Defence Explosive Ordnance
Disposal, Munitions and Search
(DEMS) Training Regiment

Timeline 1414 to 2012



This presentation provides a timeline for EOD & S across
the tri-service community. It is not a complete history,
but rather gives the reader a broader view of how EOD
& S has evolved to get where it is today in the context of

the UK Armed Forces.

Thanks to DEMS Trg Regt for allowing reproduction of this time line which is
depicted on the walls across throughout the corridors of the classroom and lecture
theatre building at St Georges Barracks.

Special thanks to Capt Dave Bradley RE for his invaluable assistance
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This presentation is best viewed using Microsoft PowerPoint

To get the best experience from the graphics on the following
slides the reader should employ the zoom function on your

platform whether PC, Mac or tablet.

COPYING OR REPRODUCTION IS PROHIBITED AND
CONTENT IS SUBJECT TO DEMS TRG REGT COPYRIGHT
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World War 1 The Great War 1914 - 1918
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World War 2 1939 - 1945
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Today we were unlucky -
but remember

we only have o be lucky once’

The Brighton Bomb.

Exp{oswe in room 629, The Grand H

en
due to be held. On functioning, the

12 Oct 1984

1984

RN Conduct OP HARLING

Clearance Divers clear the Red Sea
of UXO.

On 17 Sep 1984, Patrick Joseph Magee hid a
long delay timer [ED containing 11 Kg‘xg High

‘The device was set to explode one month later
Conservative Party Conference was

Lised Gxlensive damage, kiihg s and muring

First RAOC TA EOD Units formed
establish

531 631,731 £0D Companies ars frmed and

red with 11 Ordnance (EOD) Battalion
ftaas provide 60 two man EOD Teams
for use in times of General

Later, A new trade of EOD Operator (V) was
cmlea in the JA training volunteers in EOD and

In 1991, RAOC TAAT Class 2 technicians were
granted permission to wear an AT badge with the
lefter V" replacing the ‘A" in the centre.

1986

1987

RN CD Teams conduct
OP CIMNEL

c2 Diver Teams dlear ranian
Vinoa n he Guf of Oman

1985 -

11 Ordnance Battalion (EOD)
RAOC Moves to Didcot

RHQ 11 Ordnance Battalion RAOC and
{he JSEODOC move fo Vauxhall Barracks,
idcot.

The Battalions’ Companies remain spread
throughout the UK 1o provide MACP
and Ammunition Inspectorate coverage.

and EOD Operator TA trade (RAOC)

Field Engineering School
renamed the Military
and Search Branch RSME

Jun 1988
101 (City of London)Engineer Regt
(EOD) RE (V) formed

The four RE. TAEEQD squadrons come uk
01 &(‘;nyu London) Engineer Regiment (EOD)

Commanded by Lt Col J Marsh RE.

Op Granby

WO1 B JOHNSON, RAOC
awarded the GC

Warrant Officor Class 1 (Stal Semgeant Major)
By Johneon of g oyl Ay O
6 Caorge Croos o is
Ea\lantrv n defusing a mortar bom in Dery,
Northern Ireland on 7 October 1989.

‘The device detonated, causing him serious
injury. Nofice of his award appcared in the
Lor .

ndon Gazette on 6 November 1990.

RE Bomb Disposal Trade
Badge Introduced

1989

IRA Attack No 10 Downing Street,
the home of the Prime Minister

The IRA use M0 Improvised mortars to
attack Downing

3 bombs are launched but narrowly mi

he Prime Minstars offcial London residence

The attack was an assassination attempt on John
Major and his War Cabinet who were meeting
to discuss the Gulf War.

7 Feb 1991

21 Dec 1988

The Lockerbie bombing
Pan Am Flight 103

Pan American Airines Flight 103
was a transatiantic flight from
London Heathrow Airport to New York's
Jotin . Kennedy Inetnationa Al

was destroyed by a bomb mid-flight
kulnng 201243 passbrgers and 16 ciow

Large sections of the piane crashed into
Lockerbie, Scotiand, killing an additional
11 peopie on the ground.

Counter Terrorist Search
Wing Established

In 1990, the Counter Terrorist
Search Wing was formed and
subsumed the role of the.

Military Search Branch RSME

1990

1990-1991 Gulf War

Gulf War - OP GRANBY

421 0D Company RAOC deploys with 3 Major and
13 RAOC persomnel (nciuding a BCMD specialst)
o provide 4 x IEDD/EQD teams

Other ATs deploy within 221 Ordnance Company RAOC

natures was evaluated, leading
changes in the design of austere field s«mge facittes.

Royal Navy Clearance Diver Teams clear Hundreds of
Iraqi Mines laid off the shore of Kuwait
In June 1991, Sqt D Rogers, a RAF EOD Operator,
/as ammea the GM for rescuing 2 injured children
‘minefield during Op GRANBY.

The Gulf War

1992-1996 Bosnia

First Active Infa-red
RCIED in NI

Alpha Troop 11 Ordnance
Battalion (EOD) RAOC
Established

provided specialist Assault
ED52 “Support 0 SF and MACP units

April 1992

10 Apr 1992

Baltic Exchange Bombing

On 10 April 1992 at 9:20 pm, the faade of the
Exchange’s offices at 30 St Marys Axe was
partially demolished and the rest of the building
was extensively damaged in a bomb attack.

‘The one-ton bomb was contained in a large white
fruck and consisted of HME wrapped with 2
detonation cord.

The bomb also caused damage to surrounding
buildings, many of which were also badly damaged
by the Bishopsgate bombing the following year.

‘The bomb caused £800 milion worth of damage,
£200 million more than the total damage caused
by the 10,000 explosions that had occurred during
the Troubles in Northem Irefand up to that point

The bomb killed three people:

Paul Butt, 29.
Thomas Casey, 49.
Danielle Carter, 15.

Another 91 people were injured.

5 Dec 1992

First improvised Mk 15 Mortar
Attack in Northern Ireland

18 Sep 1992

The Felix Training Area
is formally opened Used in over 50 incidents and nick-
named ‘the Barrack Buster’ this simple,
hlll effective system was developed by

terrorists over time with a number
dlll‘eﬂM fuze arrangements.

‘The Felix Training Area was a significant
enhancement to the Felix Centre.

It provided bespoke training stands and,
modem facilties for IEDD training at the e
Army School of Ammunition, Kineton.

It was opened on 18 Sep 1992 by
HRH the Duke of Kent.
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Operations Telic, Fingal and Herrick
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IEDD Destroy is formalised

EDD manring on HERRICK 14 stands
#10x IEDD (Nourakse) and
D (Destroy) teams.

Evangelos Florakls Naval base
explosion — Cypru:

AIEDD(D) ieams are fuly quakiied
ors and have completed

DEOC Oper
Sheo Course Mi

e and vt neate.

Al ns 50 94 |sv% ‘col;mxv;ggg‘m'mse:s‘gmt:d DEMS Trg Regt Formed

10 Gegraation o e Gonants and deRageated
1 Getonaton DeNss (soun) agde( DEVSS (Kneton)
- . Search Qualificati fomaly merge uncer  snge
Origins of IEDD Destroy Capabili F "" RE High Threat ( p The resultant explosion killed 13 and destroyed fon 2 new, T srvice Regiment ~ The
9! Y Capability D operator qualifies at Badge is awarded g o ey . st Defonce Eiplosie, Muniions and Search
In order to support the & IEDD teams on HERRICK. DEMSS (Kineton) DEMSS(South) Moves to Trang Regimen
11, 3 x CMD teams are locally trained whilst on g’:};:’* oD Pors o 11 Ji / 2011 Bicester from Lodge Hill The st commanding Ofce s
Siscraions 1o conaue 150 tuen o eame ; Advanced Soa U The frst Commanding Of
S vaitEanon hace “The new site is a £100M build
comprisng bospak Taning aciiies The first Regimental Sergeant Major is
for CMD and Search WO1 M Teesdale RE

Finally, in 2011 they are awarded

S Jul 2012 7 Dec 2012
Apr 2011

re categorised as
fry mnalnily ‘based around owing B8 n
place to er ivre support

23 Jun 2010 2010

Afghanistan Co:

Feb 2011-Apr 2012 22 Jun 2011 12 Nov 2012

Cpl James Bedford RE
Op RECTIFY Final All Arms DEOC Operator
Alyun m\ms‘ for ackons in course begins
0p RECTIFY provided an extra 80 training T Wil
places for polental DEOC Operators o th operaions n Alghanistan now on
it e Uk and P FERAIK B
D bl 5 Mar 2012 B raming
It was established by Maj KA Baker MBE RLC romme o n o
S %ﬂ'fmc{'“ perates Brazzaville, Congolese Democratic = R
Republic. iti Depot personr Ir:m = Dfme overall Defence
» i First All Arms EOD Operator “This traiing was conducted at Swymerton perator Programme.
British Army unveils TALISMAN course commenees. T A Covrea i st fou 146 Kited
Each Talisman system consists of: % i Pe Conbe for ok samng
The requiremens of Op HERRICK and assessment exercises.
AMASTIFF 2 protected patrol vehicle requires a significant uplt fo EOD
ABuffalo mine protected vehicle, with Operator manpower.
2 rummaging ann. Volunteers from across Defence 1 i
A JCB high mobilty engineer excavator are selected to commence EOD Sy [irstRN High Threat
AT-Hawk mico ar vehick Operator Traing Lalie] (Advanced) EOD Operator “The DEMS Warrior’
‘Talon tracked remote control vehicle. Op ELLAMY ﬁ%v \} qualifies at (Kineton)
RAF EOD Personnel Deploy = e oD et adopts the DEMS
Itwas designed as a lexible manoeuvre
support capabilty that can be quickly RAF EOD teams were embedded within The badge symboizes thatth successu
re-tasked and rearranged to meet different oo e e B o in

mission tasks, operating independently
or alongside other bomb disposal systems
dependent on the threat

weapons and ve'vl\g on their courage and
skillto defeat it

2011 Libyan Intervention
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