remove the
whose body was badly mutil ated, and | ater

remai nder ofeltdhhe minef
Li eutenant Morgan fearlessly tackled the mos

be cleared of mines, and when in charge of t
of ot her dangerous mi ssi |l es, he has al ways

Ty



without regard for per sonal safety. Il n all
di spl ayed courage and initiative of a high o
has set an example and been an inspiration |
same tarmmei ne g the confidence of his superior

Further Information
Sergeant Cann was awarded the George Medal for the incident mentioned on the
28" October 1940.

NEWITT, Clive Neville GM, (139087) Second Lieutenant, 5 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 274
Posted in the LondoMaysakZz®42e Swmpplhememt 3549

Lieutenant Newitt commenced Bomb Disposal wo
he has deal't with approximately 2R@0uaobto mbs ¢
reconnai ssanceds in London Civil Defence Reg
blitz conditions.

He has always shown a complete disregard for
a cheerful readiness to tackle any job at
wonder ful example to the men in his Section.

Lieutenant Newittods record over many mont hs
the period of heavy and sustained raids on L
to duty and of a very high order. A particul
a mb which was fitted with -hbandl ded afyedesactth
may have exploded at any moment during the e
action on this occasion was deli berate and c
and devotiduny in face of grave danger. He I
escaped destruction by del ayed action bombs
operations.

Further I nformati on
Was al so awarded the Member of the Order of

PARKER,Reginal Charles Mons GM, (1871236) Lance Sergeant, Malta Fortress
Company, Bomb Disposal Section, Royal Engineers.

T



The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 100
Posted in the London Gazette on the 27th May 1941. Supplement 35173. Page 3019.

A 2,000pond unexploded bomb was wedged in the doorway of a house in a very
congested area (at Malta). A new type of cap was found to cover the fuze and a
booby trap was suspected. The fuze was underneath and to remove it, it was
necessary to turn over the bomb by hand. Lance Sergeant Parker was particularly
prominent in this operation.

On two occasions he worked on clearing aerodromes of unexploded bombs after
heavy attacks. Owing to the urgent necessity of getting the aerodrome fit for use
many of the usual safety precautions had to be omitted. On both occasions he
worked all day in clo se proximity to unexploded bombs of which the fuzes were
unknown

PARKER, William Gregg GM MBE, (135029) Temporary Major , 5 and 6 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/ 647
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" October 1945. Supplement 37294. Page
4889.

Major Parker hasbeen employed on the clearance of minefields for the past eighteen
months and has carried out his duties with great skill. He has also shown great
ingenuity and resource on all occasionsand has maintained a high morale in the men
working under him in spite of distressing accidents.

One particular minefield in the vicinity of a magazine at Corshamhe considered so
difficult to clear that he decided to do the work himself. This particular minefield
was situated in a tunnel some 150 feet deep in complete darkness. Artificial light
was provided. The field consisted of sixteen Anti-Tank Mark 1 mines fitted with
mechanism. Boards were laid across the field which was covered with felt and
gravel. The problem of clearing was made more difficult by the lack of knowledge
of the pressure at which the mechanismwould work after sucha length of time, the
field waslaid in 1940. Accepting all risks, Major Parker personally and alone attacked
the field and successfully cleared it. The field was causing great anxiety and its
clearance proved to be a great benefit. Too much credit cannot be given to Major
Parker for his courage, determination and skill, he having worked under such
demoralising conditions. This officer has persistently carried out Bomb Disposal
operations with great skill and courage since 1940.
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Further Information
Wasalso awarded the Order of the Medal of the British Empire (see separate entry).

PRI BE, o mpHookRhri GMpPp 152 40ide)ut ehBacnmBi spos al
CompaRgyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 43
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Li eutenant Price has been engaged continuol
OctoberAfied0t he heavy raids which took pl ac
in April, 1941, he made reconnaissanceds ar
Category o0B6 and 69 Category 0CO6 and o0D6 une
by delayed actiom. oRectomenaCasagoe$d OAO bom
i mmedi ately after they were reported, i n man
in progress. Two incidents are mentioned:

At Pl ymout Raond "¥81Be i 22 1941, a suggested Cat

reported near the Police Divisionadr oHvegessdquar
utility van from its billet to the site thr
craters and surrounded by burning and coll
wei ghef#i RP6§grams and had a No. 15 fuze, was f ¢
bomb Lneaerutt ePrice defused and removed. During
were droppi nlgbowmr tcheed .neHigs prompt action pr e
of the Guildhall and also serious dislocatio

At AvonmoutthJamuarhy N1%41, a Category OAd6 bom
at the National Smelting Works. Lieutenant P
100 tons of phosphate and part <«fi |tolge asnt rbwanb
fitted with a Noks28weruez ei.n Tfhwel Iwoproduction 1
had fallen.

The CommaiGldieef , Pl ymout h states t hat Lieut
tirelessly, and has shown great skill, per so
with the many unexploded bombsstahdt®adfeh, on
1941, and also in | ater raids.

The Director of Bomb Di sposal, Ho me Forces
di splayed conspicuous gallantry and devotio
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during the extremely heavy raids on Plymout
mi ssed death by minutes when engaged on rec
and that he has at all times placed duty bef

QUARENDON, Gordon Harold GM, (1895955) Sergeant, 14 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 277
Placed in the London Gazette on the 24 " March 1942. Supplement 35489. Page 1330.

This N.C. O has been engaged on Bomb Disposal
been occupi ed on wor Kk of an exceptionally

i mmedi ately after heavy air raids.

Together with his Section Officer, he has be

property and | ives during extremely savage
di sregard for per sonal safety, and wunder C (
occasi ocnonmpeanaiced his officer on a truck when
fuze was jammed, and which was in a highly
for di sposal . On another occasion this N. C

determination, ydewiltth saucdelsasyfaud lacti on bomb
menace during the entire operation.

This N.C. O has proved himself to be a fine e

RABY, Eric Russell GM, Lieutenant, 75 and 76 Bomb Disposal Sections, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/106/ 40
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

Lieutenant Raby has dealt with a very large number of unexploded bombs, and
personally immobilised every bomb himself, and by his example has set a hight
standard of coolness and courage which is essential in the carrying out of his work.

On September 6", in Manchester area he recovered a 250-kilogram bomb, the
clockwork mechanism of which was still working after the fuze had been removed



by remote control, 16 hours after falling. Within two minutes of removing the E.I.A.Z
(17) body, and gaine attached to the clockwork mechanism, it exploded in his hands.

Further Information

National Archives holds a duplicate entry WO373/66/111. This file shows that the
initial recommendation was for the award of the George Cross superseded by
WQO373/106/409 and awarded the George Medal.

RADFORDedeGMck(135034) Acting Lieutenant, 66
Section, 4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engi

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/121
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" July 1941. Supplement 35225. Page 4212.

Lieutenant Radford displayed conspicuous gallantry in carrying out hazardous work
in a very brave manner. He is one of the pioneers of bomb disposal and has been
doing this work for ten months. He has shown undaunted courage in assisting with
the defu sing and demolition of the first parachute mines and has dealt with over one
hundred and sixty bombs of dangerous types. He has always displayed complete
disregard of danger and has obtained much valuable information for intelligence
purposes. His example over a long period has been an inspiration to his men .

Further Information
Second Lieutenant F Radford also received a Kings Commendation for Bravery.

RAMAGE, Daniel Hunter GM, (135035) Second Lieutenant, 81 and 82 Bomb
Disposal Sections, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 761
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11" March 1941. Supplement 35099. Page
1427.

On the 4 September, 1940, when an enemy bomb fell on the works of Messer
Pilkington Bros. at St Helens, Lieutenant Ramage, in very difficult circumstances,
removed the fuze and picric acid from the bomb. The bomb had penetrated twelve
feet, and when it was reached it was found that the fuze could not be removed in
the usual manner as the fuze sleeve had sheered. As production at the works was
being held up, he decided that another method must be attempted. He, therefore
unscrewed the filling cap and removed sufficient explosive to enable him to take
out the sleeve with its fuze and picric acid. His conspicuous courage has come to

y O



notice on various occasions, and he has led the men of the Bomb Disposal Sections
under his command with coolness, ability, and disregard of danger worthy of the
highest praise.

RAYNBDR,ugftaankrrgdeGME k35 40i6e)ut ehrlamtd,2Bo mb
Di sp&eal Royahgi neer s.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 358
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215t January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

On the 3 Sept 1940 six unexploded bombs fell in and around an important aeroplane
factory necessitating an extensive stoppage of work. Lieu. Rayner was on the spot
within a short time, supervised the excavation of the bombs and personal removed
the fuzes of all six. His work was carried out so speedily that only one -half day of
production was lost at the factory, by his skill and courage a large portion of a works
of national importance was saved from production.

On 6 Sept 40. In a congested factory area, a 250-kilogram (550lbs) bomb was
uncovered having a delayed action fuze. The clock was still ticking and it was
realised that the danger of explosion with great damage to the factory production
was imminent.

Fully realising the danger, this Officer began to withdraw the fuze but found this
had become damaged in falling and could not be moved by hand whereupon he
resorted to the use of a marlinespike and succeeded after 35 minutes in prising out
the fuze. The b omb was safely removed.

Further Information

Duplicate report held at National Archives file WO37366/687.

Initially recommended for the Military Cross (Immediate Award) by Colonel L.C.
Trench DSO CMG. Commanding Birmingham & South Staffs Sub Area.

RENFREWMBai, (@127 As8)LmagpSer geaBhdmbi sposal
CompaRgyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/153
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.



Lance Sergeant Renfrew was engaged continuously on bomb disposal operations for
a period of four weeks following the enemy air raid on Grimsby and Cleethorpes on
the morning of 14 June, 1943. He disposed of more than fifty fully armed 2 -kilogram
anti-personnel bombs, 38 if these during the period 16 * to 215t June, when he was
intensely engaged on this work during all the hours of daylight. He displayed
ingenuity on this work, presence of mind, and outstanding courage in dealing with
bombs fuzed to detonate on the slightest movement, many of them in unstable
positions where laying a charge or even approach to the bomb involved great risk.

RICHARDS,Brian Leolin GM, (152176) Acting Lieutenant, 25 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1133 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8 " July 1941. Supplement 35213. Page 3920.

In May 1941, Lieutenant Richards removed an unexploded bomb from the Ballroom
of the Yorkshire Grey Hotel, Eltham. The bomb was dealt with after the usual safety
period and found to be of the 250 -kilogram type with its nose uppermost. One (17)
fuze was exposed in the top pocket, which was found to be ticking. Lieutenant
Richards promptly withdrew all his men and decided to leave the bomb for a further
96 hours.

On completion of this second safety period the bomb was again tackled. Water had

collected in the excavation and this had to be pumped out before work could be
carried out on the bomb itself. The hard 0ma
action of th e water and slid in under the runners completely covering the bomb.

Lieutenant Richards insisted upon doing all the digging himself. Fresh timbers were
run inside the existing shuttering and were gently pushed into the gravel. This
eventually prevented the threatening collapse. Eventually the bomb was exposed to
the nose weld. Some driving of the timbers next to the bomb now became necessary
in order to make further excavation possible. He then drove the timbers with the
assistance of the supervising officer. This did not start the clock and the excavation
proceeded. For no apparent reason, however, the clock started to tick
intermittently. It was obvious that the bomb was in an extremely precarious state,
and the nature of the second fuze was unknown. A very important road junction had
been closed for 9 days so a further safety period could hardly be considered. The
only solution therefore was to blow up the bomb if the clock should stop clicking. It
was considered that it would be reasonably safe if the clock should stop for not less
than ten minutes. He prepared his charge and lashed it on board. The clock
eventually stopped and Lieutenant Richards ran in with his charge. He found great
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difficulty in the water and the dark in placing the charge, so he decided to go down
the hole and place the charge on the bomb. This was particularly gallant as the
gravel was of a gluey nature and there was very real danger of getting stuck. More
ever the water was three feet above the bomb. In spite of this he succeeded in
laying the charge successfully, and the bomb was blown.

Lieutenant Richards behaved in an exemplary manner throughout the whole
operation which involved almost continuous work for above eighteen hours. He never
risked his men, taking the risk himself whenever it became necessary.

ROBINSONKenneth Hugh GM, (166532) Lieutenant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/563 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ July 1944. Supplement 36628. Page

Lieutenant Robinson has been employed on bomb disposal work since January, 1941,
both in London and Norwich areas. Since then, he has personally dealt with nearly
two hundred high explosive bombs and one hundred and fifteen anti -personal bombs.
Lieutenant Robinson has always proved himself an excellent leader and his
cheerfulness and courage have at all times inspired great confidence in his brother
officers and the personnel of the Sections he has commanded.

Of the one hundrepgeranannelf tkeembsanwhi ch Lieu
dealt witHhjveecaht gd for sustained courage
of each bomb which were fitted with 70B Fuz:¢
si xftiywestotuted a considerable cumul ative ri
considered that this one performance merits
ot her actions in disposing of a | arge number
clearind onfi nesac serves to support the recomr

RUTHor aCeecGM(1524Q00)rut ehd8BBrotmbpi sp&€esapany,
RoyBhgi neer s

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/67/128 held at the National
Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 13™ January 1942. Supplement 35416. Page
231.
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Lieutenant Ruth was posted to Hull with No. 11 Bomb Disposal Company, at the
beginning of January, 1941, since when Hull and district has been subjected to air
raids of varying severity.

O the 16M February, 1941, an unexploded bomb was reported to have fallen on
Bridlington Railway Station. Lieutenant Ruth mad e a reconnaissance and work on
the bomb was started. This bomb weighed 250 -kilograms and was fitted with a
number 17 and 50 fuzes. Lieutenant Ruth defuzed the bomb and rendered it
harmless, thereby enabling the Railway to be in full operation by 6pm the sam e day.

On the 271" March, 1941, an unexploded bomb fell on Messrs Quiblings yard at Hull.
Lieutenant Ruth made a reconnaissance and started to work on the bomb
immediately. This bomb also weighed 250 -kilograms, but was fitted with two number
17 fuzes, which were still ticki ng. The bomb was recovered and taken to the bomb
cemetery where it detonated immediately afterwards.

On the 19™ July, 1941, an unexploded bomb was reported to have fallen immediately
outside, the Central Fire Station at Hull during a heavy raid. Lieutenant Ruth carried
out investigations at once. This bomb proved to be one of a stick of four, one of
which had detonated in the immediate vicinity, whilst he was making his
reconnaissance. It was concluded that the unexploded bomb contained a number 17
fuze. Bombs were occasionally falling round about and a large fire was raging. It was
therefore absolutely e ssential that the Fire Brigade should go out without delay.
Lieutenant Ruth stood by the unexploded bomb and directed operations until the
firefighting appliances were safely out of danger. The bomb detonated later as
Lieutenant Ruth was returning to the incident after making a reconnaissance of

anot her bomb. Owing to Lieutenant Rut hds

during the raid, no damage whatever was caused to firefighting appliances.

Again, on the 19" July, 1941, Lieutenant Ruth found a 500 -kilogram unexploded
bomb which had fallen on some premises. This bomb was buried four feet below the
surface. With the help of a Sergeant, he dug up this bomb which was found to be
fitted with two unidentified fuzes  with broken tops. In one hour, work on the
premises of vital national importance was able to resume.

Lieutenant Ruth has at all times displayed a high standard of leadership and shown
a complete disregard for personal safety. His continuous fine work and splendid

example, has shown his men, together with his powers of leadership, are deserving
of recognition.

SANDERSAndrew GM, Corporal, 9 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.

yT



The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1359 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Sergeant Sanders has been engaged on bomb disposal work since August, 1940 He

has always displayed a cheerful disregard of personal danger and his example has

been of I ncal cul able wvalue. He has taken ¢
excavations, and has been twice injured during operations, but this has had no effect

on his keenness and capacity for tackling any task.

On one occasion when a 250kilogram bomb fell alongside the condensers at a gas
works, Sergeant Sanders volunteered to take charge of a working party, and by his
steadiness and energy he kept the party working until the bomb was finally disposed
of. This bomb was found to have a number 17 fuze.

On another occasion when a bomb lodged beneath the foundations of a house, a
water main burst during excavation operations. One man who was pinned in the hole
was extricated by Sergeant Saunders, who secured himself by a rope and descended
into the crater. During the rescue of this man there was imminent danger of a wall

collapsing into the hole made by the bomb. £
the mandés | ife as the wall | ater coll apsed.
Sergeant Sander6s record i s -bbbodedacoutagetaadn di n g

continuous devotion to duty.

SHARMAN, Thomas Henry GM, (71764) Temporary Captain, 9 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1353 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Captain Sharman has been continuously on bomb disposal work since June 1940.

Since that date he has extracted approximately two hundred bombs and carried out
thesameamountof reconnai ssanceds. He has al ways d
any task at any time of the day or night.

On the 19" October 1940, he successfully dealt with a bomb weighing 250 -kilograms,

which had fallen on the G.E.C works at Witton, Birmingham. This bomb had a number
17 fuze and had only been down for about two and a half hours.
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Again, at Birmingham on the 12" December, 1940, when a bomb fell on the B.S.A
(Guns) Factory, this officer took a party to the site and despite the fact that a very
heavy raid was in progress and bombs were being concentrated on the district, he
located the bomb and commenced to work on it. This bomb also had a number 17
and 50 fuze, but it was successfully dealt with.

On the 10" April, 1941, at Birmingham, Captain Sharman successfully dealt with a
Category OAd6 bomb which fell on the Wolsele
250-kilograms and had both number 17 and 50 fuzes. The removal of the bomb

enabled work at the factory to pr oceed uninterrupted. This officers record is

considered to be outstanding for sustained and cold -blooded disregard for personal

safety.

SHARP, Robert GM, (16227) Lieutenant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/151 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.

Lieutenant Sharp displayed courage and devotion to duty of a high order during bomb
disposal operations following the enemy air raid on Grimsby and Cleethorpes on the
14™ June, 1943. The raid was the first of its kind and presented many new problems
in bomb disposal.

On the morning of the raid two railways in the vicinity of Grimsby and a section of
the Power Station were held up by 2 -kilogram anti -personnel bombs, all with fully
armed 70B. fuzes, and in an extremely sensitive condition. By 4.30 a.m. Lieutenant
Sharp had personally disposed of ten bombs, and restored the services to full
operation.

On the 15" June, 1943, after disposing of eight bombs, he was wounded in the hand
and leg by an unsuspected anti-personnel bomb. In spite of considerable pain, and
against medical advice, he insisted in carrying on, and during the remainder of that
day and part of t he next he disposed of five more bombs. It was not till ordered to
do so on the evening of the 16 ™ June, 1943, that he reported to hospital. He was
released from hospital on 19 " June, 1943, and on that and the following day defuzed
thirty bomb s and detonated fifteen others. On the 22 " June he defuzed one hundred
and thirty bombs at a farm.
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Throughout the operations Lieutenant Sharpos

contribution towards the restoration of public morale.

SHELBOURNECIifford Percy GM, (120604) Temporary Captain, 9 Bomb Disposal
Section, 4 Bomb Disposal Company

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/669 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215t January 1941. Supplement 35047. Page
401.

On 29 September, 1940, unexploded bombs were dropped on the main railway line
between Brentwood and Shenfield stations, blocking the main line to the East coast.
Owing to the extreme urgency the usual safety period was waived and Captain
Shelbourne with others recovered his share of the bombs, defuzed them and helped
in opening the line in ten hours, during the whole time being fully aware that an
explosion might take place at any moment. Captain Shelbourne was one of the first
officers to be engaged in the demo lition of parachute mines both after they had
been dealt with by the Admiralty and also when that had been found to be
impossible.

Further Information
Initially recognised with the Kings Commendation see separate entry.

SIMPSON, Frank CecilGM, (2009432) Sergeant, 3 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/151 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 16th November 1943. Supplement 36253. Page
5067.

Sergeant Simpson was engaged continuously on bomb disposal operations for a
period of four weeks following the enemy air raid on Grimsby and Cleethorpes on
the morning of the 14 ™ June, 1943. He disposed personally of more than sixty fully
armed 2-kilogram anti -personal bombs, forty -three of them during the period 14 ®
to 21% June, when he was intensively engaged on this work during all hours of
daylight. He displayed exceptional courage and resource in dealing with bombs in
difficult situations, where dis posal operations, and even approach to the bombs
involved the risk of detonation by vibration or movement.
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One bomb fell inside the panelling of the organ in a Chapel. At great risk of vibrating
the bomb Sergeant Simpson removed a portion of the organ panelling and placed a
hook round the arming spindle. He succeeded in drawing the bomb free of the organ
by remote control but it detonated before reaching the window. There was minor
damage but the organ sustained no damage. Another bomb fell in a downstairs front
room of a house. At risk of vibrating the bomb Sergeant Simpson personally removed
all moveable furni ture and fittings etc. As the bomb detonated immediately on
attempting to move it by remote control these articles would otherwise have been
irreparably damaged. Another bomb became buried in a rock garden. At grave risk
of detonation owing to loose stones , Sergeant Simpson uncovered the bomb. Before
detonating it in situ he built an enclosure of straw trusses round the bomb and
although a house was only five feet away no damage was caused.

SIVIL, Eric Wilfred GM, (P/245978), 14 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/158 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" February 1945. Supplement 36818. Page
685.

Lieutenant Sivil has been employed on acti ve
year s, during which time he has been person
hundred unexploded enemy bombs. I n addition
recovered anusnbreirlagof craaftti shel |, and carried
Mi nefi el ds. I n spite of the difficult and

been carried out without i nvolving a single
combined witdh &and lcoadeeshi p of a high order
and example to all the men who worked wunder

Il n July, 1944, at the height of the Flying

to neutralise a Flying Bomb that had f al
area, necessitating the evacuation of

Al tgbut his was the first occasion on which
this type of bomb, he unhesitatingly underto

without incident.
Hi s conduct and personal example on this
praise of all concerned.



SMITH, Francis GM(4967723) Acting Company Sergeant Major, 14 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1433 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 21 st October 1941.

Company Sergeant Major Smith has been engaged in Bomb Disposal for twelve
months, and during this period he has displayed outstanding leadership, keenness,
determination and devotion to duty.

At Sunderland, on 12" August, 1940, an unexploded bomb which weighed 250-
kilograms, fell close to a battery of radial drilling machines in a shipyard. This bomb
penetrated to a depth of fifteen feet under some steel plates. Not long after work
had commenced an air raid occurre d and most of Company Sergeant Major Smiths
working party took cover, but Company Sergeant Major Smith and three others
volunteered to continue work. This was done by the light of a motor -cycle headlamp
screened by a great coat. Durin g this time bombs were falling, there was also much
gunfire and splinters were falling all round. Work proceeded right through the raid
under considerable handicap. The bomb, however, was recovered and defuzed,
thereby enabling the shipyard to start work.

Company Sergeant Major Smith also carried out continuous reconnaissance of
unexploded bombs during heavy enemy air raids on Sheffield between the 13 ™ and
16" December, 1940. He and his working party disposed of six delayed action bombs
which had Number 17 fuzes. One of these bombs became partially buried and very
near to large petrol storage tanks. Suring operations bombs were falling in the
vicinity. By his pr ompt action and continuous work Company Sergeant Major Smith
and his party, a large conflagratio n was undoubtedly avoided.

The Inspector of Fortifications and Bomb Disposal states that Company Sergeant
Major Smith had displayed dogged courage and unwavering devotion to duty,
sustained over long period of time, and that his actions during reconnaissance on
the night of the heav y blitz on Sheffield and in subsequent dealing with delayed
action bombs without being in possession of the latest technical equipment, are
worthy of highest praise.

SMITH,James Boyd GM, (103969) Acting Captain, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/412 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 4 " August 1942. Supplement 35653. Page 3403.

g H



Captain Smith displayed gallantry and continued devotion to duty at Mersa Matruh
over the period 27 " May 1941 to 12" September 1941. During this period, he, without
thought of personal safety undertook the most hazardous work in the investigation,
defusing and subsequent removal and destruction of several hundreds of enemy
unexploded bombs of all types, sizes and weights up to 1000 -kilograms. After the
uncovering of an unexploded 1000-kilogram bomb in the fortress area, he drilled and
removed the fuze at a depth of twenty -two feet in the ground. Further digging to
twenty -eight feet freed the bomb which was then removed by means of a crane. He
then washed out a portion of the powered T.N.T. filling and successfully burnt out
the remainder.

On the 28" August, 1941, two five -hundred-kilogram time bombs were dropped in

the fortress area. Captain Smith personally
bombs despite the constant danger of expl osi
orders and precaution saved any possible damage to personnel and defences when

these bombs exploded a few hours later. Two unexploded Italian sea mines were

also safely dealt with, as were anti -personnel general purpose and incendiary bombs

of all types and mines. In every case Captain Smith was the first to approach and

investigate these unexploded bombs and, after satisfying himself, then only were

members of the Bomb Disposal Section allowed into the danger area.

STEWART ,Charles Coulton GM, (119053) Lieutenant, 9 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1355 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30 ™ September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

On the 15" August, 1940, seventeen bombs, which failed to explode, fell in the
vicinity of Kingston -By-Pass Road. Seven of these were extracted from the premises
by Captain Stewart, two of them most skilfully from awkward positions under
foundations, while two other s had penetrated a large acid tank. The acid had
permeated the ground around the bombs and this produced the danger that they
might explode through the corrosive action of the acid while work was still in
progress.

This officers devotion to duty is well illustrated by the fact that when a 500  -kilogram
bomb lodged itself twenty -eight feet under a public house at Mitcham. Captain
Stewart remained on duty and destroyed the bomb two days after he had been
instructed to t ake sick leave and completed this urgent work because he was not
prepared to pass on the responsibility for its execution to anyone else.

do



Captain Stewart has carried out over one hundred and thirty reconnaissance of
unexploded bombs and has personally supervised the rendering safe of all the bombs
in his area, under abnormal conditions of difficulty and danger. He has consistently
displayed courage and determination of a very high order, and has been an inspiring
example to the officers and men working under him.

SUTTLE, Ernest Wilfred GM, (1883145) Lance Corporal, 9 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1360 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Lance Corporal Suttle has been employed on bomb disposal work since September,
1940, and has shown himself to be absolutely fearless and a source of confidence to
the other personnel of the Section, amongst whom he has always been an
outstanding figure.He has wor ked on at | east three

On one occasion a two-hundred-and-fifty -kilogram bomb fell in the test laboratory
and transformer house of the English Electric Company at Stafford. After hitting a
girder, the bomb came to rest on the floor. This particular bomb was fitted with
both number 17 and 50 fuzes, the number 17 fuze was still ticking. As at the time
there was no appliance for dealing with the number 50 fuze, it was found necessary
for the bomb to be removed very carefully to a site approximately two hundred yards
away. Lance Corporal Suttle volunteered for this work, which was successfully
completed. His steadiness and example contributed in great measure to the success
of the operation.

On another occasion whilst working with a party on an unexploded bomb, Lance
Corporal Suttle lowered himself into the crater on the end of a rope and rescued a

member of the working party who had been overcome by escaping gas. His prompt
actionundoubtedly saved the mands | ife.

SWINSON,Walter Charles GM, (232126) Lieutenant, 3 Bomb Disposal Group,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/650 held at the National Archives.
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Posted in the London Gazette on the 15" September 1944. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Since joining 3 Bomb Disposal Group in May 1942, Lieutenant Swinson has personally
dealt with over one hundred unexploded bombs and fifty S.D.2 anti -personnel
bombs. He has always proved himself an excellent leader and his unfailing
cheerfulness, courage and devotion to duty have at all times inspired great
confidence in his brother officers, and the N.C.O & and men under his command. In
April and May 1943, he personally dealt with forty of some eighty high explosive
bombs when Chelmsford was heavily raided. On 23 August, 1943, he dealt with
forty of oner one hundred anti -personnel bombs which were dropped at Colchester
and Helmingham. These bombs were all fitted with the 70B type anti -disturbance
fuze and had fallen in corn and undergrowth. In December, 1943, Lieut enant Swinson
took a leading part in the disposal of four 500 -kilogram unexploded bombs which fell
at Harlow, Essex. The disposal of a S.D.2 bomb fitted with a 70B fuze constitutes a
definite risk and, to dispose of forty of these bombs, some of which were lying in
shrubs, constituted a cumulative risk calling for very considerable coolness and
steady courage.

TAYLOR, Louis Nowell GM Kings Commendation for Bravery, (102894) Second
Lieutenant, 4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1210 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" July 1941. Supplement 35225. Page 4212.

Lieutenant Tayl or showed conspicuous bravery

very brave manner. He is one of the pioneers
this work for ten mont hs. He was for t
bombingiopnpsadin the Tilbury Area, during
assisted swng ht def-personmelti bombs in thi
obtained valuabl e i nformation for i nt el
bombed area, he haxscalllwaryts dxa&mplasm t o t hose
in connection with dealing with unexploded
Further I nformation

Second Lieutenant L N Taylor was al ssese@iven

separate entry.
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TAYLOR, Thomas GM (1864311) Sergeant, 22 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/209 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 10" March 1944. Supplement 35483. Page 111.

Sergeant Taylor has been employed on bomb di

his quiet manner and the efficient way in wh
bombs, he has earned the respect and confid
proved taann dbiuntgs exampl e of | eadership.

At LowestbWprilon 1%41, Sergeant Tays$wmnrgbsa Sec

50Ril ogram bomb in a deep shaft. There was a
of ficer was completely buried. Sergeant Tayl
Section, immediately went to the officerds r
manner succeeded in extricating him. The o
Sergeant Tayl or we nt on to deal with anoth

uncovered duri mdet bd fmaerenmi nqrsi sted on retur:
whi |l s& ndgeftuhe | atter bomb that he and a Corp
supervised i mmediately digging operations t
success.

On théApIad | , 1941, at Lowestoft, and undeter
previous day, Sergeant Tayl or | &«d |towao apma rbtoimeé
referred to above -&ndogmannoomier B&Oh were
di sposed of .

The above two i ncidents ate magni ficent e
endurance and devotion to duty unrdeackitnlge |
circumstances. Sergeant Tayl ords wutter disre
an example tiwaetd wad hbot!|l dhesi tati on, despit
depressing event s, and the fact that the bol
to deal were as potentially dangerous as th

Corpor al

This display of hi g oeorddeaa vcoowrr aggred icsolwbr t hy
prai se.

THOMAS, Alexander Charles GM, (161582) Lieutenant, 3 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers.



The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/147 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" November 1943. Supplement 36523. Page
5067.

Lieutenant Thomas was engaged continuously from 15" to 22" June, 1943, on
intensive bomb disposal operations following the enemy raid on Grimsbhy and
Cleethorpes on the morning of the 14" June 1943. This raid was the first of its kind
and presented many new problems in bomb disposal.

During the period of operations, which covered all the hours of daylight each day,
Lieutenant Thomasdealt with seventy-three fully armed 2-kilogram anti-personnel
bombs and removed from unopened containers and defused a further 46 bombs.
Many of the bombs were lying or hanging in unstable positions where the slightest
false move would have causeddetonation. He exercised great ingenuity and incurred
additional risk in employing methods of minimising damage to property where no
alternative existed but to detonate bombsin situ.

Two bombs fell in the attic of a store; one was suspendedfrom the ceiling and the
other was on the floor. A scaffold was built by Lieutenant Thomasto the former and
a demolition charge placed in position. The other bomb was well sandbaggedand
both were detonated simultaneously. Two secondsafter detonation a third bomb,
previously unlocated, exploded in the roof thirty yards away. Another bomb fell
through a false roof of a building. This Lieutenant Thomasattempted to remove by
attaching a cord and pulling it along a shute constructed with boards through the
roof. The fins of the bomb fouled after pulling by remote control and the cord
jammed and broke. Although this bomb was insecurely poised Lieutenant Thomas
again approached it and attached a stronger cord. On tension being applied to this
cord the bomb exploded.

Other bombs fell on the roof of the Ministry of food office. The drogue and arming
vane of these bombs were detached. Lieutenant Thomas constructed a sling of
adhesive tape and placed it round the bomb at considerable risk of movement of the
latter. The bomb was then lifted by meansof a cord attached to a sling and carried
over a scaffold. The bomb exploded almost immediately but was sufficiently clear
of the roof to minimise greatly the resultant damage.

Throughout these operations Lieutenant Thomascontributed greatly to their success
by his outstanding example in resourcefulness, courage and leadership.



Investigating the wreckage of a V1. Date, location and personal unknown.

Photo credit: Peter Markham Collection
Parachute mine, Scotland,
date and personal unknown.

Photo credit: Peter Ma r h aGoliestion

THORNE, Sidney Ernest Jones GM, (1453071) Sergeant, 97 Bomb Disposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is from file WO373/106/503 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 17" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

Sergeant Thorne displayed marked ability and courage in dealing with a delay action
bomb. While the bomb was being removed the clock action started ticking, but he
removed the bomb to a safe locality where he detonated it. Sergeant Thorne also
rendered invaluable help in dealing with a 250-kilogram bomb on September, 1940.

Further information
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The Citation is from file WO373/66/113 held at the National Archives for the same
incident above. The recommendation was for the George Cross to be awarded.
However, the awarding body decided that the George Medal was more appropriate.

Sergeant Thorne has displayed marked technical and practical ability in dealing with
unexploded bombs. His disregard for personal safety was shown on 18" August, when
a delay action bomb was removed from a position in a Camp where it would have
caused considerable damage and dislocation had it exploded. Whilst the bomb was
being taken in Sergeant Thornds charge to a
the less, Sergeant Thorne completed the journey. The bomb was successfully
unloaded and it detonated h armlessly a few minutes later. On 2 " September
Sergeant Thorne was of great help to Second Lieutenant Manser who had decided to
recover a delay type fuze from a 250 -lilogram bomb which had fallen some time
before. With complete disregard for the risk involved, Sergeant Thorne ably assisted
Lieutenant Manser in cutting out the fuze.

WALKER, Ronald George GM, (210292), 5 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/156 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" January 1945. Supplement 36918. Page
685.

On the 71" September, 1944, examination of a captured German document revealed

the presence of a field of 6Schud mines i n
had previously suffered casualties in the ¢
apprehension existed in the minds of the rank and file about the efficiency of the

mi ne detector and also the o6proddingd met hc
volunteered to work with the Detector on this field to restore confidence in its use

throughout the Company. He started work on the following day and shortly
afterwards was seriously injured by the expl
his left foot and caused injury to his right eye which is likely to prove permanent.

During nine months in which Lieutenant Wal ke
Di sposal Company, he has shown the same dev
order. Hi s work has been an inspiration to a

WALTON, John Percy GM, (120416) Acting Lieutenant, 22 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers
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The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/41 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Lieutenant Walton has been continuously on Bomb Disposal work since October,

1940, during which time he has personally defuzed over one hundred bombs.
Twenty-one of t hese, including four Category o0A
days. His total disregar d for personal danger has been a fine example to all ranks of

his Company. He has always displayed a readiness to tackle any job at any time of

the day or night and on more than one occasion he commenced work whilst the raid

was in progress.

At Romford, on the 5 ™ November, 1940, Lieutenant Walton disposed of four category
0A6 bombs -four hotrsv @wotofythese were in the gas works and it was
necessary to enter a gas holder to remove one of them. This was a 250 -kilogram,
with a No 17 fuze and No 50 fuze was rendered safety under air conditions so bad
that work could only be continued in twenty -minute shifts. This hazardous work,
most of which was done whilst enemy planes were overhead, with possible fatal
consequences from gas, ensured the minimum damage to the gas works and allowed
service to be resumed in the shortest possible time.

At the Tunnel Cement Works, Purfleet, on the 12 ™ March, 1941 a 250kilogram bomb,
fell adjacent to the main3000 volt transformer and switchgear station. Twelve hours
were taken to dig through twelve feet of solid chalk. There was a continuous influx
of surface water and with pups going it was never less than twelve inches deep in
the excavation. The bomb when exposed was found to have a No 17 fuze and a No
50 fuze and the clock was ticking. The inrush of water made defuzing difficult, and
as an explosion in situ would have wrecked the switchgear and put the works out of
action for a con siderable time the risk was taken of moving the bomb to a site about
two hundred yards away. The No 17 fuze exploded ten hours after being taken out.
Lieutenant Walton was present the whole time this work was being carried out and
by his personal example obtained the fullest co -operation from his Section in this
dangerous task.

The Director of Bomb Disposal Branch, Home Forces, states that he considered that

Lieutenant Walton has displayed deliberate and cold -blooded courage of the highest
order.
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WARDROPE, George Anderson GM, (2205689) Sergeant, 5 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/278 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24™ March 1942. Supplement 35498. Page 1330.

This N.C.O, commenced Bomb Disposal work in June, 1940. He has a strong sense of

duty, and is an excellent asset on dangerous jobs. He has always been the first to
volunteer for Category O0AO6 work, and his coo
have been an inspiration to the other men in his sections.

During the past 17 months he has displayed a high degree of personal courage and
devotion to duty.

On one occasion a 256kilogram bomb which he was dealing with was fitted with two
clockwork fuzes, both of which were operating at the time. There was no means
available of arresting the clockwork mechanism and during the entire operation
there was the dou ble risk of explosion. This N.C.O, however, faced this grave risk
unflinchingly and with cold blooded courage worthy of the highest praise.

WARREN,John GM, (251867) 22 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/68/600 held at the National
Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 25" August 1944. Supplement 36669. Page
3941.

Onthe 71" April, 1944, urgent clearance of eight minefields was ordered to be carried
out at Greatstone-on-Sea. The mines had been laid at surface depth in shingle and
grassland, but due to sand drifts and tidal action they were found to be laying
between of three and a half to thirteen feet. Lieutenant Warren unhesitatingly
commenced work on the mines, encountering most difficult conditions. By
determined resolution and systematic control of the whole operation, he was able
to complete the task of recovering one thousand three hundred mines without
casualties being causedto personnel working with him. On another occasion under
conditions of extreme danger he cleared five hundred and fifty mines which had to
be recovered at Cuckmere Haven. In all, Lieutenant Warren hasbeen responsible for
the clearance of over nine thousand mines, carrying out initial work himself before
instructing his men to proceed with their part of the operation.
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WATERS Alwyn Brunow GMMBE, (152179) Temporary Captain, 23 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/68/792 held at the National
Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 10" November 1944. Supplement 36786. Page
5133.

In Normandy on 215t June, 1944, Captain Waters volunteered to dispose of a German
parachute mine, which he knew was fitted with a new and unknown type of fuze
and for dealing with which normal bomb disposal equipment and methods might be
of little avail.

After application of the standard drill to remove the fuze, which he could see was
booby-trapped, he pulled it out by remote control, but his foot was severely injured
by delayed action explosion of the new -type of fuze.

The immediate acceptance of risk by this officer in order to save interruption to an
important line of communication, crowded with transport, near which the mine fell,
undoubtedly prevented loss of life and dangerous delay to vital supplies. His
devotion t o duty and personal courage were outstanding.

Further Information
Lieutenant A B Waters was also awarded the Member of the Order of the British
Empire

WHITE, Frederick GM, (2191812) Lance Sergeant, 12 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30 Janua
On the 6 August, 1944, at Brighton, the beac|
which had been buried beyond detectabl e der

example of | eadership in personally Il ocating
wor koveri ad pof two weeks, many mines were re
have remained a continual source of danger.
tides, demanded resourcefulness and cool cou

by Sergeant Whnalel,y wheoalptervgiot h t he danger ous
assuring the safety of his men.
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Sergeant White has been responsible for the
uncharted, disturbed by sea and in a highly

WILKINSON, Donald Alfred GM, (154306), 6 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/67/185 held at the National
Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" February 1942. Supplement 35460. Page
773.

Captain Wilkinson has been engaged continuously om bomb disposal work since
October, 1940, and has carried out appr o>
unexploded bombs of various types. He has dealt with most of the really dangerous

bombs which he and his Sedion have been called upon to deal with when little was

known about them and technical equipment non -existent.

The resolution and tenacity with which Captain Wilkinson has continued without
pause, to carry out this kind of work and despite the fact that he was almost blown

up and narrowly escaped death on three occasions in two and a half weeks is
outstanding and demanded cold blooded courage and devotion to duty of a very high
order. His great conscientiousness and persistence undoubtedly prevented many
casualties to boys of Eton College, when a bomb exploded on the 4 " December, as
described in one of the inciden ts in which this officer was concerned.

Captain Wilkinson has always displayed the greatest readiness and enthusiasm in his
work and his courage and cheerfulness have been a source of inspiration to those
working under him.

WILLIAMS, Joseph GM, (1903322) Sapper, 50 and 51 Bomb Disposal Sections,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/764 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 11" March 1941. Supplement 35009. Page 1427.

On the 14" August, 1940 a 500kilogram bomb fell into the electricity depot at
Lyndhurst. Sapper Williams assisted the Bomb Disposal Officer to excavate the bomb
and remove the fuzes, which proved to be one of the first, if not the first, no 17
R.H.S. 1940 clockwork mechanism fuze to be obtained, and has been of great value
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to other Disposal Sections throughout the country. The work was carried out at
considerable personal risk and with the full knowledge of what he was undertaking.
This is only one of many examples of his good work before he was wounded. His
devotion to duty has been a fine example and inspiration to other men of his Section.

Further Information
SecondLieutenant Charles RusselWoodwas the Officer on this incident and was also
awarded the George Medal.

WILLIAMS, Thomas James GM, (2326064) Sergeant, 4 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/45 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28" October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Sergeant Williams has for twelve months consistently displayed the utmost courage
and devotion to duty in dealing with two hundred bombs, including twenty -three
Category 0 A dHe hasalways shown completed disregard for his personal safety, and
his conduct has been an inspiration and encouragement to his men.

Onthe 28" October, 1940, he led a working party which successfully dealt with two
Category 0 Aldombsin a factory at Norwich. Onewasfound to be fitted with a No.17
fuze which wasticking. He dealt with this personally, showingthe greatest coolness
and courage in doing so.

On the 10" May, 1941, in Chelmsford, he successfully disposed of a 500-kilogram
Category0 A6 bomb buried under the debris and wr
other bombs. The fuze in this bomb was also ticking, but again he showed his usual

disregard for his own safety.

The Director of Bomb Disposal, Home Forces, states that Sergeant Williams has

shown outstanding devotion to duty, coupled with tenacious courage determination
of the highest order.

WOOD, Charles Russell GM, Second Lieutenant, 50 and 51 Bomb Disposal
Sections, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/762 held at the National Archives
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Posted in the London Gazette on the 11" March 1941. Supplement 35099. Page 1427.

On the 14" August, 1940, a 500-kilogram bomb fell into the electrical depot at
Lyndhurst. Realising the danger to life and property in the vicinity, Second
Lieutenant Wood, assisted by a Sapper, immediately set to work and excavated the
bomb and removed the fuzes, w hich were found to be No 17 R.H.S 1940, containing
clockwork mechanism, and thereby obtained one of the first specimens, if not the
first specimen, of this type, which has been of paramount importance to the
Experimental Section, and subsequently to other Bomb Disposal Sections throughout
the country.

Second Lieutenants Woodds devotion to duty e
personal danger did much to steady the morale of the civilian population, and was

a fine example to his men. This is only one of many occasions when he has, by his

prompt actio n, saved many lives and considerable property.

Further Information
Sapper Joseph Williams who assisted in this incident was also awarded the George
Medal (see separate entry).

WOODS Robert Alfred John GM, (167932) Lieutenant, 6 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/583 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24" August 1945. Supplement 37326. Page
4273.
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Kni ght Commander of Grhdee rMoosft tBEixec
British Empire

Photo credit: Julian Allerhead BEM

Knight Commander of the British Empire (KBE)is a prestigious title awarded for
significant contributions to society, established as part of the Order of the British
Empire in 1917.

The Order of the British Empire was Instituted by King George V on June 4, 1917, to
honour individuals for their valuable services to the Empire, particularly during
World War 1. The Order recognises both civilian and military contributions and
comprisesif five classeswith the KBEbeing one of the higher ranks.

The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal teams wer
Empire, during the War period

TAYLOR,George Brian Ogilvie KBEMID, Major General, Director of Bomb Disposal
Lance Forces, Royal

Awarded whilst Director of Bomb DisposalHome Forces
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The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal teams wer e
Empire, during the War period
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BATEMAN, Harold Henry CBE, (4226) Temporary Brigadier. Director of Bomb
Disposal Directorate. Royal Engineers

This citation is taken from file WO373/157/ 4
Posted in the London Gazette on the 14 June
Brigadier Bateman has served in the Bomb Dis
July 1941. He was Deputy Director for the

Director since January, 1942. Heuihdglh nd ak en
organi sation of bomb di sposal at home.

Since 1941he has been also concerned in the

and the provision, training and maintenance
theatres. I n additi on, he has had consider al
and exnpeetrt 8i de of bomb di sposal worKk.

Brig Batemands work has been of a very high
ener gy, ent husiasm and technical ability the
excellent work in the past. The frequent c h
etc., hadc drestnant source of difficulty, and t
of Bomb Disposal Units is | argely due to the

of Brigadier Bateman.
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KI NG, Horace ThoOBERs Sl124BXI)X Lieutenant Col o

Engineer Bomb Disposal, London Area, Royal E
No file found in National Archives Catalogue
Posted in the London Gazette on the 27 June
Awarded while serving as Chief Royal Engi nee

McDONALD, EanOBE, (22029) Temporary Lieutenant Colonel, Bomb Disposal,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/ 76/ 436
Posted in the London Gazette on the 18™" February 1943. Supplement 35908. Page
858.

This officer is in charge of all Bomb Disposal and R.E. experimental work in the
Middle East. He has organised Bomb Disposal almost from its beginning in the Middle
East and its present efficiency is largely due to his efforts. His most outstanding
work, however, has been on the experimental side. As President of the Anti -Tank
Mines Committee his work and inventiveness have contributed very largely to the
present huge production of Anti -Tank mines. This work has entailed a great deal of
co-ordination of the many means of supply and manufacture which go to the making
of these mines and great credit must be given to this officer for efficiency of these
mines and for the fact that it has been possible to produce them in such large
guantities. He has also been concerned with devices for clearing minefields such as
mechanical attachment to AFV, s and Detectors and the wok he has done on these
has been on utmost value.

Lt-Col McDonald has worked extremely hard to achieve the desired end and the
contribution that he has made to all that appertains to land mines has been of
greatest value and merits recognition.

MITCHELL,Harry GMOBE, (131795) Temporary Captain, 95 and 96 Bomb Disposal
Section, 17 Bomb Disposal Company, Bomb Disposal Advisor to Chief Royal
Engineer in Italy, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO0O373/ 72/ 86
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19™ December 1944. Supplement 36850. Page
5844.



In addition to commanding No 17 Bomb Disposal Company, Major Mitchell acts as
technical advisor in bomb disposal to the Chief Engineer AAI and the Chief Engineers
of Districts in which the sections of his Company are located. For the first part of
the peri od under review he was responsible for twice the normal number of sections,
as a second Company headquarters was not
responsibilities have thus been widespread and heavy and the fact that he has met
them successfully has only been possible because of his untiring energy. He has been
personally responsible for conducting, without regard to the risks involved many
highly dangerous investigations into new types of enemy bombs and fuzes and into
allied bombs which had failed to explo de due to unexplained failures of their fuzes.
Much valuable information, for which the RAF have expressed their appreciation,
has been obtained as a result of his researches.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 112
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17 " December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7053.

Further Information
Second Lieutenant H Mitchell also was awarded the George Medal see separate
entry.

Citation WO373/106/501 for the same incident awards made to Citation
WO373/66/112.

STANTON, Ernest OBE, (51351) Temporary Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Bomb Disposal
Group, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/156/117 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8" June 1944. Supplement 36544. Page 2576.

This Officer has been employed in connection with bomb disposal since the start of
that activity in August, 1940, first as Staff Officer to C.E. Northern Command, then
as Assistant Director of GHQ Home Forces and now as CRE Bomb Disposal, London.

In each capacity he has displayed unbounded energy and enthusiasm, and his work
has been outstanding.

As Staff Officer in Northern Command, at a time when little was known about
German bomb fuzes and when equipment, since developed to deal with them was
non-existent, he first gained an insight into the problem by dealing with bombs with

his own hands, at considerable personal risk, and therefore trained and controlled
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the bomb disposal Units there. His efforts were largely instrumental in the rapid
clearance of unexploded bombs in Northern Command during the winter of 1940 -41.

As Assistant Director at GHQ he did valuable work in connection with the
consolidation of the Bomb Disposal Organization, necessitated by its hurried start
during a period of intense bombing.

As CRE Bomb Disposal, London, he has in the past 18 months raised the level of
discipline, administration and training in the Units under his command) the strength

of which has been as much as 94 Officers and 1773 O.Rs.) to a high state of
efficiency: besi des which he has rendered valuable assistance in organising and
carrying out training of mobilised units, civil defence personnel, Aux B.D. Squads
H.G. and certain officers from other Commands, and in undertaking experimental
work to advance the technique of bomb disposal.

The scope and volume of this latter work far exceed that which could be allotted to
a single CRE and his personal efforts to obtain the desired results have been
unremitting. In spite of his already very large command he has met every new
demand made of him by the Director of Bomb Disposal with characteris tic
enthusiasm and thoroughness.

The effect of his efficiency and organising power have made themselves apparent
after various enemy air raids on London, notably that of 17 ™ January, 1943, after
which unexploded, bombs have been cleared quickly, with the minimum disturbance
to the war effort and to civilian morale.

YATES, Geof f OB¥Y, H&aA0BOY) Temporary Major, B
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1347 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5653.
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ASHALL, Frederick Wiliam MBE (166 504) Lieutenant, 127 Bomb Disposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/78/226 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 18" February 1943. Supplement 35908. Page
859.

Lieut. Ashal/l has been on Bomb Disposal

wor k
mar ked couralgieancel &dnd initiative. By hi s

e X

very high standard of confident efficiency v
t he Madmla Di sposal Sections. He personal ly h

Del ay Action Bombs ®mdsbuondledh®mbs ANt ia
condition.

BEARMAN, William Charles Victor MBE BEM, (2193307) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/72/697 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" April 1945. Supplement 37039. Page 2069.

This officer is recommended in recognition of his gallant conduct in carrying out
most hazardous work in a very brave manner.

Between 30 Aug 1943 and 30 Aug 44 in Sicily and lItaly this Coy disposed of 2400
Allied Unexploded bombs. Of these 2400 bombs, 520 fuzes and pistols (Note Pistol is
a technical term denoting a slight operational difference between a fuze), were
examined and sectioned to disclose reasons for failure, whether due to faulty
assembly or faulty mechanism.

Inherent faults were discovered in various fuzes and pistols and full reports were
forwarded to the proper authorities thought C.E. A.A.1. This was the first occasion
whereby first -hand information became available regarding effectiveness of Allied
fuzes and pistols.

The criterion of this work and Intelligence which was entirely initiated by the Coy
was acknowledged in a letter from Air Ministry O.10, who stated that the information
given was invaluable.

The stripping and examination of these fuzes and pistols is a very hazardous job and
numerous casualties have been caused. Lt. Bearman well knew the risks he was
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taking but by his skill and courage factual evidence was obtained of faulty design
and assembly which has had an important effect on efficiency of Allied bomb fuzes.
Further Information

At this period of time, very little information as to the fuzes and pistols in Allied
Bombs had been passed to the Bomb Disposal Teamsn case they were captured.

Further Information
Sergeant W C V Bearman also was awarded the British Empire Medal see separate
entry.

BESWICK, Robert Eascott Edward MBE, (188474) Lieutenant, 53 Bomb Disposal
Platoon, 19 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/83/634 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 29" March 1945. Supplement 37004. Page 1705.

Lt. Beswick is O i/c 53 BD PIn. From 21 July to 23 Sep 44 this platoon was
continuously employed on minefield clearance in Arromanches Area.

Lt. Beswick was at all times extremely careful for the safety of his platoon, in most
cases finding the first mine of a new minefield himself and never allowing any party
on a field until he had satisfied himself about the contents. On 18 ™ Aug the L/Sgt
and a Sapper were killed and a Cpl injured on a minefield at Longues. The next
morning Lt Beswick immediately proceeded, with two volunteers, to clear the
minefield and by his example so inspired the rest of the Pl that their morale suffered

no loss from the accident. It was certainly due to his action and subsequent
leadership that the Pl was able to continue at a high rate of efficiency for the
remainder of the period.

This officer has consistently shown great de
Bomb Disposal Officer.

Further Information
Lance Sergeant Hillyard and Sapper EA Turner were the two fatalities.



BLACKWELL, Thomas Walter GM MBE, (169308) Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers.

Th€itatsonmnaken from file WO373/67/339 held a
Pl aced in the London Gazette on the 19 May 1

At Mal ta on the 2 January 1942, Li eutenant
gallantry and devotion to duty in dealing w
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BRENTNALL, Ralph Herbert MBE, (116259) Acting Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal
Royal Engineers

Th€itats omaken from file WO373/67/ 274 held a
Placed in the Londidva rGahz elt94e2 .0 nS utphpel e nt 35 4

Lieutenant Brentnall commenced Bomb Disposal work in November, 1940. On the
10" Mar c h, 1941, he was injured while dealing
not yet recovered sufficiently to enable him to return to duty.

His record discloses outstanding personal courage and tenacious devotion to duty.

This is particularly illustrated in one incident when he was detailed to work on a
Category OAO6 bomb which wa skilograng githa sterdy as of
possibility that it was fitted with a delayed action fuze. He, however, accepted the

grave risks and shared them fully with his working party. This action alone demanded

cold blooded courage of a very high order.
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CONNORS, Colin Richard JamesMBE Posthumously, (42192) Temporary Captain,
Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/156/165 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8" June 1944. Supplement 36544. Page 2577.
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He has been employed for the last 18 months as Field Engineer for the Area of N.
Riding District and has shown great capacity, initiative and energy | his work
particularly during the last six months when engaged in tracing, locating and wiring
in the mine field laid in the East Coast of the District. This often involved work of a
dangerous nature as in some cases the records of the exact location of the minefields
were found to be incorrect, necessitating the use of a detector.

Two O.Rs working under him were actually killed on this work and it was only the
fact that he was called away to another duty saved his life on this occasion.

Further Information
This citation was hand written , bar a typed section in italics.

Died on the 3rd August 1944, aged 46.
Buried at Leeds Roman Catholic
Cemetery. Section E Grave 275.
Captain Conners was killed while
defusing a bomb on a beach in Yorkshire
after distinguished service with the
Royal Engineers since WW1 and had
been involved with Bomb Disposal since
the start of the blitz in London. He was
awarded the MBE posthumously andthis
was given to his son Terrance by the
then Princess Elizabeth. Captain
Connor 6s fat wasras &
Bandsman with the Border Regiment
while serving in India.
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Engineers
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Furthefor mati on

The reason given to not sharing information of fuzes and pistols of Allied Bombsis
said to be that there were concerns that members of the teams could be captured
by the enemy.

DI XON, Nor mvbBnE ,Fr(a2nlk9 6 91) Li eutenant, 19 Bomb
Royal Engineers



The Citation is taken from file WO373/83/680 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 29 March 1945. Supplement 37004. Page 1706.

In his position of 1.0. of this unit he carried out many difficult and dangerous recces

without hesitation. He also discovered, took to pieces and reported on two new

enemy devices, the LUX 0250 Float and the XP 1000 ariel device. In particular at Le

Havre on 6 October 44 he was engaged with Major Skilling SOPAD, 11 L of C Area

in recce of UXBO6s and minefields when he wa
required for access to an electric power station at Montivilliers. The minefield was

seen to be in an exceptionally dangerous condition owing to nearby damage and

blast but he continued. The last mine of the field detonated killing the Sapper who

was neutralising it. Lt Dixon whom had the mine detector was injured and

subsequently had his left arm amputat ed.

DRAKE, Joseph Elton MBE, (152403) Temporary Captain, 9 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers
1918 to 2007.

No Citation Found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 1 January 1945. Supplement 36866. Page 14.

Posted into 9 Bomb Disposal Company in May 1943 as 2 i/c.
Posted to 1 Bomb Disposal Group 17 October 1944.

As his posting was only 3 months before he was awarded, it seems that his
recommendation came from his service with 9 Bomb Disposal Company.

Further Information

He enlisted as a Sapper 31 August 1931, at the age of 15. His service shows 31 August
1931 M Company Depot Battalion, Sapper 14 February 1934 at C Company Training
Battalion, Lance Corporal 22 June 1935, Temporary Corporal 4 February 1937,
Corporal 27 February 1937, Lance Sergeant 21 November 1937, Temporary Segeant
28 August 1938. Heserved with 7 Railway Battalion in February 1940. Discharged to
take a Commission 11 October 1940.

London Gazette shows him as aLieutenant 12 October 1940. Captain as of 1 October

1946. To be Major 12 October 1953 and finally relinquishes command 1 February
1946.

ELLI NGTONMBEyfy abkeutenant , Bomb Disposal, Roy



The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/366 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2nd June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Lieutenant Ellington has been employed on bomb disposal work since October, 1940,
and has personally dealt with approximately three hundred unexploded bombs of
various categories.

In, October. 1940, he took a working party to deal with a bomb which was buried 12
feet between the rails of a main railway line at Hatfield. This bomb was fitted with
No. 17 and 50 fuzes, and the clock was still ticking. Assisted by a N.C.O. of his
Section he lifted the bomb out and rolled it down the bank. It was then loaded on
to a lorry and driven away by this officer to a safe place where it was detonated.
Another bomb which fell on this main line in November, 1940, was treated in the
same way, except on this occasion it exploded spontaneously a few hours after being
placed on site.

Again, in October, 1940, a bomb fell in an ammunition factory at Waltham Cross.

The fuze of this bomb jammed and could not be removed. This bomb he and a
Corporal wheeled out of the factory on a wheelbarrow to a safe place where it was

successfully disposad of.

In each of these incidents this officer displayed outstanding personal courage and
devotion to duty in carrying out operations on delayed action bombs which were at
the time in a highly dangerous condition. He accepted the very grave risks of
removing these bombs to sites where no damage would result from the explosion.
That these risks were accepted personally by him and only one volunteer is further
proof of his fine sense of devotion to duty and disregard for personal danger

FIRTH, Harold Whiteley MC MBE, (135014) Temporary Captain, Bomb Disposal,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/377 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 16 ™ June 1942. Supplement 35598. Page 2651.

Captain Firth has been engaged continuously on bomb disposal work since June 1940.
He dealt with a large number of unexploded bombs at a time when very little was
known about the fuzes, and before safety devices came into existence.

In August 1940, he obtained for experimental purposes by the War Department, a
new and dangerous type of fuze from an unexploded bomb.



On another occasion in December, 1940, when an unexploded bomb fell on a Printing
Works and penetrated to a depth of twenty -two feet, he worked for several hours
in a cramped position scrapping clay from the bomb in order to get at the fuzes.
After the bom b had been successfully uncovered, he constantly remained in
attendance supervising the work of sterilisation. As this work took longer than
anticipated, he left off work for the day with the intention of returning the next
morning to deal with the fuzes. On his return next day, however, he found that the
bomb had self-detonated.

During the period in which he has been employed on bomb disposal work, this officer
has consistently displayed commendable courage and devotion to duty, and these
qualities have been well illustrated during several incidents, including those

mentioned above, when he has acted with cool courage and deliberation under
circumstances involving grave risks.

HANDS, P JMBE, (130522) Temporary Major, 18 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

No file found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8 June 1945. Supplement 37119. Page 2945.

Awarded while Officer Commanding 18 Bomb Disposal, Middle East.

HARDHAM, C RMBE, (152395) Temporary Major, 20 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

No file found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 08 June 1945. Supplement 37119. Page 2945.

Awarded while serving with 20 Bomb Disposal Company.

HUDSON John Pilkington MBE (15428 6) Major, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers.

No file found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 1 January 1943. Supplement 35841. Page 12.



Received for assisting the American 1in
Uni t®tdates and in 1942 | ectured at the

HUNT, Her beMBE JMiInke,s (135515) Temporary
Group, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/76 held at the National Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 18" November 1941. Supplement 35350. Page
6633.

Captain Hunt was appointed Divisional Officer in charge of No 7 Civil Defence Group,
London, in December 1940 a group which has suffered particularly heavily by enemy
bombing. He was formerly employed as ReconnaissanceOfficer with a Bomb Disposal
Company.

As a Divisional Officer he has been responsible for the technical reconnaissance of
all the unexploded bombs which have fallen in the various Boroughsof the Group,
and for their subsequentdisposal. He has carried out almost all the most dangerous
operati ons by himself, often at the risk of his life. On several occasionsbombs have
exploded simultaneously very shortly after he has reconnoitred them. He has dealt
with at least one Category 6 A ®domb, and has also reconnoitred a considerable
number of parachute mines, often by night under blitz conditions. Hiswork hasbeen
done with unfailing cheerfulness, reliability and courage, deserving of high praise.

The Inspector of Fortifications and Bomb Disposal states that Captain Hunt has
displayed tenacious courage and devotion to duty of a very high order, and that he
has narrowly escaped death on numerous occasions when engaged on bomb
reconnaissance during heavy raids on London. Also, that he has always displayed
complete disregard for his personal safety, and has strenuously resisted any
suggestionsof leave or rest.

HUNT, J C MBE, (295550) Lieutenant, 71 Bomb Disposal Platoon, 12 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

No Citation found in the National Archi ves

Posted in the London Gazette on the 2 8 January 1945 Supplement 37407. Page 27.

No further information available.
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JONES, John Hulbert Emlyn MBE, Second Lieutenant, 46 Bomb Disposal Section,
4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 630
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215t January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
461.

On 315t August, 1940, 2" Lieutenant. Jones discovered a new type of fuze of a highly
dangerous character in a bomb which had fallen at Gt. Livermore, Suffolk. Although
aware of the danger, in order to obtain further details, he de -fused the bomb and
the information he obtained proved of great value. He has been engaged on Bomb
Disposal duties since June, 1940.
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The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/382 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 31t March 1944. Supplement 36446. Page 1479.

Major Machin has been employed on bomb disposal duties since January, 1941. These

duties constantly exposed him to personal risk, especially during the major raids on

Portsmouth and Southampton. He has always displayed readiness to tackle any job

atanytime of the day or night and has made man
have been in progress. During the time which he has been engaged on this kind of

work he has supervised the disposal of twel\
bombs, without any casualties being incurred. By his courage, cheerfulness and

devotion to duty he has been a souse of great inspiration to the officers, non -
commissioned officers and men of his Group, especially when very little was known

about bombs and the technical equipment to deal with them was scarce. Over a

period of three years this officer has carried out his duties in a most able and

exemplary manner and frequently under highly dangerous conditions.

MIDSON, Charles Henry MBE, (154272) Lieutenant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 365
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Lieutenant Midson has been employed on bomb disposal work since October, 1940,
and during this period he has dealt with around two hundred unexploded bombs of
varying categories.

It was due to his leadership that it was possible successfully to remove approximately
one hundred unexploded bombs which fell on Coventry during the raids on that city
during November, 1940.

On the 5" January, 1941, he was detailed to remove a parachute mine which fell
near a railway station at Cardiff. This mine became damaged in falling and in
consequence it could not be rendered harmless by the Naval Mine Disposal party.
Although this mine was considered to be in a highly sensitive and dangerous
condition, this officer drove it to a site about 12 miles from the city where it
detonated on being burnt out.

On the 24™ January, 1941, he dealt with a 250 -kilogram bomb which was fitted with
a No 17 and 50 fuzes. Several other bombs which subsequently fell at the same place
and which were also fitted with No 17 fuzes, were subsequently dealt with by him.



This officer has displayed outstanding courage, determination and coolness in his
work, and he has set a very fine example to the men working under him.

NEWI TT,iNeviGMMBE(,1390BdMNDi sp®s alkctaomrBoemb
Di sp&€sampbaRgyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/ 440
Posted in the LondBlnnGazAadt4tse GSmuptphement 3711

Captain Newittds duties, in the capacity of
Directorate since June, 1943, have i ncl ud
i mmuni sati on, o f those enemy bombs and fuz
unknown, or nwist hgblmarekiated or suspected toc
di sgui sed by the enemy. He h-asx pefssomahl yuiz
unexploded bombs (three of which were in Cat
t hem, a process necesbBethbhombgf oonaacaver abe
each case, during which time the nature of t

Captain Newitt also took charge andkgperson
Parachute Bomb, aadntrmhmel Ifed s&l| iRdaeli oBomb dr op
500 Kg. bomb wit-haadtdi segufeed, aand four FIl yi
out t heamdoowtecher duties of a hazardous natur
personal safety, and with complete success.
inval uabl e, enabling accurate intelligence
di sseminated wiithhl &€ hdkeellaeyaast poss

Further I nformati on
Second Li eutenant C N Newitt was al so award
entry.

PARKER, GW @GBE, (1350209) Maj or, 16 Bomb Di s
Engineers

No file found in the National Archives Cat al
Pl aced in the London Gazette on the 1 Januar
Beli eve that hi s MBE was awarded for t he cl

Grimsby in June 1943.
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Further I nformation
Maj or WG Parker was al so sazwarskee@dttalyee Geor ge

PERRY Dillwyn David Llewellyn MBE, (77302), 16 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/ 156/ 26
Posted in the Lond®&mn@azZle9t4t4e Sruptphement 365¢

CommencedB.D. operations 24" June 19408hascarried out extensive Bomb Disposal
Operations asa result of enemy raids at Ashton-u-Lyne Sept, 1940 dBirmingham Nov,
1940 d Manchester Dec, 1940 d Coventry Nov, 1940 d Wallasey March 1941 dLiverpool
May 1941 d Cardiff May1941.

Approx. number of H.E bombs dealt with one hundred and fifty many of which were
fitted with delayed action and anti-handling type fuzes Additionally has dealt with
many types of incendiary bombs, flares and other enemy missiles. Narrowly escaped
serious injury or being killed when a bomb, from which the fuze was being extracted
detonated & suspected anti-withdrawal devices fitted to this type of fuze. Runcorn
239 September. 40. He hascarried out extensive reconnaissanceduties of suspected
unexploded bombs. At all times this officer has carried out his hazardousduties in a
steadfast courageous manner.

REVI S, ClauWMBEKe(©h6bH6B76) Captaiory,al BEmlgi Diexkep a
1917 to 2002

No Citation found at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 15t January 1944. Supplement 36309. Page 15.

Awarded for duties on Bomb Disposal.

Further Information

Captain Claude Kenneth Revis taken from his book The Blinding Flash.

Posted to Bomb Disposal at Haywards Heath 6 January 1941. Was sent almost
immediately on a Bomb Disposal Course and on return posted to a detachment at
Battle, Sussex. First bomb was a 500-kilogram outside Hastings.
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ROBSON, Oswald Leonard MBE, (135211) Temporary Captain, Bomb Disposal
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/75 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 18" November 1941. Supplement 35350. Page
6633.

Captain Robson has been responsible for the reconnaissance of all the unexploded
bombs in No. | Civil Defence Group, since September 1940. The majority of the

reconnai ssanceds and al most al | of t he most

out by him. He has worked through periods of most severe raiding with unfailing
cheerfulness, reliability and courage deserving of very high praise.

On no less than five occasions he has been called upon to deal with unexploded
bombs without waiting for the expiry of the prescribed safety period. On one
occasion a bomb exploded soon after it had been located and before operations on
it could be commenc ed. On another occasion a bomb exploded during operations,
but fortunately Captain Robson and his working party had withdrawn for a period
from the site. In addition, Captain Robson has also incurred similar risks through
voluntarily taking action on his o wn initiative in dealing with bombs which could he
considered needed immediate action.

Captain Robson has gained a great reputation with the local authorities. He has
always been on the spot immediately either day or night, and by his coolness and
imperturbability has been an inspiration to those with whom he has been associated.
The technical officers of the local authorities have received the greatest measure
of help from him.

The I nspector p f Fortifications and Bomb
record since being employed on Bomb Disposal in London, discloses exceptional
devotion to duty, together with sustained courage and inspiring leadership, and also

that Captain Robson has risked his life with cool deliberation, whilst on several
occasions he has narrowly escaped being blown up.

STRINGFELLOW, DouglasMBE, (135041) Temporary Major, 1 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/156/302 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" June 1941. Supplement 36544. Page 2581.
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For continuous work on bomb disposal over a period of 3 ¥z years, frequently carried
out under highly dangerous conditions.

Starting in early summer 1940, when little was known about German bomb fuzes,
and when special equipment subsequently developed for this purpose was non -
existent, he showed considerable resource, and courage, in the acceptance of very
real risks in personally disposing of many bombs.

As Officer Commanding, No 1. Bomb Disposal Company, R.E, and Senior Bomb
Disposal Officer in No. 1 (Civil) Region for the past 3 years, he has by his personal
supervision of the difficult and dangerous incidents ensured that disposal has been
affected with the minimum casualties to his men and in the shortest possible time.

After four heavy enemy raids on the N.E. coast in March 1943 his Unit, reinforced
with additional Sections, disposed of no less than 406 incidents in 50 days besides
dealing with 63 false reports dan outstanding performance which reflects the spirit
he has installed into his men, and the efficiency of his organisation and training
methods.

H.H. Bateman Brigadier Director of Bomb Disposal.

A consistently high standard of achievement maintained without variation over the
last three years justifies, in the opinion of the Reginal Commissioner, recognition
for Major Stringfellow in the forthcoming Birthday Honours List by the conferment
of some such award as the O.B.E.

The Regional Commissioner would be obliged if the recommendation could be
forwarded to the proper quarter.

| have shown your memorandum and enclosure of 24 March, 1944, to the Regional
Commissioner, who directs me to say that he strongly supports the proposal that

suitable recognition should be accorded to the work of Major Stringfellow as O.C.

No 1 Bomb Disposal Company, R.E., in this region. Major Stringfel | owés wor k has
Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1355 held at the National Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 30 ™ September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page

5654.

Conspicuous by its unobtrusive efficiency, and there has never been any avoidable
delay or inconvenience caused by the presence of unexploded bombs in this region
owing to the zeal and energy with which Major Stringfellow and those under his
leadership have carried out their duties. In addition, Major Stringfellow has rendered
notable service to the civil administration by the close and ready co -operation which
he has rendered at all times to the Civil Defence and other civilian services, and by

MO M



the invaluable assistance he has given in training Bomb Reconnaissance Officers and
giving advice on the technical aspects of such difficult questions as search for
unexploded anti -personnel bombs.

Brigadier, Chief Engineer, Northern Command.

TALB@T,IEidsvaArdt hQihret wREMBE(, 1004 ZkLpolnideut enant ,
10Bombi sp&eat RoyBhgi neer s

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1003 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 27 ™" May 1941. Supplement 35173. Page 3019

Lieutenant Talbot has displayed courage and resource of the highest order. He has
been in charge of all bomb disposal work (at Malta) for the last three months and
hasinvariably done the most dangerouswork himself. He has personally disposed of
some fift y bombs, representing about sixty tons, of which twenty had to be done
soon after dropping, when there was a grave risk of delay action or booby traps. He
has inspired his men by his constant example of calm courage and efficiency.

SecondLieutenant E E A C Talbot was also awarded the George Cross(see separate
entry).

Further Information
Lt Tal bot was also awarded the MBE in May 19
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THORNTON, Fr avBlE, MdBt3i61) Lieutenant, 113

Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/77/403 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 23 November 1943. Supplement 36261. Page
5172.

Acting on a request for assistance from N.O.I.C. Sousss, to deal with a floating enemy
mine, Lieut. Thornton with a party of two Sappers wentto Nonaster (Tunisia) on 15"
May 1943.

An enemy horned mine was found within seven feet of the cliff side to the South of
town, floating in two feet of water amongst rocks. Lieut. Thornton attempted to fix

a prepared charge on to the mine, but found he could not hold the mine owing to
the motio n of the water. He called Sapper Fowler to his assistance. Sapper Fowler
grasped the mine by the base of the horns and held it steady while Lieut. Thornton
fixed the prepared charge. The fuze of the prepared charge was lit and the party
escaped by ladder up the face of the cliff. The demolition was successful.

This operation was carried out in the face of the considerable danger of crushing
one of the horns on the rocks. Lieut. Thornton is not trained in the disposal of marine

mines. His initiative and courage in trying circumstances were outstanding and a fine
example to his men.

Further Information

Lieutenant F M Thornton was also given a Kings Commendation for Bravery.
Lieutenant Thornton served with the South African Engineer Corps and was seconded
to Bomb Disposal.

Corporal Eardley was also recognised by the Kings Commendation for Bravery for this
incident.

WATERS Alwyn Brunow GMMBE, 23 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

No Citation found at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28 ™ April 1943. Supplement 36033. Page 2429.

No detail available at this time.

Lieutenant A B Waters also was awarded the George Medal (see separate entry).
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WATSON, Walter MBE, (288080) Lieutenant, 40 Bomb Disposal Platoon, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/73/448 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 26 ™" June 1945. Supplement 37151. Page 3371.

During the period 1 Sept 8 43 31 Dec Lt Watsons Platoon carried out extensive
minefield clearance of a particularly hazardous nature in and around Leghorn. This
wok was of great operational importance and included the petrol pipe line route
along S bank of Arno. That this route, through a maze of anti -pers mines on the
enemy defensive line between Ponteder and S. Romano, was cleared during Nov was
due to the exceptional courage, high sense of duty, and unflagging zeal of Lt Watson
who carried on without rel ief despite casualties to his Platoon , whom he led
personally.

In the course of this valuable work Lt. Watson devised an ingenious method of
defusing Tellermines which is described in AFHQ Intel Summary No 53 para 12 dwhich
in itself is considered worthy of award.

WRI GHT, Lesl i eMBTEh o nfaés2 3Ma8y) Temporary Captain,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/323 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 10" March 1944. Supplement 36416. Page 1151.

Captain Wright has been engaged in bomb dis
di sposed of many bombs which have been dropp

and Exeter.

The way in which he handled the bomb di sposa

Pl ymouth on the night of the 11/ 12 August, i
Commander he reconnoitred a | arge number of
and i mmefdolalt ewiyng the raid. On this occasion
was exceptionally hi gh and their reconna
correspondingly high degree of risk. Af t er w
courage in supervisuipngft hheher aspitdu actlieoanr,i mgnd i
due to this that normal conditions were so r
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ANDREWS BEM, (18888694) Corporal, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/53 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28" October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Corporal Frederick Andrews during ten months has at every opportunity volunteered
for bomb disposal involving an element of danger and has thus set a fine example to
his men. He has dealt with paramines and a nhumber of bombs containing delayed
action fuzes.

When urgent reconnaissance work was required to be carried out during a heavy air
attack during September, 1940, at Thameshaven, Corporal Andrews, disregarding all
danger to himself drove a lorry containing a working party, under fire, to the site,
thus disposing of a bomb in the minimum time.

On another occasion he drove a bomb which contained two number 17 fuzes to a
suitable site for demolition. The bomb had fallen in a built  -up area.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that Corporal Andres has displayed qualities of
leadership, devotion to duty and courage of a high order and sustained over a
considerable period of time.

ATKI NSON, BEMar ( g842527) Sergeant, 44 Bomb Di
Di sposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/643 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 21t January 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Sergeant Charl es Attkinson has been on b
commencement . I n August a new type of bomb
assisted hi sf wzZfef itcheirs tmonmbe i n order to obtai
fuze proved eofbeswmreld okeklt by acti on types of
character and valuable data was obtained.

He has assfigsztziengimamye di fferent types and si
encouraged the men under him in every way.

MOT



BARR, JamesBEM, (2110915) Sapper, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/285 held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette 24" March 1942. Supplement 35498. Page 1330.

Sapper Barr has been employed on bomb disposal duties for a period of twelve
months, eight of which were spent at Hull. No matter how dirty or dangerous a job
that had to be tackled on numerous occasions, it was noted that Sapper Barr was
always one of the first to volunteer to be included in the working party. He has
displayed a high degree of personal courage and devotion to duty in assisting his
Section Officer and Sergeant to dispose of extremely dangerous delayed action
bombs during the very heavy raid s on Hull.

The conditions in Hull and after the raids were appalling and the determination and
tenacity with which this Sapper assisted his superior officers was undoubtedly
instrumental in saving valuable property and lives.

BARTON, JohBnEMROI(alnBd6 1 721) Sergeant, 7 Bomb Di
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/319 held at the National Archives
Pl aced in the London Gazette 23 March 1945,

During the period from the 10 August to the
was in charge of a pawntfy Bemghged nerf i ell @ar amc
Abbsbtury, Dorset. The nihnerBse agair emmafin etl he ydpe f
with sensitive bow spring firing mechani sm.
di fficult owing to the presence of strong un.
|l eaderehiiciency and ready acceptance of per
were veaoby his party without accident.

I n his work Sergeant Barton combines safety
confidence to the parties working under hi m.

BEARMAN, William Charles Victor BEM, (2193307) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/53 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28th October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
3247.
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Sergeant Bearman has been employed continuously for twelve months on bomb
disposal and has always carried out his duties with keenness and enthusiasm. During
a period when his Section was without an officer, he took entire responsibility with
excellent res ults. He has dealt with over two hundred and fifty bombs of all types
and has defuzed many at a time when information and equipment were practically
non-existent. From August to October, 1940, he worked in the heavily blitzes area
of Shoeburyness and Soutend and was mentioned in Command Orders for
distinguished conduct and devotion to duty. From November, 1940 to May, 1941, he
handled approximately twenty -five Category A.1. bombs of all calibres. During the
whole of the above period, he has by his fine lea dership, set a great example to his
men.

On the 6™ January, 1941, three category A.1. 50 &Kilogram bombs fell on the track
at Swaffon Station, closing the line. Sergeant Bearman started on these bombs
immediately and defuzed them in very short time.

Onthe 1%t February, 1941, Sergeant Bearman rendered great assistance to his Section
Officer in the removal of two Category A.1 50 -kilogram bombs from a silk factory at
Great Yarmouth, when in spite of great danger from fire and burning  wreckage, both
bombs were successfully dealt with. He set a fine example of personal courage to
the working party.

On the 4" March, 1941, at Langham Aerodrome, he recovered four 50 -kilogram
bombs with number 15 fuzes classified as category A.1. from the landing ground, in
the short space of two hours.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that Sergeant Bearman had displayed
outstanding qualities of leadership, courage and initiative over a long period and

under most difficult conditions.

Further Information
Sergeant Bearman was later promoted and awarded the MBE (see separate entry).

BRISCOE, WalterBEM, (2126473) Lance Corporal, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

This Citation is taken from file WO373/69/323 held at the National Archives/
Placed in the London Gazette on the 20 ™ March 1945, Supplement 36995. Page 1573.

Lance Corporal Briscoe has been employed on bomb disposal and minefield clearance
since January, 1941.



In June, 1944, he worked on a very difficult and dangerous minefield at Holywell
Bay, Cornwall, and also as chief detector man at Charmouth, Seaton, Portland and
Wyke Regis from August to November, 1944. In all he has detected approximately
four hundred mi nes and has lifted and defuzed about one hundred and fifty.

Lance Corporal Briscoe has proved himself to be most reliable and efficient. On many
occasions he has had charge of the minefield clearing party and always acted with
the greatest confidence in those working under his supervision.

On the 18th December 1944, a minefield
at Wykes Regis was being cleared.
Lieutenant L.H. Morgan was in charge of
this operation. There, was an explosion
and Lance Corporal W. Briscoe was
killed a number of others including
Lieutenant Morgan were wounded.
Lieutenant Morgan entered the live
section of the minefield to remove the
wounded and Lance
body.

Lance Corporal W Briscoe is buried at
Crompton Cemetery, Plot 77 Grave
12071.

BROWN, Charles Ernest BEM, (2069144) Sergeant, 7 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

Th€itats onaken from file WO373/68/ 333 held a
Pl aced in the Lond'dvharCGahz eltO4e4 .o nSutphpel elmdent 36 4

Sergeant Brown has been employed on bomb disposal duties since, October, 1940.
He has worked on over two hundred unexploded bombs, in raids on Bristol, Bath,
Plymouth and Weston-SuperMare. He has set an excellent example to his men and
his determination t o get the bomb, whatever the condition has been invaluable.

He was in charge of a party working on an unexploded bomb which was dropped
during the raid on Plymouth 12 " August, 1943. He was in the excavation when the
first fuze was uncovered. During the process of excavation one side started to
crumbling and to prevent any portion hitting the bomb and actuating the fuze, he
leant against the crumbling side and prevented any fall on the bomb. He ordered his
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men aside and dealt with the falling shale piece by piece with his hands. The bomb
was eventually blown up.

CARMAN, Henry William BEM, (2090614) Sapper, 68 Bomb Disposal Section, 9
Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/684. Held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette on the 215t January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

17" October, 1940. Coventry.

Sapper Carman with his Section was engaged in the removal of an unexploded bomb
from the works of the Triumph Engineering CO. Ltd, Coventry, for a period covering
forty -eight hours, in shifts. The bomb was removed on the 17 ™ and found to be fitted
with a delayed action fuze. Second Lieutenant A. F Campbell, (unfortunately killed
the following day) reported the extraordinary devotion to duty displayed by the
Section in removing the bomb which had penetrated twenty -seven feet.

They had to work in most difficult conditions, including gas, and they cheerfully took
risks in the knowledge that over one thousand work people had been stopped
producing was material. Their unhesitating willingness to work without rest is a
credit to the Section as a whole, and their officer asked that one name might be put
forward for an immediate award as representing the Section. | strongly recommend
this.

Further Information

On the citation was a recommendation for the immediate award of the Military
Medal. Then the George Medal or the OBE for Meritorious Service. The final decision
was the British Empire Medal.

CHADWI CK, BEMhnNn (2126201 Lance Sergeant , Bol
Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/321. Held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 20™ March 1945. Supplement 36995. Page 1573.

Early in 1944, Lance Sergeant Chadwick was working on a very difficult minefield at
Perranporth, Cornwall, when there was an accident in which a Sergeant was killed.
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Lance Sergeant Chadwick carried on work. He also did good work at Mawganporth
when recovering one hundred and fifty mines which were buried in sand drifts 3 -
feet six -inches deep.

In June, 1944, he was in charge of a party clearing mines at Holywell Bay, Cornwell.
Again, this was most a difficult field, with deep sand over the mines, and the position
was further complicated by the fact that some of the mines had been blown up in
an attempt to clear the field.

When in charge of minefield clearance, Lance Sergeant Chadwick also personally
performed the most difficult tasks and by his confidence and keenness was an
inspiration to the men working under him.

CHAINEY, Arthur BEM, (2073641) Lance Corporal, 3 Bomb Disposal Section, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/770. Held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 7 ™ March 1941. Supplement 35099. Page 1428.

On the 26" October 1940, Corporal Chainey voluntarily went forward with other
members of his Section and removed a high explosive bomb, which had fallen that
morning, on premises in Eastbourne. In order to allow immediate rescue operations
for the recovery of the bo dies of three members of No 3 Bomb Disposal Section and
a policeman, all of whom had been buried by the explosion of another bomb.
Corporal Chainey took a leading and vigorous part in carrying out the operation of
removal.

On the 30" October, 1940, he carried out instruction for the removal of railway
coaches at Eastbourne Station which were covering a large high explosive bomb. This
bomb fell at the same time as the two mentioned above and had become wedged
between the rails below th e platform.

CLARK, Art hBEMANdr2dwWw 4034) Lance Sergeant, B
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1134. Held at the National Archives
Placed in the London Gazette on the 8 " August 1941. Supplement 35213. Page 3920.
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COX, Albert Charles BEM, (2076508) Acting Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from files WO373/69/653 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 2 October 1945. Supplement 37294. Page4889.

Onthe 1 A p r 19455it was reported that two German women were laying injured
in a minefield at Mehr, which place at that time was situated behind Allied lines,
and none of the enemy were present. SergeantSuter immediately organiseda rescue
party and accompanied by Sergeant Cox commenced prodding a way through the
minefield to one of the injured women who was lying in a hysterical condition with
one of her legs partly blown off. Thesetwo NCOssearched all around her for mines,
but when being moved onto a stretcher she set off a Schumine which her body had
been concealing. Asa result, both of the injured women were killed and Sergeant
Suter and SergeantCoxwere both blown into the air, Sergeant Suter received severe
injuries to his legs but Sergeant Cax escapedwithout injury.

Thesetwo NCOsin spite of severe shock, remained where they had landed and with
complete calmnessdirected rescue operations. This was the first occasion on which
either of the NCO, had ever entered a minefield, but they carried out their task
unflinching ly and displayed great devotion to duty.

Further Information
SergeantJ T Suter was also was awarded the British Empire Medal.
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2036952 SO®egeHenntByr i ti sh EmpBomb MPEidsRhoysaall
Engineers

The Citation is taken from WO373/67/367 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Sergeant Dears has been employed on bomb di s
early days of bomb disposal, he proved him
Sergeant . He has at all times been the first
fully apgrelkeadanger involved. He has al so s
men of his Section by his steadiness and che
bombs containing dangerous fuzes. He has di ¢
powers of Inedadceoroslhicpouraage over a | ong peri o
On three particular occasions while dealing
the risk of certain death under extremely di
hesitation and with complete disregard for h
EARDLEY, BEMne ¢t13054231) Corporal, 22 Bomb Di

Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/191 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" February 1942. Supplement 35460. Page
773.



Corporal Eardley has been constantly employed on bomb disposal work since October
1940, and has proved himself to be a most consistently courageous and efficient
N.C.O. He inspires the complete confidence of the men working under him. He has
been constantly been praised by his officer for his reliability and skill and proved
the greatest assistance to his officer in recovering a parachute mine, which had to
be withdrawn with great difficulty from ten feet of mud and water before it could

be gagged by NavalOfficers.

Corporal Eardley on one occasion, by his complete disregard for fatigue, nerve
strain, and personal danger both prior to and after the death of his Section Officer
when he was buried alive and subsequently to search for his body. By his cool courage
and magnificent example, he was equally responsible with the same Sergeant in
causing the Section to work on without faltering under the most nerve racking and
exhausting conditions.

ELLIOTT, Horace BEM, (2036910) Lance Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/1366 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Lance Sergeant Elliott has worked continuously on bombs since, August 1940. He has
displayed great courage and initiative in his work. He was engaged on one bomb
which exploded causing fatal casualties. Although badly shaken himself, he refused,
owing to pressure of work, to remain off duty. His sense of duty and personal
disregard of danger has been of immense value in maintaining a very high standard
of morale in his Section.

On the 12" December, 1940, at Birmingham, he played a very prominent part when
a bomb fell at B.S.A (Guns). He worked continuously on the bomb with very brief
intervals for rest owing to his anxiety to see the work completed. His keenness and
energy contributed very largely to the bomb being successfully disposed of.

On another occasion when a 250-kilogram bomb, which failed to explode, fell on the

Singer Mot or Wor ks, it was chiefly due to L
energy that this bomb was also successfully dealt with. The fact that the bomb

contained tw o number 15 fuzes was not known to him and his party until after it had

been uncovered.
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EVANS, Horace BEM, (219887) Sergeant, 18 Bomb Disposal Section, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/76/628 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 18" February 1943. Supplement 35908. Page
862.

During the period 8™ to 27" April, 1942, he supervised the excavation of a priority
bomb in the mid of petrol tanks at MRX, giving no thought to personal danger which
was greatly increased by petrol fumes and running sand.

When it seemed as if the attempt to remove the bomb would have to be abandoned
owing to increased petrol fumes and landslides, Sgt Evans persisted in continuing
without any thought for great personal risks he was taking.

Thanks to this it was possible to remove the bomb and permit work essential to the
war effort.

Further Information

Initial citation recommended the award of the George Medal; this was changed to
the British Empire Medal. He had been Mentioned in Dispatches on the 15 " December
1942.

FISHER, Frederick BEM, (2015146) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/286 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 15" February 1944. Supplement 36384. Page
837.

Sergeant Fisher has been engaged on bomb disposal duties for three years. During
this period, he has worked in heavily blitzed areas around Tilbury, Brentwood and
Norwich. He has always volunteered at every opportunity for work involving any
element of risk and by his example has been an inspiration to all ranks. During a fall
of anti-personnel bombs, which are fitted with two types of fuzes, he worked with
his officer for three daysrunning and helped to dispose of two hundred and thirteen
bombs.

Gl LKS, HenmBEM hdmeB8l83508) Sergeant, Bomb
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The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 3638
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Sergeant Gil kes has been employed on bomb di
1940, and during this period, he has worked
bombs of varying categories. He has al ways s

to duthye hasd al ways been one of the first to

This N.C.O. has on various occasions display
courage of a very fine order in face of grav
al ways shown complete disregard for personal
day over a long period of work in bomb dispo

GREEN,Arthur Ellis BEM, (2014169) Driver, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 136
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30" September 1941. Supplement 35292. Page
5654.

Since September, 1940, it hasbeen Driver Gr e e dufy $o drive his officer on night
anddayr e c onn ai of §anbsg ot 81 Birmingham and Coventry. He has been
out during nearly every major raid on both of these cities and has always displayed
remarkable steadiness and personal disregard of danger. He has never hesitated to
render assistance when debris had to be cleared for the recognition of suspected
unexploded bombs.

On one occasion during a heavy air raid on Coventry. He arrived with his officer at
that City only to find nearly all the roads impassable and a heavy concentration of
bombsfalling. By his determination he managedto get his officer to his destination.
After this reconnaissance further progress could only be made on foot, but he
accompanied his officer throughout the night. Abomb fell approximately fifty yards
away from them which threw Driver Greento the ground severely shaking him.

On another occasion when a mine was being detonated, there was a
misunderstanding, but not due to the fault of Driver Green. The officer, after
lighting the safety fuze of the demolition charge was left stranded about eighty
yards away from the mine with very little cover for safety. Driver Green drove the
car back over some three hundred yards of open ground. The officer was able to
jump on the running board of the car and escapedan explosion which followed about
a minute after he had been picked up.
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Driver Green has shown a capacity for sustained courage and devotion to duty of a
very high order.

GURNEY, Jam8&EMHe(2993073) Lance Corporal, 3
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 673
Posted in the LondohWaGazanetyt €9dni . tis@applement
46 2.

Lance Corporal Gurney assisted in the remova
of Staveley Coal and | r ekni |@®Q@.r abmsd .h aTdh ifsa | b cem
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his party.

Further I nformation

Originally recommended for a mention in disp
HALLI GAN, FréedeereB4) Sergeant, 46 Bomb Dis
Di sposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/ 66/ 644
Posted in the LonddmnGazegt t1d 4dn tShug p2 ement 3
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kiligram bomb att vao dfegpdth. olfn tehimaiyn road bet\
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of safety.
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example of <cool devotion to duty and cheerf:
and difficulties remain an inspiration to us

Sergeant Halligan has been engaged for some

HIORNS, ErnestBEM, (2079532), Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 369
Posted in the London Gazette on the 2nd June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Sergeant Hiorns has been continuously employed on bomb disposal work since June,
1940, and he has always displayed great courage and keenness in his work. His expert
knowledge has been most valuable in the lifting and handling of heavy bombs. His
record constitutes a fine example of sustained courage and devotion to duty over a
long period.

In each of three particular incidents in which Sergeant Hiorns has been concerned
with bomb disposal he has displayed complete disregard for personal danger, with
dogged tenacity under highly dangerous conditions involving the risk of almost
certain death.

HODGSON, Frances Eric BEM, (1983668) Corporal, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/ 603
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22" August 1944. Supplement 36669. Page
3941.

Corpor al Hodgson has been engaged on bomb d
Throughout this period, he has always displ
work, and a complete disregard for personal

have beedid epheple to the men working with

On one occasion he took his turn at interval
adjusting the steam nozzle inside an unexplc
and also helped to remove the bomb filling
thie, had to Iie on his back in wet ground v
bomb. The assistance he gave on this occasi

success of the operation.
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HOY,BERM, (11425712)B&€mbpbraposal Company, RO\

The Recommendation is taken from file WO373/
Posted in the London Gazette on the 23rd March 1945. Supplement 36995. Page
1574.

In January, 1944, Lance Corporal Hoy was a member of a working party engaged
upon clearing mines in the Sidmouth area, where he detected, lifted and defuzed a
large number of mines. He worked minefields at Polridmouth in February, 1944, also
at Mawganporth in March, 1944. In June, 1944, he worked both as Detector and
Digger man at Holywell Bay, a very dangerous and difficult minefield. From July to
November, 1944, he worked on all minefields at Seaton, Portland and Wyke Regis.
In all he has detected, lifted and defuzed approximately three hundred mines.

Lance Corporal Hoy has always been a most confident and steady worker, at home
in any role on a minefield, and one who inspires confidence in those who work for

him.

Images left and below

Holywell Park, Ipswich. 7
January 1944. Unit and
personnel unknown.

Photo  credit: Peter Ma 1
Collection.
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JOY, EdwarBEM{enrly910114) Corporal, Bomb Di spc

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 281
Posted in the Londdva rCahz elt%4e2 .onSuphpel €mMent 35 4

Corporal Joy commenced Bomb Disposal work ir
of duty, and has proved an excellent asset
one of the first to volunteer for Category o0.
in fhceéawmger have been an inspiration to the
On one occasion in particular this N.C.O.

devotion to duty of the highest order in as:

25Ril ogram del ayed action bomb fitted with t
were operBalhengery grave risk of explosion wa
to attempt to avoid severe damage to a rail\
and a matter of necessity at this time.

KI RK, RobeBEMWi (R7r8mh7) Sergeant, 65 Bomb Di s
Di sposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 245
Posted in the LondohWaGaanetyt €9dni . tiS@applement
462.

Sergeant Kirk has been the N.CO. in charge of Bomb a Disposal Section since work
began. He has proved himself invaluable by the calm and efficient manner in which
he has carried out his duties in a very important industrial area when the presence
of unexploded bombs would interfere with the war effort.

He was the N.C.O. in charge of the Section which dealt with twenty unexploded

bombs in the Vauxhall Motor Works, Luton, some of which exploded while digging
was in progress, indicating delayed action.

LEIGH, Herbert BEM, (23855) Lance Corporal, 101 and 102 Bomb Disposal
Sections, Royal Engineers

No Citation found in the National Archives F
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Posted in the London Gazette on the 27" September 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

Citation taken from his London Gazette entry.

Lance Corporal Leigh was a member of the Bomb Disposal Section responsible for

the recovery of the bomb , which fell, cl ose to St. Paul s Cath
responsible for assisting Lieutenant Davies in the subsequent disposal of the bomb

when it has been moved from the excavation.

His personal example of courage and contempt of danger in working over a bomb

which might have exploded at any moment was of untold value in Maintaining the

morale of his team.

Further Information

Lieutenant Davies and Sapper Wylie were both awarded the George Cross and

Sergeant Wilson the British Empire Medal also for this incident, see separate entries.

LLEWELLYN, George BEM, (2811272 Sergeant, 3 Bomb Disposal Group, Royal

Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/ 157/ 24

Posted in the London Gazette on the 29" December 1944. Supplement 36886. Page
38.

This N.C.O. has been employed for over four years on Bomb Disposal Duties.

As a Sapper and Junior N.C.O., his cheerfulness and courage has always inspired
confidence in his section. Since his promotion to Sergeant, in Nov, 1941 he has
proved himself to be a great leader, whose thoughts are for his men before any other
consideration.

In the latter part of 1940 and early 1941 he was engaged in Essex on extensive Bomb
Disposal Operations which were the result of the Battle of Britain Later in 1941 he
was transferred to Norwich and worked all through the heavy raids on that town and
the surrounding districts when the dangerous condition of blitzed houses and water -
logged ground required the utmost care and attention to details to prevent
accidents.

In all he has worked on over two hundred and fifty Unexploded Bombs of all sizes
with every known type of fuze, never once hesitating to undertake any job.
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This N.C.O. has also been engaged for a considerable time on Beach Minefield
Clearance.

MEAD, George Thomas BEM, (2071183) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 938
Posted in the London Gazette on the 29" April 1941. Supplement 35148. Page 2441.

Onthe 24" October, 1940, a bomb was located in Coventry and Sergeant Mead was
detailed to the work of disposal. The bomb had penetrated a sewer and Sergeant
Mead, whilst directing operations during the morning, was overcome by gas. The
attack was not very severe and after a few hours, during which he partially
recovered, he resumed his work. During the afternoon he was again overcome by
gas and was removed from the site in a collapsed condition. He received medical
attention for two daysin his billet, but asrecovery was slow, he was despatched to
hospital, where he eventually recovered.

Onthe 6™ November, 1940, two bombs of 560-pound, weight were being disposed
of by burning at Binley Sandpits, Coventry. An officer wasin charge of the operation
and assisted by Sergeant Mead. During the process both bombs exploded killing one
man and injuring the officer, SergeantMeadand three other members of the party.
Although in severe pain due to his injuries, Sergeant Mead assisted by the office in
attending to the other injured men, but shortly collapsed and was removed to
hospital suffering from head and other injuries. It is doubtful whether he will again
be physically fit. He has, whilst in hospital, expressed his wish to again resume his
duties with the Section.

The conduct of Sergeant Mead, who has been engaged on bomb disposal work from
the very first days, hasbeen in keeping with the very high tradition of the Corps; his
example and spirit have been beyond praise. Sucha man as this has proved to be
the backbone of his unit, and is in large measure responsible for what successhas
been attained in operations within the Area.

MEAGER, Cyril Thomas BEM, (1872626) Lance Corporal, 127 Bomb Disposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/ 78/ 254
Posted in the London Gazette on the 27 ™" October 1942. Supplement 35763. Page
4688.
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L/Cpl Meager has been working on bomb disposal for more than a year and has, on
many occasions, shown exceptional coolness and efficiency in danger. During the
last few months, he hasbeen driving the truck of Lt B|1 a ¢ k weednnhai@ssinceparty
and became Lt B| a c k wersohabassistant. By his enthusiasm and readiness to
work at all hours over long periods, he has set a magnificent example to his Section.

MITCHELL,Herbert Henry BEM, (1883094) Acting Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/370

Posted in the London Gazette on the 2" June 1942. Supplement 35580. Page 2373.

Sergeant Mitchell has been actively engaged on bomb disposal duties since June
1940, and has worked on at least two hundred and fifty unexploded bombs of varies
categories. His fine example of courage and devotion to duty has always been of
great assistance when engaged upon work of a hazardous nature. His courage and
cheerfulness while employed on bomb disposal work at Coventry during November
and December, 1940, set a good example to his comrades.

On two occasions in particular Sergeant Mitchell has displayed sustained, cold-
blooded courage, and devotion to duty of a very high order while assisting his Section
Officers in work of bomb disposal.

NUTALL, Geof BrEsMy BRBdr8I98W38) Acting Sergeant,

Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 371

Posted in the Lond®&mu nka z219t4t2e ®Sruptpie ment 355¢
Sergeant Nuttall has been continuously engse
October, 1940, and during that time his i
assi st hi s Section Of ficer i n any Job i
i nspiramaokedndxample to the other N.C. Os
This N.C. O. has an outstanding record of per
devotion to duty on bomb disposal operati ons
incidents particularly brought t o noti ce
volunteasedstohis Section Officer to remove

where explosion could not cause damage.
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dangerous condition of the bombs which were
i nvol ved, renders his actions al/l the more n

OXFORD, Edwin Charles BEM, (1920394) 9 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 673
Posted in the LonddmnGazegt tld 4dn tShugp pd2 ement 3
Ont"september, 1940, an unexploded bomb fell

stopping the work there and a road | eading
bombs dropped at the same time in the vicini
Lance Cor@rod awhoOxwas i n charge of the party

bomb.

Further I nformation

Il nitially recommended for a Mention in Dispa

PAL MER, SidnBEMGed6§42690) Lance Corporal,
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/ 325
Posted in the LondoharGahz elt9t4e5 .0 nS utphpel e2ment 36 ¢

Early in 1944 Lance Corporal Pal mer was a me
in Sidmouth area, and as the detector man wq
mi nes. He was at Polridmouth where he cleare
Lance Corporal Pal mer was within twenty vyard
and injured his Company Commander. Though s
bl ast, he behaved with outstanding cool ness
accidamtc.e 3 hen, h e has wor ked al most cont i
mi nefields and is an outstandingly reliable
confidence in those working with him.

POWELL, Frederick James BEM, (1983232) Acting Lance Corporal, Bomb
Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/ 281
Posted in the LondMarGhzdadv#“e.olduplpé ement 354
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Lance Corporal Powell commenced Bomb Disposal work in September, 1940, and
continued to be employed on this kind of work until March, 1941, when he was
seriously injured by the explosion of a bomb, of which details are given below.

At the Post Office in King Edward Street, London in March, 1941, Lance Corporal
Powell was detailed to take charge of a party to dig down to a bomb which was
threatening the G.P.O. Tube Railway. During operations the bomb exploded causing
him severe skull injuries. On this this occasion Lance Sergeant Powell acted with
great courage and doggedtenacity of purpose, completely disregarding the extreme
danger of the task in hand. He has always displayed great coolnessand courage, and
absolutely fearlessness, with complete disregard for his own safety, although fully
aware of the dangersinvolved.

PRATT, Frederick Walter BEM, (723655) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/189
Posted in the LondidFne bGauzaertyt el 94n2 tCheec elnfber 19 4
35460. Page 773.

Sergeant Pratt has been, bomb disposal Section Sargent for over eleven months,

during which time he was stationed on the Thames Estuary where enemy activity

hasbeen heavy. Onone occasion he displayed a high degree of personal courage and

devotion to duty when he volunteered to assistan officer to withdraw by hand a 17A

and 50fuze from a 250-kilogram bomb. That he fully realised the possibility of an
anti-withdrawal device being fitted behind the 17A fuze and that the slightest

vibration might activate the 50 fuze accentuates the bravery of his action.

Sergeant, Pratt has consistently disregarded personal danger and has been of the
greatest assistance to his Section Officer in carrying out reconnaissance work. He
has been an inspiration to the men of his Section, and has always shown such care
for their safety that no accidents have occurred, in spite of two hundred incidents
on which his Section has been engaged.

RAMSAY, BEMhNn(2040042) Acting Lance Corporal,
11 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 813
Posted in the London Gazette on the 25" March 1941. Supplement 35116. Page 1733.
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On t hitHove mber, 1-pa0ndhbomb Of el | in the River
bridge at East Linton carrying the main roac
and Sapper Smith, together with Lieutenant |
and muddy waet etrhet obonobc.atWhen the bomb was f ol

a rope round the bomb. When first pulled out
in agai-hiandtreThe bomb was finally pulled o
bomb steriwhaosled. ogdreati on exhibited extreme
water and difficult conditions. The bomb was:s
possible to see what type of fuze it contair
it had fallen imoseftimbtdemadeekpl ode when r
was no del ay action. By their personal cour a

was saved from possible damage.

Further Il nformati on
Al s o, Li eutenant He wi t t was awarded the Geo
British Empire Medal for this incident.

ROBERTS, JackBEM, (1900409) Sergeant, 16 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/440 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 5" May 1944. Supplement 36498. Page 2049

Sergeant Roberts commenced bomb disposal operations in November 1940, and
assisted in operations as a result of enemy air raids on Cardiff and Swansea areas.
Additionally, he assisted with the clearing of many beach minefields, involving
approximately two thousand mines. Despite the fact that a number of his comrades
had been killed whilst clearing minefields, he continued to carry out his duties in
the most steadfast and courageous manner, setting a magnificent example to the
men in his charge. Sergeant Raberts was unfortunately killed in a mine explosion on
28" February, 1944, which date was subsequent to that on which his name was put
forward for an award.

Further Information
Died in South Waleswith Corporal J Nelson.

ROBINSON, Allan John BEM, Acting Lance Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers
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The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/189 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" February 1942. Supplement 35460. Page
773.

Lance Sergeant Robinson has been engaged on bomb disposal work since January
1941. His personal courage hasbeen of a very high order and he hasalways exercised
great care and thought for the safety of working parties under him. He hasconstantly
volunteered to do difficult work involving danger and has set a fine example to his
Section. By following the example set by his Section Officer, he has been largely
responsible for securing the maximum output of work from his Section, which in
some caseshas been remarkable.

On one occasion he was in charge of the working parties under the direction of his
Section Officer when digging down to and moving into position, paramines to enable
the Naval Mine DisposalOfficer to get at the fuzes. It was known that paramines are
extre mely sensitive to movement and vibration and that the slightest error would
result in disaster to the working party. Theserisks were accepted by Lance Sergeant
Robinsonwith deliberate and cold-blooded courage worthy of the highest praise.

RODGERS, ArthurBEM, (1869665) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/286 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 15" February 1944. Supplement 36384. Page
837.

Sergeant Rodgers has displayed conspicuous
traps and bombs. During the whol e "éMarkihs ser
1943, he has taken upon himself the task of
bomb, mi ne and booby trap which has come to
mi nes many of which were in poor condition.
couragesawndce,e and since hostilities ceased
valuable work inunihtsiofsStalulctamms oifn this fi

SELLENS, Ernest William, (2092109) Sergeant, 10 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/157/310 held at the National Archives.

Posted in the London Gazette on the 29" December 1944. Supplement 36866. Page
39.
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For carrying out hazardous work on Bomb Disposal and Mineclearance. In January
1944 he took charge of a Minefield party after a fatal accident had occurred,
removing the bodies, regardless of his own safety controlled the whole operation
until the arrival of his O.C.

This N. C. O. has been recommended for an awar

SMITH, Arthur Whiting BEM, (5173065) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

No file found in the National Archives Cat al
Pl aced in the Lon2lohuGazk242. oduphmleement 360
Further Il nformati or

Sergeant A W Smith
1944. Be aclhe amiame e
i nvasi en Ani nLeowest o

Court of inquiry
instructions | aid ¢
of beach mi nes wer
carried out.

Photo A&ftadi tCalton.

SMITH, Herbert BEM, (1864420) Corporal, 9 Bomb Disposal Section, 4 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/646 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215t January 1941. Supplement 35050. Page
462.

Lance Corporal Herbert Smith has been on bomb disposal work since its inception,
showing marked coolness and disregard for personal safety at all times.

During the week 20 8 27" September, 1940, he led a volunteer working party at
digging up, at great personal risk, three unexploded parachute mines buried deep in
the ground at Laindon, Essex, much of the work being carried out during the hours
of darkness.
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SMITH, John BEM, (2078741) Sapper, 56 Bomb Disposal Section, 11 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/ 814
Posted in the London Gazette on the 25" March 1941. Supplement 35116. Page 1733.

On t hitHove mber, 1-paandhbormlb Of el | in the River
bridge at East Linton carrying the main roac
and Sapper Smith, together with Lieutenant |
and muddy waet etrhet obonobc.atWhen the bomb was f ol

a rope round the bomb. When first pulled out
in agai-hiandtreThe bomb was finally pulled o
bomb sterilisedatiThhre ewhloil i togplerextreme cour &
water and difficult conditions. The bomb was:s
possible to see what type of fuze it contair
it had fallen in soflte mwd emgpde diet wherme moivah
was no delay action. By their personal cour a

was saved from possible damage.

Further I nformation

Al s o, Li eutenant Hewitt was awarded the Geo
British Empire Medal for this incident, see
SMI TH, BmWMes(2128909) Lance Sergeant, 158 Bo
Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

TheE€itattsakfemdodmWe373/ 7ake®md2hati dnahi ves.
Pl adaédleond®danz eo it v B9"Ap rligdldSuppl edrlenFPRh.q2ed 7 2 .

This NCO is strongly recommended for an award in recognition of his gallant conduct

in carrying out most hazardous work in a very brave, manner, well knowing the great

personal risks he was taking. Between 3@ October and 10" October 43 he defuzed

and removed six British Bombs fitted with long delay fuzes and anti -handling devices.

These bombs were adjacent to the Salerno -Naples Road and SalerneNa pl eds rai | w
and their clearance avoided serious hinderance to military operati ons.

Extracting British long delay fuzes and anti -handling devices is a most dangerous task

which has caused many casualties. Great courage and ingenuity are required D.B.D
Instructions lay down these bombs should always
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Be destroyed in situ unless the explosion is likely to cause damage that would impede
military operations.

In addition, between 9 ™ Oct and 15" Oct 43 at Naples he very ably assisted his officer
in locating an enemy F Feder (clockwork delay device) which was cunningly hidden
in Prince Piedmont Barracks and connected to 1590 Ibs of H.E. and timed to explode
the following day. By locating this mine many lives were saved as the building had
previously been vetted and declared clear by other troops and would have been
occupied that night.

L/ Sgt Smithoés platoon was one of "Aug®20i r st
Sept 44 he has been in charge of mine clearance parties. His attention to safety
precautions, alertness and coolness under shell and S.S fire in carrying out essential

mine clearance, greatly assisted military operations and avoided casualties. In

additio n, L/Sgt Smith was i/c booby trap clearance under the direction of his O.C.

and was outstanding in his abilities, keenness and control of men. This type of work

calls for courage and alertness of a very high order.

Further Information
At this time very little information had been passed on  to BD units concerning British
Fuzes(in case the operatives were captured ).

SUMMERBRaSc,€o | iBEEM,2187 07 poBamrmh Di sposal, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/604 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 22 " August 1944. Supplement 36669. Page
3941.

Corporal Summerscommenced bomb disposal work in November 1940. He has at alll
times displayed a cheerful readinessto tackle any job and has been a fine example
of encouragement to the men of his Section, especially during the early days of the
0 b | i ©reode occasion he helped to deal with an unexploded bomb which was
fitted with a new kind of anti-handling fuze. This particular bomb which had fallen
on the premises of the Victoria Haulage Company at Battersea, was in a very
unstable position under a large lathe. | was only with great difficulty it was propped
up and slungwith a view to making it immobile during subsequent operations. There
was a very great risk of the bomb moving during the operation as the fuze was
designed to function at the slightest movement or vibration. Corporal Su mmer 0 s
record of work with bomb disposal has been a very fine one.
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SUTER,J T BEM, (2091843) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from files WO373/69/653 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 2 October 1945.

Onthe 1 A p r 19455it was reported that two German women were laying injured
in a minefield at Mehr, which place at that time was situated behind Allied lines,
and none of the enemy were present. SergeantSuter immediately organiseda rescue
party and accompanied by Sergeant Cox commenced prodding a way through the
minefield to one of the injured women who was lying in a hysterical condition with
one of her legs partly blown off. Thesetwo NCOssearched all around her for mines,
but when being moved onto a stretcher she set off a Schumine which her body had
been concealing. Asa result, both of the injured women were killed and Sergeant
Suter and Sergeant Coxwere both blown into the air, Sergeant Suter received severe
injuries to his legs but Sergeant Cax escapedwithout injury. Thesetwo NCOsn spite
of severe shock, remained where they had landed and with complete calmness
directed rescue operations. This was the first occasion on which either of the NCO,
had ever entered a minefield, but they carried out their task unflinchingly and
displayed great devotion to duty.

Further Information
Sergeant A C Cox also was awarded the British Empire Medal.

WAKEFI ELD, JohBrEMr gd®elr91crk98) Corporal, Bomb I
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/281 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24™ March 1942. Supplement 35498. Page 1330.

Corporal Wakefield commenced Bomb Disposal work in June, 1940 and has always
shown initiative and courage in the face of danger.

When a German aeroplane crashed at Bromley in November 1940, Corporal
Wakefi el dds section was called out to remove
Before the bombs could be removed it was necessary to extricate one of the crew

who was alive, but trappe d, Corporal Wakefield assisted in this operation and then

helped in the removal of the bombs.

It is considered that Corporal Wakefield acted with splendid courage and displayed
outstanding devotion to duty on this occasion. There was grave risk of both fire and
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explosion and conditions of work were rendered all the more difficult by the
darkness and heavy raid which was in progress at the time.

WALLACE, John Roger, (2194162) Sapper, 3 Bomb Disposal Section, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/51 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

This young Sapper has, by his persistent gallantry and zeal in Bomb Disposal work
during the past twelve months, set a fine example to his comrades. He has assisted
in dealing with approximately two hundred bombs, sixty of which were dealt with
when little information on the most dangerous types was available. He has on every
opportunity volunteered for work of a hazardous nature. On one occasion he assisted
his Section Sergeant in dealing with a 250-kilogram bomb fitted with a No 17 fuze
which was ticking. The bomb was successfully disposed of in face of great danger.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that Sapper Wallace has displayed cold blooded
courage and tenacity of purpose of a very high order over a long period of time, and
that these qualities were particularly evident during the incident described above.

WHI TI NGTON, Ri cTthaormh sCHB&EM, e 2077494) Lance Se
Di sposal, Royal Engineers

Sergeant Whitington has been engaged on the

coast of England for the past nine months. T
hel ped to clear were found to be sea washed,
unchart eylst elrhaet isc control, cool courage and
mi nes, some of which were found to be burie
feet, is deserving of the highest prai se. U

responsi bl e f oorf teheghctl etahroaunscaend mi nes of t he

WILDSMITH, BrianBEM, (2126759) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/68/601 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22 August 1944. Supplement 3669. Page 3941.

MCC



At Cuckmere Haven on the 12 February, 1944,
coast which had been subjected to tidal acti.i
of the mines to be buried beyond detectable
to debhecmi hnes, showing cool courage and a fi
the operation he was always ahead of his me
directing their clearance. Under such condit
recovered bor s welSeegbdant Wi ldsmithoés party
forty minefields the majority of the mines |
Sergeant Wi ldsmith has at all ti mes shown o
initiative. Undemimies thhwopesranidsimimes have bee

Photo credit:
Collection.

s
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WILLLI AMSBENW, H2210148) Sergeant, Bomb Di spos:

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/280 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24™ March 1942. Supplement 49583. Page 1331.

Sergeant Williamson has been employed continuously on Bomb Disposal work since
November, 1940, apart from the short time he was in hospital as a result of injuries
which he has received when a bomb which he was dealing exploded. His Section
Officer speaks highly of his coolness and fearlessness in face of danger.

At Holburn in November, 1940, this N.C.O. assisted in dealing successfully with an
unexploded bomb which was causing serious interference with vital traffic.
Throughout the operation he showed neither fear or hesitation, although fully aware
of the danger involved. On another occasion he assisted in dealing with an
unexploded bomb which had fallen on a platform at Victoria Station. After work on
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excavating the bomb had been abandoned for the night it exploded spontaneously.
Sergeant Williamson was in charge of the working party. On both these occasions
Sergeant Williamson displayed a very high order of cold -blooded courage. In both
cases the delayed action fuze was functioning and the bombs may have detonated
at any moment during operations. The fact that one bomb did explode, but
fortunately after work had ceased due to darkness, serves to emphasis the degree
of danger during the entire period .

WILLCOT, George Henry BEM (1872211) Acting Warrant Officer IlI, (Company
Sergeant Major), Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/49 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Company Sergeant Major Willicott has been engaged continuously on Bomb Disposal
since June 1940, and he hasduring this period dealt with some two hundred bombs,
including sixteen Category A.1. incidents. Mostof the A.1. incidents were dealt with

before the necessaryinstruments for dealing with the various types of German fuzes
were put into use, and when every bomb was a potential booby trap. Company
Sergeant Major Willicott has at all times shown himself to possessthe highest
courage and devotion to duty, and hasset a fine example to the men working under
him.

On the 17" August, 1940 a 250-kilogram bomb was dropped on the Farnborough
Aerodrome Landing Ground. On excavating the bomb was found with the fuze
underneath; the fuze could not be seenbut could be heard ticking. Instructions were
issued from higher authority for work on this bomb to be abandoned. Company
Sergeant Major Willicott showed great courage whilst working on this bomb.

On the 14™ October, 1940, at Granleigh, Company Sergeant Major Willicott was
called upon to deal with a 250-kilogram bomb which had fallen in the middle oof
eight houses. The bomb on being excavated was found to be fitted with a number
17 fuze which was under water. It was, however, found impractible to remove this
bomb which exploded after a sandbagwall had been built around it. Littles damage
was done to surrounding property. Company SergeantMajor Willicott by his personal
courage during these operations set a fine example to his men.

The Director of Bomb Disposal, states that during thirteen months of continuous
service on Bomb Disposal Company Sergeant Major Willicott has displayed

outstanding courage and devotion to duty.
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WILSON, James BEM, (2217014) Sergeant, 101 and 102 Bomb Disposal Section,
Royal Engineers

No Citation found at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 27" September 1940. Supplement 34596. Page
5769.

Citation taken from his London Gazette entry.

Sergeant Wilson was the senior non-commissioned officer of the Bomb Disposal
Section detailed to recover the bomb which fell in the vicinity of StP a u Cathsdral.

With complete disregard to his own safety, he supported his section officer untiringly
until the bomb was located and brought to the surface.

SergeantWi | s detefmgnation and personal example off courage and devotion to
duty were inestimable value to the morale of his men and were largely responsible
for the successof the operation.

Further Information
Lieutenant Davies and Sapper Wylie were both awarded the George Cross and Sapper
Leigh the British Empire Medal also for this incident (see separate entries).

WILSOMNMBEM,2007 368 )Lmagn€er poBarhh Di sposal,

Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/285 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 24™ March 1942. Supplement 35489. Page 1331.

Lance Corporal Wilson hasbeen employed on bomb disposal work since August, 1940.
As a member of a sterilisation crew, he has played a prominent part in the
sterilisation of many bombs fitted with No 17 and 50 fuzes, especially in the early
months of bomb disposal, when electrical stethoscope and clock stoppers were not
available. He has always shown extreme willingness, combined with coolness and
courage, in this difficult and hazardouswork.

In each of several incidents brought to notice which Lance Corporal Wilson has been
concerned, there was every possibility of the bombs which were being dealt with
exploding at any time during steaming out operations lasting several hours, and the
fact that the anti-handling fuze did not explode the bomb being dealt with in one
incident when it was moved is quite extraordinary .
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WOOD, Kenneth William John BEM, (1889904) Sergeant, 7 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/67/51 held at the National Archives
Posted in the London Gazette on the 28™ October 1941. Supplement 35326. Page
6247.

Sergeant Wood has been continuously engaged in bomb disposal since June, 1940,
during which time he has dealt with over three hundred bombs, including twenty -
five Category A.1l. incidents. Most of the .1. incidents were dealt with before the
necessary instruments for dealing with the varying types of German fuzes were put
into use. His courage and devotion to duty , has at all times set and maintained a
very high standard for men engaged on this work.

On the 215t September, 1940, two 250-kilogram bombs fitted with number 17 fuzes
were dropped on Hawkers Aircraft Factory at Weybridge. One of the bombs which
had no penetrated was removed by Sergeant Wood to a crater in the airfield. The
other bomb was under the concrete floor in a workshop. Work on this bomb
commenced and continues throughout the night and it was successfully extracted.
Sergeant Wood by his example and devotion to duty in persevering with the
excavations and was undoubtedly of help in saving at least twenty -five British
aircraft.

On the 10" May, 1941 ten 50-kilogram bombs and two 250-kilogram bombs were
dropped on the Air Speed Factory at Muddiford. All the bombs were cleared. The
250-kilogram bombs contained number 25 fuzes, and the 50 -kilogram bombs no 15
fuzes. The two -pin plug discharger was used by the officer in charge on all the fuzes
but on testing two of them they were found to be alive. Sergeant Wood was on duty
throughout the removal of all these bombs and showed the highest courage and
devotion to duty.

The Director of Bomb Disposal states that
disposal operations shows exceptional qualities of leadership, determination and
cool courage in the face of grave danger.

Se|



Croi x de Guerre

French Croix de
Photo credit: Julian A

The Croix de Guerre is a ,Ariegmdh abhwaaVdogdcad e at €
War 1. It was also commonly bestowed upon fo
't may be awaadedieitdhved a@award or as a uni't
who distinguish themselves by acts of herois

The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal teams wer e
the Wad.perio
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ABRAM, George CDG, (1795577) Corporal, 5 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/111/1171 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 18 December 1945. Supplement 37761. Page
5142.

During September 1944 this N.C.O was in che
Pl atoon working with an Airfield Constructd.i
clearance of del ayed action bombs and char
evacuated bysa hteheaetnetmye airfields could be h

time to forward tactical units of the Royal
During the period he cleared over a hundred
Gri mber ghen, and Le Cul ot south of Louvain,
his dangerous task while the airfield was un
That this work was completed successfully ar
measure to Cpl Abrambés promptness of action,
of inspiration to his men and his high sense

CORNWELL, Frederick John CDG, (2055686) Corporal, 14 Bomb Disposal Platoon,
19 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers - attached to T Force

The Citation is taken from file WO373/111/1182 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8" December 1945. Supplement 37761. Page
5142.

On 14" September 44 14 B.B. Pt RE entered Ostend to assist in clearing the port of
bombs mines and anti-invasion works. The amount of work to be done was
considerable and since speed was vital casualties were experienced.

Particularly on 11 ™ October 44 when a lane had to be cleared through mine belts on
the race -course for a signal cable in 24 hrs. At the onset the Pl t Sgt and two Sappers
were badly injured but Cpl Cornwell carried on and by his energy and determination
nerved the rest of the party to complete the job on time.

Before the PIn were withdrawn on 26 " Oct 44 there had been further casualties

including the PIn Officer and the new PI t Sergeant killed. In all this Cpl Cornwell

remained steady and unshaken and it was largely his conduct and example that re -
strengthened the morale of the platoon.



MI LL ER, WD GViitehm Br onz é 1 £8)aba3nicie Cor p@r aBlo mb
Di sposal Pl at oon, 19 Bomb Disposal Company,

The Citation is taken from file WO373/186/1720 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 8 " December 1945. Supplement 37761. Page
5142.

| mmedi ately on | anding 1in Nor mandy, 19 Jul
engaged in clearing the beach area of mines.
empl oyed either with the mine det®&ptopbp 84 At
the working party of which he was a member

anfpiersonnel mines, of which a cohsiageedbl e n

On Friday Aug 18 an acc-peéesbnopekbumiedf obal é@n

sapper was killed and the platoon | ance ser ¢
The | ance sergeant died from his wounds i n h
the onllefNCO@f the party but i mmediately and
situation. After doing what he could for th

and then conducted the MO through the minef.i

Later that day onhenilkahdwpr eskehrc ateidweomitnrhde t o
mi nfei el d and carefully mark the extent of th
previously I|Iifted. He subsequently took a | e
this dangerous field and by his example und:«
of the platoon.
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The Kings Commendation for Brave Conduct was

George VI in 1939 to recognise acts of brave
service$ronthone circumstancescf bitaweaeasd taward
in the BritishalHomgairde sy smemt).i on in dispatc

BINGHAM, Raymond Charles, (126308) Captain,

No Citation found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 9 July 1943. Supplement 36085. Page 3103.

No further information available.

BROWN, John Edward, King Commendation Posthumously, (2196474) Sapper, 9
Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

Th€itatsonaken from file WO373/ 66/ 685 held a
Placed in the LonddWaGanetyt ee9di .t B@aphpVement
401.

On Thursday Sept. 19" 1940, at Corbishley Farm, Coventry whist excavation was
taking place for a suspected unexploded bomb the ground suddenly collapsed
exposing a hole into which L/Cpl Kirby fell and was overcome by gas. Without
hesitation Sapper Brown jumped into the cavity in an effort to rescue his insensible
comrade and with complete disregard for his own safety. He too was overcome and
when eventually rescue was affected . Eforts to restore consciousness were
unavailing and it became evident that Sapper Brown had sacrific ed his own life in
his efforts to save that of his Non -Commissioned Officer.

Further Information
Il ni ti al recommendati on was Medal of the Or de
underneath itMsesdaktpeps aGeawragde award was a Kings



Died through the a
bomb.

CRUMP, E T Kings Commendation, (66569) Captain, Bomb Disposal, Royal
Engineers

No Citation found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19 May 1942. Supplement 35562. Page 2156.

NoFur tlhrefror mati on

L e R

CUNLI BREhukiIng CommeNdaBRdEI)geadBtomb Di sposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/146 held at the National Archives.
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Posted in the London Gazette on the 13" December 1940. Supplement 35014. Page
7054.

Onls'Sept e MOeAWh echi g goiudp o mdbmbeddedpliiyoundati ons
ofahoteaetMi | | i ovrg thema | Ghh e ssMa& m ¢ h eRsotaedree n ¢ o u rtahgee d
mermnwaor klheidmsded Wiinh h29f holknowt higuZzebepr obably
del agedi on.

EARDLEY, Harry King Commendation, (191001) Corporal, 113 Bomb Disposal
Section, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/70/144 held at National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 19" June 1945. Supplement 37138. Page 3243.

Cpl Eardley has over a long period carried out much difficult and dangerous work in
a very brave manner, including bomb disposal, investigating booby traps, mine
clearance, and neutralising of enemy ammunition and bomb dumps.

On 10" Nov 1944 he assisted Lieut Thornton, SAEC, in dealing with a large dump of
mines and bombs near Athens. These had been elaborately booby-trapped and could
only be dealt with safely by destruction on the site. As this would have caused such
damage to civilian houses, Lieut Thornton decided to attempt to neutralise the
mines and traps. Cpl Eardley, who fully understood the risks involved, assisted him.
They dealt successfully with 7 out of 9 heaps of mines, and then an accident
occurred. A trip wire w as pulled, through no fault on their part, and both sustained
severe cuts and burns.

Cpl Eardley has always set an excellent example of cheerful acceptance of risks.

Further Information
Lieutenant Frank Martin Thornton was also recognised by the Kings Commendation
for Bravery for this incident.

RADFORD, Frederick King Commendation, (135035) Acting Lieutenant, 66 Bomb
Disposal Section, 4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from files WO373/66/670 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 17" January 1941. Supplement 35047. Page
401.



2"dLj eut , Radford is one of the pioneers of B

courageous acts without regard to personal s
hour s on the mai n rail way l i ne beft weiemg Br ¢
removing umexe@s oddel was one of Hfheifnigr off tho gl
dangerous bombs, the presence of which was h
one of the first officers to destroy parachu
with by thenddmilsal twhea t hat was I mpossi bl

dangerous task.

Further I nfor mati on
Second Lieutenant F Radford was al so awar ded

SHELBOURNE, ClKifnfgorQlo nPeerncdyat i on, Lieutenant,
Section, 4 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engi

The Citation is taken from files WO373/66/333 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 17" January 1941. Supplement 35047. Page
401.

On the 2 September, 1940, unexploded bombs were dropped on the main railway
between Brentwood and Shenfield stations, blocking the main line to the East Coast.
Owing to the extreme urgency the usual safety period was waived and Captain
Shelbourne with othe rs recovered his share of the bombs, defused them and helped
in opening the line in ten hours, during the whole time being fully aware that an
explosion might take place at any moment. Captain Shelbourne was one of the first
officers to be engaged in the d emolition of parachute mines both after they have
been dealt by the Admiralty and also when that has been found to be impossible

TAYLOR, Louis Norwell King Commendation, (102894), 4 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from files WO373/66/671 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 17" January 1941. Supplement 35047. Page
401.

On 28" October, 1940, at Ipswich 2" Lieutenant Taylor was present (in close
proximity) with Sgt Cann when the latter rendered harmless a new type of small
anti-personnel bomb. This was done after the Police had suffered several fatal
casualties. The valuable information secured was the first to be available on this
new type.



2"d |jeutenant. Taylor who has been employed on Bomb Disposal work since its
commencement was concerned, with others, in de-fuzing and removing bombs from
the main railway between Brentwood and Shenfield in 10 hours, during which time
he was fully aware that an explosion might take place at any moment.

In addition, he has done extraordinarily good work at Tilbury, where unexploded
bombs have been dropped near oil tanks, under extremely dangerous conditions.

Further Information
Sergeant Cann was awarded the George Medal for the incident mentioned on the
28" October 1940.

THORNTON, Fr aMBlE Mamtgi Commendati on, (83601)

Bomb Disposal Pl at oon, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/70/145 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" June November 1945. Supplement 37138.
Page 3243.

Lieutenant Thornton has been responsible for dealing with all unexploded bombs in
and near Athens, for investigating booby traps, for mine clearance, and for dealing
with ammunition and bomb dumps, some of which have been in a dangerous
condition. He has carried out much dangerous work in a very brave manner.

On 10" November 1944 he examined a large dump of mines and bombs, which had
been elaborately booby -trapped and could only be dealt with safely by destruction
on the site. As this would have caused much damage to civilian houses, he decided
to attempt to neutral ise the mines and traps. Assisted by No. 1991001 Cpl Eardley
H, RE, he dealt successfully with 7 out of 9 heaps of mines, and then an accident
occurred. A trip wire was pulled, through no fault on their part, and both sustained
severe cuts and burns.

Lieutenant Thornton has at all times shown the highest sense of responsibility for
the safety of others, and his coolness and confidence have been an inspiration to all

who have worked with him.

Further Information

Li eutenant F M Thornton al so was awarded
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Lieutenant Thornton served with the South Af
to Bomb Disposal. Corpor al Eardl ey was al so
for Bravery for this incident.

TODD, John King Commendation, (1942454) Sapper, 9 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/66/686 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 17" January 1941. Supplement 35047. Page
401.

On Sept 19" 1940, after two of his comrades had been overcome by gas in a cavity
exposed in the search for an unexploded bomb, Sapper Todd lowered himself into
the cavity in an effort to reach them and drag them to safety. Unfortunately, his
efforts were unavailing a nd he had to be hauled to safety himself but he is highly
commended by his commanding officer but his gallant effort to affect a rescue,
especially in view of the fact that he entered the cavity before adequate apparatus
for drawing him to the surface had actually reached the spot.

WRATHMELL, T BKing Commendation, (217536) Lieutenant, 22 Bomb Disposal
Company, Royal Engineers

The citation was not found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 22 Octobc¢

WOOD, Charles Russell, (135048), Temporary M
Royal Engineers.

The Citation is taken from files WO373/186/ 1204 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 10 May 1945. Supplement 37072. Page 2459.

As the only Bomb Disposal Company in Second Army (North West Europe) he
organised and, in many cases, personally supervised the removal of all unexploded
bombsin the SecondArmy Area.

In addition many minefields and booby-trapped localities have been cleared, these

more difficult tasksbeing allotted to this company. Manyof these bombs and devices
have been of types not previously encountered, consequently greater risk in their
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removal. The work off removal and neutralisation has at times to be carried out
under enemy shell, mortar and small arms fire aswas the case at Caen.

Major C R Wood has displayed the ?most leadership of command with ?

Further information Major Wood was also earlier in the War awarded the George
Medal.

WILLI AMS, Eric Arthur Kings Commendation, (2
Section, 1 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engi

The Citation is taken from file WO 423/595339 held at the National Archives , closed

file till 1 January 2036.

Posted in the LonddMar@ézddtitt SuphpiéehenPage 132
Page 3941.

A bomb had been dropped outside a Catholic ¢

Sergeant Gl over went into the crater to def
penetrated a -sthiasfus. edHemiwiaes overcome and died
poi soning. Sappes, AaE m&mber of the Section
respirator and attempted a rescue. He al so

respirator was not suitable for this type of

YATES Geof fr eyORBH@ Cdnimengation, Legion of Merit, (40602)
Temporary Major, Bomb Disposal, Royal Engineers

On Friday 13 September, 1940, Captain Yates,

to say that a German 500 Kg. Bomb was | ying
Harrogate and that in the circumstances he p
I n view of the damage to the hotel whi ch wc
advised against this action and asked for fu
bomb and fuzes fitted. From the information

that waere good chance of removing the fuze
that an effort should be made to defuze the

Captain Yates, acting on the advice given,
owing to the awkward situation he had taken

Further I nformati on
Capt@iHnYates was al scanadwdrehdee d nt né OBE i t .
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Part 2 : VJ Day to the

| madgea:aQper ati ot afFel §«€crgeant A Wyles QGM
Photo Credit Rey Fadil

| magAd:ghaniOpeamati on Herrick
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The Military Cross

Photo dwué diaher head BEM

The Military Cross (MC) is.a pwassd8edi baosomfl
andince,t109309 her ranks of the British Ar med
gall antry during active operations against t

It was instituted on December 28, 1914, by Ki

and meritorious service in battle that di d n
Cross can be awarded to commi ssioned officeil
ombel ow, as wel | as Warrant Of ficer s.

The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal teams wer ¢

t he Post War period
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BASSETMCP Captain, 33 Engineer Regiment (EOL

Awarded for Services in the Former Republic

RI DER, MC, C3R Engineer Regi ment (EOD), Royal

No Citation found in the National Archives Catalogue.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 31 October 2003. Supplement 35014. Page
7054.

| nformation below taken from The Corps of
Oct oberJRIOYD22003 Publication.

Lieutenant Rider had been a Troop Commander
the Joint EOD Group since Febrwuary 2003, de
part of 16 Air Assault Brigade. Hi s Troop wa
to thaeBriingarder to enhance freedom of mano:e
23 March, he was deployed to the North Ruma)
for the Brigade that needed to be secured
demol itions desiitggned to destroy

With the far bank not yet secure and enemy a
Riders mission was to make safe the NRB tF&
demol byi bhe | Tdagis Aremwu.i red him to gain acces

and piers that had been rigged for demol it
initiation and the explosives. This in itsel
t he di mensions of tihti dnmniidgeofantdhda heh proge s,
under consideerablbeetitimecpmplete the task. W
eyes on the bridge of definitive confirmatio
firing point, Lieutenant Rider clambered dow
for his own safetgsanthbeghargesa The sheer
soon became evidentsmand ke coenthaipsance boat
order that the explosives could be removed f
The scope of the task andmyhacpioesi mehntyth
constantly go back to first principles and i
were al mositstnemt .

ThheE aqi demolitions had been hastily prepared
haphaziatdl yhe expl osives as t h&t ptrhiimargt angea,n
one of the demolitions had functispmed,bra awgsi
to coll apse, |l eaving the majority of the bul
this operation, I f any of t he detaorrea tboeresn haa
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huge sympathetic detonation of all/l the bul k
|l ost to Coalition forces, as the bridge and
have been bridged by UK asset ssetTbhaaosk wohuel d
Brigade and this further added to the pres

Throughout this operation, Lieutenant Rider
easily Ilead to the detonation of the expl osi
of over 2G0 oKi IPEE4r(aAm wixtph osuwveéseds of det on.
states of decay which were therefore inheren
of dar kness, further complicating -hber oper

operation and under <considedadl @ar sd rielss , siLt
and the bridge was secured.

Li eutenant Riderds actions weiGe owlpitenuetsesneadn tb \

Colonel J G Lorimer and he confirms that thi
for in excess of that expected of someone o0f
fundament al to the successfuHi secaontei dt itd
operati on, during whi ch t he risk of hi s I
commit ment, courage and professionalism was
inspirational and he i s most strongly recon

actions.

Mi nefield Clearance aroundaTuzl aofAiar fSieeelbd an Rocket, (
Photos given by Colin Dawson
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21 Field Squadron
September 1994

Topbeft and mBrohki s
tank mine.

Mi ddI e; MKe f&?2 5001
Gor zade.

Mi dd| e: 1Ri0OgOH tb f by @ nat
crashé&da Harrier
Gor z.ade

Bottom TRiizdhat Aamn @b
minefield.

Photos from C@lhion iBawshlhhaw
phot ographs
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Di stinguished Service Cro
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Photo dmnuédiam: Al l erhead BEM

The DistinguishedoSeownckefCrpsabpDOEE) i gi ous
decoration awardgdhalfifanteyemplramy active ope
enemy atltsewam.gated in 1901 as the Conspicuol
renamed in 1914.

The Royal Engineers Bomb

Di sposal teams wer
Cross, during the

Post War period
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PHI LLI DS5,C,J Warrant Officer Class I . 49 Fiel
Regi ment (EOD), Royal Engineers

ThE€itatsakfemomWe373/ 18Bel2adB Bdati Anahi ves.
Pl adanchleond®Danz eo it d1& Oct ob@8RQu p p | ednPelnPh 6ed 2 .

WOZPhi lani8tsaSfefr g Pamrts o @t HEOBgREveraet t ad hbe9d3d o
Engrghoex pl oosridvneadnicsepd st @ hleal kIl ahd@dm22IMay
198t22h evwe rtea s k alde avli tahhu n e x p | boodngbch hleo i t e oorfHMS
ArgonAnmnot hbeexpl badredaiym f | oothedsmadgazmaea&r by.
Wor ki mgtraordraagwbhhyi andwvermnuynwf amsbraoundi ngs
Phi lanBorsessattesrsdndtteglnyd esractdaleo mbhi wabat er
removednmehiTphiast ieomabt edla mageddhleoi t e otmb e
repaisgceld atM3Ar g o nraeugta ipmeodp u lasiv@am b [teamanoeuvr e
def endsioiret yahiert t ac k s .

On23Mag98WORPhi lanifpssSfefr gPametswoetteashkamdeutral i se
t wanexploadmdsHM&B3\Ant el Dip& i rbootmbx ami meuwh db e
appr oaucnhteixit e ncslieveerafielehadakglna @ @ etyh e r esfeotr e
abouendegsafndgeecobnodnbhi whsi t uaeedad eentorfteh e
shiTph.eomibalde esnl i gdhatmaygpendlaas seadedinmgdanger ous
condi Thetyr.itehdrteiemte® end edhleo mba fues i arge momeet hod,
havitrmagp pr otahdelo médf teearcaht t e mmtd j &t Heq u i p nbeundtn,
eacoc castimthuzceouhdbewi t hdrAafwrefr ouratt i e nphti,c h

i nvoluseagmadhariglRbombnexpeceamplt dogled | awas
consi debreasskpH Btlearsotud fe p edno oa rsbdat c ugtshr otulgghi p,

t hfeulcllyi pspteedeoldra hfeor wamdft hpassagwhatlédlro mb

di sposavast anduansg,mp| étl @loyande ableydtou b$teaf f
SergPamrtsdoethst aamntWOyFRP hi Iwaispesri ouwmg luy ed.

| s uccesdifsup dbsfd magn e x p I boodmnehbch d hfeo | | odvaigntg e mpt i ng
t meut rasle csoaWadr.r @nht ilcleHPhi Islhiopwseadn si deoab h ge,
determiamat eadertHsehisp.r ongt g mmematehdea wamodt he

Di stieadbweir y@rcoes s .

JDEFi el d Adms e al

Thedyi sploaryesadiur afydlei g hoersdweir edve al wintgho tbho mb s .
Theespowdetdlbesi t atciadfnosrssi saandcel icaglqygutd

t hemorrikmnunf amehviaronmmemat haheyr se we tadid e mp t

t @debud heombiMBnt el Pplalwat 8 attcsondiwaipoanr t i cul ar |
dangendeset hiesl|l restogni tion.
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Warr ©hf iJcHRhi lilan@sstt r ongkt p mme i adtehda wa odt h e
Di sti ndgeir y@Greas s

Captain J Phithl
and

Staff Sergeant
(right)
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Conspicuous Gallantry Medzé

4
I

E =

=

=
=

Photo dwuédiam: Al 1l er head BEM

The Conspicuous Galdsamawny |IMefdiayla,sa(liCoGiMga nal | vy,

military decoration awarded for gallantry ir
the air. I nstituted in 1855 by the Royal Nav)
and seaman, | ater extending to other ranks o
navi es.

Fr oAprliogldd was extended to include Royal Air
Arm and Army personneh §8d2iag ad |l ofatt me dMer

The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposwwlust Gains awer
Medal , during t he Post War period



PRESCO@TGMPost humqws3i8y3,4301)Fi el d Squadron (E
Engineer Regi ment (EOD)
RoyBhgi neer s

ThE€i t ait s @akhfemom W@373/ 18mBeladb hdat i Anahi ves.
Pl acietdheond®@®amzebvnteh&"Oct oh®#B83uppl en®&hiPla.ge
12849.

WOZXPhi lani8ptsaSfefr g dPamrts o @t BHOBSgREveraet t ad hbe9dd o
Endg@rghoex pl oosridvneadnicsepd s ai @ hleal kl ahddnm2fLIMay
19882h evwe rtea s k ade avli tahu n e x p | boodngbdh hlro i t e oconfHMS
ArgonAnot beexpl badmiaiym f | oothedsmdgaznear by.
Wor ki mgtraordraamgmwmbhydi andwveruynwf amsbraoundi ngs
Phi lanBrsesesattesrsemdttelny esractdhleo mbhi wabat er
removedtnmmehiTphiast iemabt péla mageddhleoi t e otmb e
repaisgoceldadtMA3ATr go nraeugta ipmeodp u lasiv@am b [teamnanoeuvr e
def endiofret yahiart t ac k s .

On23Mag98WORPhi lanifpssSfefr gPametswoetteashkamdeutral i se
t wonexplbhbaderdsHM3nt el Dipei rbotméx ami anewh db e
appr oaucnhteixlt e ncslieveermaftielehadakglna @ & etyh e r esfeotr e
abouvuéendegdfndgee c obnodnbhi whsi t uatedad eentorftehe
shiTph.eomibalde esnl i gdhatmaygpendlaas seasdedinmgdanger ous
condi Thetyr.itehdrteiemte® en d ehleo mba fues i arge momeet hod,
havitrmagp pr otahdelo modof teearcaht t e mmtd ] @« feq u i p nbeundtn,
eacoc c astilbhuzceouhdbewi t hdrAafwrefrouratt i e nmphti,c h

i nvoluséeagmadharigkbombnexpeceaplt doJled ! awas
consi debreasskph Btlearsotud fe p edno oa rsbdat c ugtshr otulgghhi p,

t hfeulclly pspteedeocldrd hfeor wamdlft hpassagwhatlyédleo mb

di sposava st anduansg, mp| étl @olopyfande a bl ydtou b3teaf f
SergdPartsdotthst amntWO/PRP hi Iwaispesri oauwmgluy ed.

St a%ér geRarnets cacststi WWaed a&Orftf i TE2Phi |l mMphssuccessf ul
neutral oboantédb omb ndi f f ilamuwangercousumstabadcses
surroumwdti ewgpsteot allnlfya miTlhi¢aorl.l| odwaimey ol untteer ed
neutraseacchmodbi anothieinps,piotfreissk ahdet er mithntag i on
bombxpl obdeefdotrheecyo ut dmp lteheper aamdnaSdr gelant
Preswakilil edt aFrotriggal | asnktarhyiet er mi 6 & 6Sfetrrmg,e an't
JPresceetommefnarengeo st h uanoaisft h@onspi Galoluantry
Me d a l

JDEFi el d Adms e al



Thedyi splcaoyerdafydlei g hoersdwh edie al wintgho tbho mbTsh e y
respowdethesi tiacciadfhorssi saadicke! caglrguttdei r
worikmmunf amehviar onrhemtt.h ath @y r s e wa rtadgidt e mpt s
detd heombmHM&Bant el oplalwat & attcsondiwagar ti cul ar |
dangendeset hiesal restogni ti on.

St aSer gelPntes ¢ stttr ongbpymmemhadtehdpo st huawamd
Conspi Galoluavhetdrayl

HM3&nt el ope
Phot nedRet:Mar khe@mbs ecti on



Ge orMead all

Phot oe diutl :Alah e rEhEeM d

Il nstituted by King George VI on 24 September

recognise, inl prage icwrmkaer, oheacts of gall ant
t he Bl itz but al so i n ot her areas wher
appropAi abhepughmarily a <civilian award at t h
awarded to Service personnel and to date aro
to civilians. Approximately 2,200 George M
inception. The ori giomagle Waerdradntdi fdomotthe@e®@ mi t
post humously. This was changed in November 1
awarded posthumously several times since thi
The Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal t eams wer

t he Post .War period



BRIGGS, Harold GM, (210243) Captain, 11 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal
Engineers

Th€itats onaken from file WO373/69/955 held a
Pl aced in the LondéSe pGazmbtetre 1d00M 6t. heSuPp pl e men
3493.

Captain Briggs has been engaged on the clearance of minefield for over twelve
months and has dealt with some difficult mines. On several occasions his working
party failed to locate deep mines. Captain Briggs working with one man located
these mines and disarmed them, thereby showing a fine example of gallantry and
leadership. On 14" September, 1945, an accident occurred at this particular
minefield: the officer and three men killed: another officer removed the bodies and
the minefield was wired up. The mo rale of the men employed on clearance had been
badly shaken by the accident. It was still necessary, however, to remove the
remaining mines and it was known that this would be a difficult and hazardous
undertaking since the mines were in rocky ground, and the mine locators in
consequence were likely to prove unreliable. On the 27 ™ September, 1945, Captain
Briggs took the party back to the minefield and alone, in view of his men located
and disarmed the mines. Captain Briggs fully appreciated the dangers h e was facing,
but realising the urgency of the task, and the need to restore the confidence of his
men, he never faltered in setting a fine example of courage and devotion to duty.
As a result, the men subsequently turned to their task with confidence and
determination, and the minefield has now been cleared without further accident.
That this been achieved is almost entirely due to Captain Briggs fine example of
courage.

BROWN, Walter Messer GM, (152387) Lieutenant, 11 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers

Th€it ats omnaken from file WO373/69/818 held a
Placed in the Lond'OoMarGalz el 346 .onSupmel d@ent 37

During a heavy storm in the early part of 1945, a portion of the minefield in Fergus,
north of Aberdeen, collapsed into the sea. Two mines were left hanging on the end
of the recovery wires down the face of a steep cliff, approximately one hundred feet
high. The remaining mines were on the edge of the cliff in an extremely dangerous
position.

Lieutenant Brown personally crawled down the very unstable cliff and successfully
disarmed the two mines. He then successfully dealt with twelve very dangerous

M o



mines on the edge of the cliff which was liable to collapse at any moment, with the
added possibility of the detonation of the whole minefield.

Had it not been for Lieutenant Browndos gall a
risk, a considerable portion of the minefield would probably have collapsed creating

a situation of extreme danger not only to the whole clearing party, but to any public

in the vicinity.

COOKE,Horace Edward GM, (1906111) Sergeant, Bomb Disposal Unit (UK), Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/169/138 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 29" January 1961. Supplement 44223. Page
305.

Staff Sergeant Cooke has been continuously engaged upon Bomb Disposal and
Minefield Clearance since August 1957. Since B! January 1958 he has been the Senior

NCO of a Bomb Disposal Troop RE. Such duty calls for qualities of leadership, courage

and technical ability usually associated with Officer Rank.

During this period, he has been on constant call for Bomb and Mine Disposal
operations, and he has assisted with, and in many cases personally dealt with,
several hundred incidents of unexploded bombs and mines anywhere in the United
Kingdom at immediate n otice. He has carried out these duties with the greatest skill
and success, often under the most arduous conditions.

His technical knowledge, ability, experience and enthusiasm have been an
inspiration to all ranks. This has been particularly apparent when he has
accompanied junior officers under training on operations, when his skilful and
competent guidance on dangerous tasks has been an outstanding example of
complete loyalty. His obvious ability and confidence have dispelled the fears of the
Police, Local Authorities and the Public as to the danger which existed to themselves
and their property.

He has also been particularly successful in maintaining a very high standard of
morale among both the military and civilian personnel employed on these tasks, by

forming them into well -knit, integrated teams. This has been achieved by his
exemplary devotio n to duty and his readiness to accept responsibility for the most

difficult tasks and to carry them out successfully.



Further Information
Sergeant HE Cooke was also awarded the George Medal.

Sergeant H E Cooke GM (left) in Penang

Taken from Peter Markhamés Collection

DEACON,John Ernest Arthur GM MBE, (166507) Lieutenant, 23 and 27 Bomb
Disposal Company, Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/69/773 held at the National Archives.
Placed in the London Gazette on the 25" January 1946. Supplement 37444. Page

659.
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On the 25 October 1945, a 250. KG bomb containing a delay action and anti -handling

fuzes was uncovered at Belmont Road, Belfast. The site was adjacent to the

Automatic Telephone Exchange serving the Northern Ireland Parliament at Stormont

and two other bui Idings. The anti -handling fuze was dealt with, but it was found

necessary to move the bomb away from site for destruction with the delay action

fuze in position but neutralized by anelectro -magneti ¢ o0cl ock stopper

During the operation of moving the bomb the clock stopper became damaged
rendering the completion of the task extremely hazardous. In spite of this with great
devotion to duty and regardless of personal safety, Captain Deacon and Sergeant
Parker completed this most hazardous work, thereby removing the danger to the
telephone exchange and enabling large numbers of people, who had been evacuated
at short notice, to return to their home.

Further Information

Sergeant A Parker was also awarded the George Medal for this incident, see separate
entry.

Lieutenant J E A Deacon was also awarded the George Medal see separate entry.

FLETCHER,George Raymond GMMBE, (377837) Major, Bomb Disposal Unit (UK),
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/123/4 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 215t April 1970. Supplement 45083. Page 4466.

On 1%t October 1969, following a report from Kentish Town Police, Major G R Fletcher

lead a Bomb Disposal Team to a building site at Burghley Road, Camden. There he

found, in an excavation some ten feet deep, a large object which he was

immediately able to ident ify as a German Parachute Mine. Such mines were fitted

with an outstandingly dangerous combination of firing mechanisms. Until evidence

is found to the contrary it has to be assumed that many of the following devices may

be fitted; a magnetic and or Acoust i ¢ sy st em, a clockwor k bon
trappedd wierhaval device, a siX-to-eighty-day timing circuit, and a light

sensitive mechanism.

The mine was located within 30 yards of an underground railway, and within fifty
yards of a surface railway. Within one hundred and fifty yards were three high blocks
of flats, many terraced houses and two busy roads.



After arranging for the safety of the public by evacuation, Major Fletcher and tree
of his team started to uncover the mine to establish its exact identity. After about

half an hour very careful work the uncovered nose of the mine revealed that it was
atype 0CO. This type contains a charge of 15
appeared to be in excellent condition so that detonating devices must be assumed
to be still active.

Because of the large quantity of explosives and the nature of the site, exploding the
mine where it lay was out of the question. There were, therefore, two choices.

a. To dig down, uncover and render safe all detonating devices and then
steam out the explosive filling.

b. To leave the mine embedded in the clay and steam out the explosives
with the fuze systems intact.

The first course would take 30 -40 hours with the entire team at risk, and cause great
inconvenience to local population and travelling public.

The second course, which would take 10-12 hours, would involve two or three people
in great but incalculable risk due to the effects of steam and extreme changes of
temperature on the presumed intact detonating devices and the Hexamite filling. A
clock which had stuck would be particularly likely to restart.

Major Fletcher chose the second course. In full co -operation with the Police,
Emergency Services and Local Authorities he made his plan, arranging for maximum
safety and minimum inconvenience to all those required on the site.

At about 1545 hrs he himself, with one assistant, removed the filling plate of the
mine to gain access to the explosive, then started the slow and dangerous task of
steaming out and removing the heximite. This lasted throughout the night.
Adjustments to th e steam generator, placing the explosives in a sandbag and
removing it, and revetment of the excavation required Major Fletcher and the
minimum number of assistants to approach the mine at never less than half hour
intervals. He was therefore exposed to gr eat danger for about a third to a quarter
of the entire period of the operation.

At about 0600 hrs on 2 October the mine case was virtually free of explosives. At
0700 the fuze pocket was exploded successfully causing no damage or
inconvenience.

As far as records show this was the first occasion since the war that the army has
dealt with a German Parachute Mine.



Major Fletcher was in command throughout. He showed outstanding skill and
leadership and by exposing himself to great risk over a long period so as to reduce
the risk to others displayed outstanding gallantry in the highest traditions of the
service.

Further Information
Major George RaymondFletcher was also made a Member of the Order of The British
Empire in 1961; however, this was not for work in Bomb Disposal.

Major G Fletcher GM
Photo credit: Peter Ma r k h &aoliéctson .

HAMBROOK Stephen David GMMBE, (23056357) WOII, Bomb Disposal Unit (UK),
Royal Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/182/56 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the LondohprGalzetqa®0.onSupel dient
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Further I nformation

Maj or Stephen David Hambrook was al so made |
Empire whi st serving with 101 (London) Engi
Di sposal (Volunteer) in June 1991.

Maj or Fletcher was awarded the Georgest Medal
October 1969.

HARTLEY, Arthur Bamford GM MBE, (276453) Bomb Disposal Unit (UK), Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/123/4 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 25" March 1960. Supplement 41991. Page 2193.

At 1510 hrs 15t July 1959, Major Hartley was informed by Putney Police that workmen

excavating in Bendemeer Road had found a sewer broken and fins of a bomb laying
in the break. He left Broadbridge Heath Camp immediately and by 1630 hrs had

identified the bomb as a 250 K g S.C UXB.

HNnN



He ordered special equipment, which arrived by 1910 hrs, and by this time had
arranged for roads to be closed and for houses and shops to be evacuated. To help
him he had obtained a scratch crew of clerks and fitters from the HQ staff of his unit
dall that were available at the time. He had lost no time in tackling this particular
incident, because he knew that this type of bomb would almost certainly contain a
(17) series clockwork fuze, which had stopped ticking.

The danger of this type of fuze is that a small movement or vibration may re -start
the clock, and usually the clock has stopped only a few ticks before it fires the
mechanism, although this is quite unpredictable. In addition, the clockwork fuze is
invariably fitted with a booby -trap, the Z.U.S 40 anti -handling device, which
prevents withdrawal of the fuze. These clockwork fuzes do not deteriorate after
many years in the ground.

He applied an electric -stethoscope to give warning if ticking should start. After
carefully deepening the excavation and digging round the bomb, he discovered by
2115 hrs that the bomb contained, not one, but two (17) series clockwork fuzes.
Neither were t icking.

Major Hartley was faced with an extremely difficult and dangerous operation. He

was a sick man, suffering from diabetes, though the nature of his illness had not
been diagnosed at that time. He knew he had several hours of strenuous but very
delicate, work ahead of him, where any false or careless move could be fatal. In
addition, darkness had fallen.

The bomb was lying awkwardly with fuzes underneath it and towards the side of the

shatft. In order to apply two light clock stoppers to the two fuzes further digging was

required. At about 2230 hrs it was possible to start moving the bomb, but this

resulted in the blocked sewer releasing its contents into the shaft. From then on

work continued knee deep in sewage. Major Hartley was severely hampered by the
stench and fumes in the dark confined space
which was considerably smaller that the Service type.

He passed a sling round the bomb, and it was lifted clear of the sewage. Due to
exhaustion of the batteryds the |light <c¢clock
them eventually by heavy clock stoppers with fresh batteries. At about 0100 hrs he

started steaming out and the explosive filling of the bomb and it was completed by

0300 hrs. At about 0500 hrs he detonated the fuzes in the fuze pockets in the bomb

casing at the bottom of the shaft, after the m elted filling had been removed, and

the police warned t he public of the impending explosion.

Maj or Hartleyds courage, determination and d
of highly dangerous and difficult work under the most appalling conditions was an
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inspiration to his men, the police and the public, and was a fine example of selfless
devotion to duty in the best tradition of Bomb Disposal operations.

HOSKINS,M J Y GM, (464530) Captain, Bomb Disposal Team (FARELF), Royal
Engineers

The Citation is taken from file WO373/182/38 held at the National Archives.
Posted in the LondbvMayvaret9®9e Suppheméet

On 3 September 1968 the Government of Brunei requested the assistance of the
British Army to deal with an unexploded bomb in a petrol distribution depot in Brunei
Town. Major M.J.V Hoskinswas despatched together with Staff SergeantJ.C.V Wood.

Having uncovered the bomb Major Hoskinsidentified it as an unexploded American
250 pond General Purpose Bomb, AN-M57 with a tail impact fuze M115. The fuze
arming stem and vane had broken off. This fuze is described in the Bomb Disposal
Manual as having a very sensitive striker plate, and he was now faced with a new
problem for which he knew the correct immunisation equipment was not available.
In the Far East.

Rather than delay the disposal of the bomb which was now exposed, and which he
knew might well be in a very sensitive state close to the petrol tanks, Major Hoskins
decided to remove the fuze by unscrewing it himself by hand. Taking full

consideration for the safety of others, he remained alone with the bomb, and with

complete disregard for his own safety he applied penetrating oil and proceeded to
unscrew the fuze. Thistook somefifteen minutes of careful calm work until the fuze
was extracted.

Major Hoskinsshowed courage and coolnessof a very high order, equal to the finest
traditions of Bomb Disposaloperations.

This example is only one of a number of bomb disposal operations in which Major
Hoskins has demonstrated his qualities. He has been, for the last nine months, in
charge of the special team which has dug out and disposed of some four thousand
bombs, mines, torpedo war heads and other assorted explosives from old Japanese
dumps on Penanglsland. The explosive has been old and often in a very dangerous
state, and throughout this exacting task Major H o s k ieadérship and judgement
have been of a very fine order. He has constantly dealt personally with any situation
of more than ordinary danger.

HNH
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HOUGH, Richard Hedley GM, (334426) Captain, 1 Bomb Disposal Troop, Royal
Engineers

No Citation on the National Archives files.
Posted in the London Gazette on the 30™ October 1953. Supplement 40004. Page
5855.

Recommendation taken from the London Gazette entry.

On 6" May, 1953, Captain Hough was acting as Officer Commanding, Nol Bomb
Disposal Troop, Royal Engineers, which was clearing Mundesley Minefield, Norfolk,
when a Beach Mine containing 25 pounds of High Explosives exploded killing Sergeant
O6bDoherty dBraddoCkor por a

Realising an accident had occurred Captain Hough ran to the scene and seeing
Corpor al Br addoc k 0-$ive yaadsliysideatie oninegfield wiierenitthad
been thrown by the explosion, he immediately crawled to the body through the
Minefield, to see i f he could render aid. Finding Corporal Braddock was dead, he
withdrew again by crawling till until he reached the swept lane. After informing his
Commanding Officer by telephone he swept his way in and recovered the body.

Captain Hough was accompanied throughout by Sergeant Major Thomas, the
Sergeant Major in charge of the Minefield. S
the sea and recovered on the beach at the next high tide. Captain Hough was of

course aware that the mines in this particular Minefield were of a type and in a state

which made them liable to be set off at very low pressures. Furthermore. At this

part of the Minefield, they were for the most part laid comparative  ly close together.

Captain Hougho6és action in crawling through t
as time was vital if aid was to be of any use. It was also an inspiration to his men,

at the time that their morale most required it. Throughout he showed presence of

mind, leadership of a high order and courage.

As reported in theoOmnas tdeorers heaitl ynmoRurrens sbr ave m
thedm decl ared the Dereham DistaricThi€s# heaser (
i nquest at Trimingham of Corpor al Kennet h Br
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particularly dangerous |jolhewhliedh cblueywgéacad
earned theofgrtahe tpeepl e of the village and N

they died justeiascmuohrfyornth953 as i f the a
1943.

Further Information
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Sergeant Major Edward Emlyn Thomas was awarded the British Empire Medal for this
incident.

Captain R H Hough GM

Photocredit: Pet er Mar khamds Coll ectio

—— T




| mages

To:pBeach Clearanc
Wat er Jetting at
Clearing ant. I nv

LefStaff Sergeant
1953. Showing ite
beach clearance.
Type C mine.l aid

From Peter Markhamdés Coll e
| mages

Lef@Tri mi ngham, Nor
1953. The sign waa S
Tri minghamewhast B
cleared in the UK.

Bel:ohvai rl i ght Gl en,
Sussex. Detector b
mi nes, |l aid as-ipaat
measur es.

Photos from Peter Mar khamos











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































